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AN 

ASS EMB LAGE 

O F 

CO IN S, 

Fabricated by Authority of the 

Archbishops of Canterbury. 

All the Metropolitical Coins, whether already publifhed, 

or latent in private Cabinet^, fo far at leaft a^ the Author's 
Correfpondencc extends, are here engraved in one View, 
and illuflrated with a proper Commentaryr 

An ESSAY is annexed, in which fome Account is given of 
the Origine, the variable Fate and Fortune, and the final Determi- 
nation of thefe inferior and fubordinate Mints; and fomething 
concerning the Nature and particular Circumftances of them, with 
other incidental Matters relative to the Subjedb, is occafionally 
noticed ; with Intention of throwing fome I^ight on a Branch of 
the Science of Medals both curious and copious, though but 
smperfedly conHdered by our Englilh Medalifts. 

To the Whole arc fubjoined, 

TWO DISSERTATIONS on fitailar Subjeds, 
I. On a fine Coin of Alfred the Great, with his Head. 

V 

II. On the famous Unic of the late Mr. Thorefby, fuppofed to be 
a Coin of St. Edirtin, but. (hewn to be a Penny of Edward 
THE Confessor ; wherein a Plan is laid down for re-engraving 
Sir Andrew Fountainc's Tables of the Saxon Coins. 
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By SAMUEL P E G G E, M.A. 

Res ardua vitujiis nrvttatem dare, novis auftoritatem^ ohfoleth nitorem^ obfcurts 
luuniy fajiidltis gratiam^ dubiis fidtn^^ omnibus vero uaturam^ et naturae fuar 
omnia. < Plinius ad Tit. Vespas. 
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ADVERTISEM E.N T. 

IF the Author has been obliged to defcend to ccrtam 
minutiee in the following performance} if he has been 
compell'd to mention fome things which may already 
be generally known ; there are particulars which the bene- 
volence of the Reader, he truils, will afcribe in a great 
meafurc to tb« nature of the fubjeft, which could not be 
properly treated without a good degree of nicety, nor with- 
out adverting ibmetimes to common and trite obiervations. 

The Author is con£ciou3, too, of having here and there 
mcurr'd fome repetitions, owing chie£y to his iiitroducing^ 
feme letters formerly addrefTed to bis friends> which it waft 
tiiought proper, as they coincided naturally with his fubje^i, 
to communicate to the Public, and to give them in their 
original fliape, fince be could not alter or mutilate them 
with any tolerable decency or propriety. This blemilhy 
therefore, ieems unavoidable in fuch a Hate of things. 

The Authors and Cabinets from whom the Coins are 
refpe<^ively taken, are all noted in the Commentary; and- 
the vouchers for the various affertions, advanced both in 
the Commentary and the fubiequent ElTay, are all carefully 
produced at the bottom of the pages; one good cifetA of 
which will be, that fuch gentlemen as are defirous of con- 
iuUing and examining- the authorities, which the Author, 
A 2- lyho 



ii ADVERTISEMENT. 

who prefcribes to nobody, very much intreats they would, 
may do it with the utmofl; convenience and facility. 

It muA be confef&'d^ at laft, that vrorks of this favour 
are not adapted to the tafle of every one ; they can only 
fuit the palates of antiquaries, cwinoifieurs, and gentlemen 
collei^ors oF medals ; for them they are indeed more prin- 
cipally defign'd ; and yet it is hoped they may be not only 
intelligible, but alfo may afford a ratioaal amufement, unto 
others, vrho have no intention either of becoming adepts in 
the fcience of medals, or of purchafing and forming a 
cabinet. And In behalf of himfelf, as well as others en- 
gaged in the like fludies, the Author begs leave to obferve, 
that it mull be every way aa allowable for an EngliOiman 
to endeavour at the illuftration of a fingle and not the lead 
curious branch of the icience relative to his own country, 
as for Father Harduin or Monf. Le Blanc, Father Banduri 
or Monf. Vaillant, with an hundred authors more, to beilow 
fi> much time and pains in explaining the left interelling but 
more diilicuU coins of the ancient. Greeks, Romans, and 
Franks. And why, it may be afked, fhould it not yield 
as much pleafure to contemplate the venerable bulls and 
afpeds of our fage Metropolitans, doubtlefs the leading and 
moft confiderable men of their times, though but rudely 
rcprefented, as the unimportant heads of many worthlefs, 
infignificant, and perhaps abandoned tyrants of foreigo 
nations F 

In refpeA of the Diflertations ; he gladly fnatches the 
opportunity, in the firft, of doing an aft of jullice to one 
of the moll venerable and moft meritorious of our Englifli 
monarchs, and of afcertaining, beyond all future cavil, as 
he hopes and prefumcs, the moft authentic buft of the great 

king 



ADVERTISEMENT. iu 

kiog Alfred. In the other, which he efteems a &criiice to 
truth, he has done violence to himielf, in depretiating ■ 
tusft^Xtor belonging to fo reipe£table a perfbn, as the late 
Mr. Thorefby, for whofe memory he retains the fincereft ' 
regard; and perhaps in offending £>me gentleman, he 
knows not whom, who may be the prefent poffeflbr of it- 
Seii magna efi Veritas G? pravaUiit, However, he thought 
them iotb necefl&ry, on account of the references made to 
them in the body of the Eflay, and the aiTertions thera 
grounded upon. them. 

All he would fay further is, (hat contraded as the fubjed 
19, he has endeavoured to render the work as exteniively 
ufeful as polfible; and is not deftitute of h<^>eS| that the 
various hints and intimations therein given may contribute 
to the elucidation of the Saxon, and even Pod-Normannic 
feries of our medals ; as likewiie that the numerous expla- 
nations of our coins here attempted, may prove an acceptable- 
prefent to thofe gentlemen, the current of whofe affei^ionft 
run ftrong towards this ipecies of innocent literary amuie- 
ment. 



ADDEENDA. 

'• r 1 3* fF^ HIS cfatnfler P , , , nme not iBto qfe opoa tbe ootni tflf the age of 

I Bthtlred II. 1 Thii obferradon, gromuled upon a view of tbe coiqi hi- 

JL thono pflblilhedt u m part inTalidUed by • Ule difcovtrr ; for Ur. 

White infonns me, chu id hii cabinet he bu coini of Edmrd the Maityi, Eadjvig, and 

Eadgar, with v either upon tbdi inlic or poftic. 

Second atMiiion to p. 33.] Aid there, 

THOMAS BOURCHIER. 

Bi(hop i>f Ely, wis promoted to the fee of Cantetlniry A. 14$^ in tbe reign of Hen. Vl. 
and died A. i486, in that of Henry VII. Thii prelate wu of a noble famOy, bong 
brother of Henry Sonrchier, Earl of Bffei t. he wu dignified moreov^ with the purple^ 
aed bis incDmbency at Cantcibary wat remarkable for the length of it, not Icb than ihiny- 
iwo yean. 

Edward Solly, Eiqi of the Conacil at the Sotitty of Antiquariei. London, a pof- 
felTed of an half giost minted at Canterbury, with a capital B on the King'i biaft, in. 



the fame ntnner ai Sherwood, biAop of DnrhaiR, pTactJ hit S, tad Booth, arthbifhop' 
•f Yoric, ^c«d hii B. Tbe coin nnqueJUonaUy belongi to caidiDal Bourcbier f and, in 
tbe opiaion of Mr. WbUe, (u> who(e fricndOiip I im indebted for tbe notiCtatioa and 
defcri^ion of tbij valuabk piece) wai minted io the leiga qf Richard III. tha IcgeDd: 
being RlCABDlVrS Dfil GRA. lod m the ioaer cirJa of the rorerle, CIVITAS 
CANTOB, the JTt being made like B'», and the if in Cantor revexftd, blocdcii whicb- 
tht (Mnfufion And troubles of K. Ricbard't reign will account far. 

ERRATA. 

P. 3i 4. Z> U often put for D; up. ;, 6. bid i*. 17. P. 9. I. iS. *-. where as. 

F. II. ].f. r. Willfteih. P. 13. I. 8. r. Cialootb. P. to. I. penult, r. Sigberet; antt 

again, p. ai. P. aa. 1, 4. r. LeSioa. P. .4. t, 14. r. GENNVLFVS. P. 15. 1. a6. 

f. at diher. P. 17. 1. 8. r. OAO. P. 30. I. a?, dele . and pat . P. 31. 1. 10. r, 

Pellets. P. 36. I. 6. r. omined il 1. 14. r. et Pairiardia. P. 41. 1. lO. r. fpatiofim. 

I. 1 1, r. mandant, I. ay. r. vailleaax. conticnt. eOoit. I. a8. r. matclots. P. 4a. I. 10. 

r. Lcgstti. 1. 1^ r, pennntuione. P. 4.3. I. 30. i-. mca}n«. P. a^- 1 ^. r. xrts. 

P. 47. in Not. for 38. r. a. P. 50. 1. if. r. difapprof 'd. P. ja. in Not. r. Sceafrlfaary. 

P. 53. I. 3. r. and perhapi. In Notes, (a) rclatea to {3) in the text, and (3) to (a); 

1. aotepeonlt. r, we call. P. 52. 1. aa. dele , pat . P. 60. L a. r. needs, I. iq. 

per- r, perfeQly. P.61. L i. loB, r. laft. P. i». I. |.'4. r. |Tceai. P. 63. 1. ante. 

pennlt. r. L1I:Ol:BN616. 1. ull. r. gentile. P. 66. 1. (4. r. penneat. P. 67. 1. Z7. 
r. itawaf. P. 70. I. 11. rt. Cuihredi. I. i). r. Occident. P; 71. 1. olt. r. mooearii. 
P. 74. 1. 17. r. torn. P. 75, 1, n. EONLYI, r. BONLVr. I. 13. BDI, r. BOI^ 
1. 10. W. O. r. O. W. P. 83. I. 4. r. ffloneiarioi. P. 84. 1. s. r. « liberius. I. 18. 
r. conceffilTa. In Not. for 84. r. 79. N. B. The references to tbe pages preceding are- 
bat 100 often wtoltj. P. 8c. I. 1. in Not. r. Nr>fieh{tx«: and again, p. 88. in Not, 
P. 88. I. 24, that, r. ihat : In Not. (7) and [9] are counter changed. P. 89. 1. $. in Not. 
r. Hen. I. ctiat. P. 89. I. nil. in Not. 558. r. 588. P. 98. in Not. (1) and {3) are- 
•oanterchtnged, P. 103. I. it. r, imagined. P. iio. 1. 13. r. Saxooi. P. Hi. 1. n- 
ft. ciarMDr. P.ti8. 1.27. Guthman r. Guibrom. 
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AT HE LA R D. 

1^£ firit of this icries> and m^ccd t)xci|io|l 
ancient prelatical coin it has yet fortun'd xxyt 
lo rcCij is a penny of Mr. Johtt White's, hat«^ 
merchant) iq Ne^gate-ftreet> JL^on^on, whoCe 
cabinet of Saxon and Eoglifh coins . is one 
of the noblcft in this kingdom. 

Athelard has the charader of a learned> 
pidu5> and good man (i ) ; he (at at Canterf 
bury from A.D. 793 to 806 (2)» aiid had the good fortune 
to reupite the archbjfliopric of Lichfield*, nfter it had exifted ^ 
a feparate primacy for fourteen years (3)»ftto that metropolis. 

(i) Mr. Battely in Cantuar. Sacr. p. 67. Archbilho|) Parker^ p* 94. 97. 
(2) Mr. Battely fiiys he died A. 803. and fo Mr. Wbartoni A. S. I. p. 331. 




(3) KV'?> P* 75* £<'i^I^ol* 
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2 A T H jEx L A R D. 

This piece is a mod invaluable curiofity, and \U probable 
the archbifhops of CantcFbury 4id net coin meney befofe this 
time (i) ; for though Icing Elhelbert is faid to have given his 
city of Canterbury to Augufline the monk, it ieems to have 
been a meer*a(fl of curtefy, and only to have been done in the 
way of providing him with a place of rcfidence, as will be 
noted elfewhere (2); whence' oAe would imagine^ that neither 
he nor his next fuccefTors would ever attempt to (Irike money; 
would ever^conCeive t^ey Had a fiffht td do {o[i\ or ^oul(f think 
of ufurping fo invidious a privilege. ^There was room after- 
wards for Athelard, Auguuine's 1 3th fucceflbr, to break th©^ . 
ice, and to fet up a claim ; and the circumftances of his times^. 
together with the appearance jpf things, feem^ to inforce. the. 
conclufibh, that hi^ tyas really the firflr. that made the effay^ 
but of this we (hall fay more nereafter (3). 

The obverfe prefcnts us witb OFF3C RBX t, or merciorum^, 
acrofs the area; and the reverfe^ which has only a crofs croflet 
inthcmiddle^ is infcrib'd ^i* 7ED1LEXRD PQNI. Thexrofscp^flet 
of the heralds, itfcems^ is a dcviceof rendote antiijuity; we 
have others of this age on the coins of Coenuulf^ king of 
Mercia (4)^ and in No. i. of archbifliep Wtsifred bekrw; ^s 
likewife on an Egbert of Mr. Duane's. The weight of this 
coin is 19 grains, but it is e^ten vith iiuft^ ^hd much impaired^ 
by time. * ....•.- 

Now Qffa's. coins are not /b^rce iii gepei^a], but noanct I 
believe, tttt few one of bis pennies^, till this piece nppwredt, 
that was ftruck by ao archbi(hop of Canterbury ;- a prelate, 
whofe fee was not even included within the dominions of 
Mercia, though they were fo large and extenfivcw It is difii«- 
cult, indeed, to iinagibe how this ihould happen ; wherefore,^ 
for the clearing , of this poiht,! (hall tianfcribe a letter which 
P wrote jfome time ago to Mr. White,^ for the ilhiftratkm o£ 
this rare coin. 

(i) Scft the Efij aimeied; (2*) Seethe £%. (3) See the EiK^ 

%ciiafi4» (fl Fountain^, Tjih. iV(.. 
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A T rt E L A R D. 3 

*».SIR, . I ■ : Whittifigfon, 5 Jprif, 1770. 

The obvcrfc of -your curious and moft valuable penny is' 
clear, ami evidently betokens it to have been ftrucken in the 
^ reign of OfFa the -Great, who acceded to the kingdorii of 
^* Mercia, A. 756, and died A. 796. 

" As to the revcrfc, + TCEDILETCRD poot. Athclard, archbi- 
** fhop of Canterbury, muft be thereby meant, for we know 
•* hot that thc';bifhotifs''of Mercia coined any money, in 
** the Saxon times, whereas Uie archbilhops of Canterbury 
*^^ certainly did. Befides/ we have no bifhop of Lichfield (i)' 
^ of this name in Offa's' reign ; but Athelard, archbi(hop of 
•* Canterbuxy^ fat from A. 797 to 806. • Thirdly, the name on 
^ the coin ^accords fufficientl^ with the orthography of the 
^ Saxon Chronicle^ ^here the afdhbifho^s name is written 
<^ jB]f^ia)&b, Ap^iaftbt A^Y>|t^, iCpe^afibr with iome Variation indeed^ 
«( but agreeing in the main with then^oin ; the fird and Ifeurth 
\* mode of writing having M^ and the fourth inferting E, with 
*^ the :^extus^ Rfif'enfis,^ vmich gives us Aedtlheardus (2). 

^< It ihould feein dieri, thaii this piece was ftruck between the 
<* years 793 and 7^6, as AthtferdVis >iot*ar(2hbt(hop till 793^ 
^< and king Offa died in 796 ; whereupon it may be proper to 
«' remark^ thai whilft the pall wa^' at Lichfield, as it was at 
** this time, there, wer<f pr<^rly three archbifhops In the 
'* ifland, the incumbent at Canterbury ftill continuing to enjoy 
*' hfs pali, with all his other privileges, in the fame manncir as 
" before. , . . .;^..^ , .-. ..^ ...•;../• . •, i 

<< But thjp q^emoii arifes,; aiid this infiked^ 4^ thc;4chief diflt^> 
culty refpe^iQg this pcnpy, how comes an archbi(hop of 
Canterbury ^o jcoin money by the authority of a king of 
Mcrcia, especially when OfFa feems^tg have,%eien.|he |>r^efr 
^* fed enemy of that fee ? and liad .actually ereAed an arch<^ 
^* biOiopric of his own at Lichfield } To this I anfwer, . that 
«* Offa was very poWerrtrt in Kent, that thfc pridiatcs atCan-* 
V terbury.werfcv forced t6 fubmit to him, and to aA by and 

(i) I may add, nor of; any othtf fee, tbatctn be fiippored lo be vifithin Qfia's 
domintpo « ; . lor whidi fee AnqbfaiiMp Parker^ p. 93. 

:(a) 'Tis.«lictf9mr Aame aaAdtfbrd, K. of Wefeir, fucctfflir of Ina, who, in 
the Saxon Cbron. A. ^^i• is cajHad J£tlMlhea^4 * 
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4 A! T' Kt E EI a: R^ If, 

*< under his authority, their own prince being then mucH de^ 
prefledy and, as it were^ under a cloud (l). Of&y indeed^ 
is faid to have hated Lambert, or JaiHbeFt*(2)» Achelard*8 itn- 
mediate' predeceflbr^ but *we read of n^- particular averfionf 
^* he had to Atlielafd; :on the cootrtcy libould imagifie^ front 
the great weight and influence, 1^ then had in the, Kentiflv 
kingdom, he: was rather inflrumental ia promoting Athehu-d 
^ to that primacy. . . ...;;]•,.. 

I ktww but ona o^je^ioo* to ikt abovt^^fpoficion^ Hiat the 
piece was coined betweeo 79}. aod.796y viz. tbatfl^ Athelard 
^ was tranflated from; ^ipcbeftef to, Canterbury^ and confe^^ 
^ quently was a biihop before 79^ this penny .might be 
'^ ilrucken by him^ before that date, -^POffl..* or Ptmt^ffx,. beii^ asr^ 
^ applicable to a biibop;9f Wiiic^m^r (5;)^ w fx^vx acchbiihop' 
^^ of Canterbury. Tbj^, hpwevev, 5^4 npT AreU ^he ; 1 &ir .the 
^^ reajSm . given abovp s^ai)i(V the biihops of Mercia l^Uir 

V equtdlji agaia^ the bi(hop9 of Wieflex, viz. that we know^ 
^ not that ever «)y of them coine4 money ki thCiSaxon times^ 
^ To whicb let it be added^ that . QfiEa>. by whofe authority^ 

V the piece was app9<yntly ^oif|fd«. had never .any thing to'da> 
« witfe.Wcffc?,/9r,tie pr^Ute^.of Ttftet Jki^^ -\ * 

|aift,.&|r, y»ilr moftolHidiept d- »- 
humble Servant, 

'Tis very obfervablb, that the miht-maf{9|:'s name dops not 
occur on thin tibin,' Afor<i^n*(bni^ others ISelbw/^iWugh; as will 
be dated hereafiet, it is> fo feldom knitted in tlie Saxon fpecie J 
We miift • ftppofe' thar thfe pirelates; in th^fc cafes, were re- 

ibonfibic' for A«lr oflicttte. 

M. V • .*) • ».,. ^r .^ 'WW . ^ -1 : -.i • . •; . « •' " 

.. . ^.- ,«. •.! I J . • ' 1 I) • • I ' < ■ r .. i . , . 

^ , Tbi& pe<m]t is ^^<maUyr . rftjTf:, xr^h- idle ftinner ; . for • ti9knigh> 
Kenulph's c(^$, in who^feig^.j^ was mioted^jwe notfc^; 



• ., if - 1 f * 



t • • • • t I * > 
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; j! .(i).Rapia, |><s«. ; ,. (si.ildem, :p.>75;i ^ 

(3) Dii Frefne in Voce. Gib(iifn^iCkvkir^fS'a^4. Dtt£;d^ Manaft. iii. p. ao^v 
138. Mr. Battely.iis.iniftakety «\^h«n. jb JSiMUiacSanu p. '6«y bs tefleema oiii 
term as peculkr to the ArcfabiflHifp: ol Ctfntebiit^ i .:. . ./' . ^ -" ^ * •> 
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A T H E L A R D. 5 

yet this is an unic at prcfcnt in rcfpcft of the prelate its fabri- 
cator : it receives great light from what has been faid on the 
former piece, anci is the property of that humane and com- 
municative gentleman Matthew Duarie, of Lincoln's- Inn, EfqV 
who was -fo obliging as t6 caufe it to be engraved, with three 
other valuable metropolitical coin^, all included in this aflfcm- 
blage, for my ufe and infpeSion. Mr. Dnane's cabinet is very 
extenfive, confiding, of div^rfc feries, and richly furnifhed. in 
all. In this particular branch it affords more fpecimens than 
any other cimelium we have. 

. -f !KEDILHE3CRD 5C— REP. The inicription runs into the area 
fif the coin, as fometimes happens in the Mercian fpecie,. 
tnd as we fee it do again in the obverfe of this very piece. I 
take the Itneola between X and R to be a note of abbreviation, 
as well as- jthat over EJP, and to intimate to us that Uii is omit* 
ted,. The orthography of the prelate's name corre(pohds per- 
fectly with the T'extus Roffenfis (i), except that the Latin ter-- 
mination is here omitted. 

The obverfe, which is divided triangularly, as the coins of 
Coenuulf» king of , Mercian often arc (2), is to be read 
-f. EOEHVVLF REX T, the T, which ftands for Merciorum,. 
being, placed in the area. The fecond E in the king's name 
was undoubtedly intended for E, and the fecond V, omitted in 
the line, or in its properplacc, is written in the area under- 
neath. See the type. -* 

The ^ge of this penny may be determined to a few years v 
king Offiat died A.. 796, Egfrid his fon reigned but four or five 
months, and then Kenulph, or Coenuulf^ took the crown.. 
So that the piece was undoubtedly Arucken between A* D. 796 
and 806 (or 803) (^), when Athelard himfelf died 5 probably 

about A. 800. Weight is 19 grains. 

• • • 

( I ) See above. (2) Sir Andr. Fouatainc, Tubi IV. (3} See abov^. . 
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Tl HIS prelate, who fucceeded Athelard, fat from A. 806, 
;( I ) t6 530, or 832. ^^He wa« a confiderable benef^idtor 
to his church, and a flrenuous aflcrtor of its rights (2)^ and 
before his death procured the enlargement of his fbvereigni 
imprifoned by Kenulpth, king of Mercia (3), 

T. 

The firft penny, from the earl of Pembroke's colledion, 
.engraved alfo by Mr. Wife, in his 17th table, prefents 
us with the archbifhop's head, and a full face, with a 
cap, and included in an inner circle, + WLFREDI TRCHIEPISCOP, 
Rev. a crofs croflet, and the legend written round, +DOROVER- 

NITCR niVITXTlS. 

. The name is here latinized, which is feldom, perhaps ne- 
ver, feen on the regal coins ; and, I prefume, as it is put in 
the genitive jcafe, VVlfredi^ the word moneta or nummus, is 
junderfiood^ 

The full face is alfo uncommon in the regal fpecie ; nay, 
I do not recollect a fingle inflance of it, till the reign of king 
Edward the Confeflbr ; tfaofe coins witlx the full face, in Sir 
Andrew Fountaine, Tab. VI. eadward. No. i, a, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, being coins of that prince. AH our prelaticid coins, 
however, are in that form, except No. i . at the Numifmata 
Jncerta hclow. 

As to the cap, which appears on this, and the other pennies 
jof this metropolitan^ (as likewife on fevieral of the coins of his 
fucceflbr, as will be noted in the refpedtive places) we are in- 
formed by Du Frefne (4), that the forked mitre of the modern 
(hape, was not in ufe till A. D. 1000, or thereabouts: Info* 
much that it would be in vain to expeA its ^pezxicacc in thefe 
old pennies ; and therefore the only covering of the head, we 
may imagine, would be a cap, though perhaps fbmetimes or* 
namented with fringe or embroidery, as we mall find below, 
and as we obferve it is on the celebrated gold coin of Vigmund, 

(x) Battel y fays, 803. See in Athelard above. ^2} Ibidem. 

(3) Arcbbifli^p Farkier, p. 103. (4} Du Frefiie 10 Gloflf. v. mitra.^ 

or 
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or Wigmund, archbiihpp bf York, who died A. 854, and is 
adorned with a fimilar cap (i). 

Mr.Thwaites (2), indeed, thought he difcovered the ancient 
form of the mitre, combined with the paftoral ftafF, and the 
book with feven feals, in the fecond coin of Aniaf, • Sir An^ 
drew Fountaine's Tables, No. liF. but Mr. Walker takes that 
device rather to reprefent the" front of a church (3). Sir An^- 
drew Fountarnc/ however, did not agree with him, but dcr 
clared frankly he knew not what to make of it. Ivis cer- 
tainly no mitre. The late Mr. Anftis obferves, that bilhops 
and abbots in foreign parts, wore their mitres differently, the 
biihops with the broad fide, and the abbots with the born^ or 
flits before (4) ; but this, he remarks, is a diflindlion not 
always obfervcd, at kaft not liere. There is alfo fome difFe- 
Knce now made in the bearing of the mitre by metropolitans 
and* the fuffragana, the former placing it in their coat armour 
#n a ducal coronet, a pradtice lately introduced, and' the latter 
having it cloie to the efcoeheon« A. nicety that was not ztf^ 
tended to in the ruder ages. 

As to the reverfe, wc have here the place of coinage ex- 
prefied, DOROVBRNiAt or Canterbury $. and perhaps it is the 
iirft time that the name of a city or town occurs on any. of our 
coins. DOROV£RNlA« with V inftead of B, is the ancient mode 
of writing, fince in the itinerary of Antoninus, the name of 
this city is always fo given ; ainl indeed; though the difference 
in pronunciation between V and B is- not greats and therefore 
we^(hall often find this* name hereafter written with B, yet V 
i% neareft the truth, and accords bed with the etymology of 
this* ancient name, which, in Mr. Camden's opinion, is Dur 
wbern, fignifying^ in Britifl), z rapid rwtr {^)*^ Mr.Thortiby* 
has a remark concerning this name, which requires fome ani- 
madverfion*; he fays^ ^< that city [Canterbury] occurs not, li 

(k) Lord Pembr. Numirm. part iv. tab. 23. or; Series > of Diflert. on A—- 
Saxoa Remains. 

(1) Ed.Thwaites, Notae in A— ^Sax.Nummos. 

(3) Ob. Walker in Camden, Tab. IIT. No. 34. 

(4) Mr; Anflis in Collcaions to Dr. Fiddes'a Life of Cardinal Wolfey, p. 91,. 

(5) Camden Brit, Col. 238. alio Somner Antiq. Canteib. p. 1, 2. Archbifhop 
Parker, p. 50. 

«' think. 
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'' think, upon any of the monies of the Saxon kings, by the 
*' name of DoroBernia, but Cantuaralmrg'' ( i ), by which if he 
:tneans, as I fufped he does, the Saxon fpecie in general, and 
not the regal coins ftridly taken and as contradiftinguilhed 
Tto the prelatical ones, he is undoubtedly in an error. For oi^r 
im^ll colledlion fhews clearly, that this city was often called 
Dbroverniat or DorobemiOf in the 6axon ages ; and the fame 
appears from Dr. Wilkins's CoUe&ion of the Councils ; not to 
mention venerable Bede and the Textvs R&ffen/is ; indeed, where 
the language is Latin, whether in books or coins, or fubfcrip* 
tions to councils, DoroAerma is sin ufual term perpetually oc- 
curring. 

This anon3rmous penny is in the Pembrochian Colledion, 
part IV. tab. 2, and will be appropriated, ynder the 5th arti^ 
cle (2), to this prelate. The obverfe gives us the like head 
and cap, with the fillet fringed, as in the faid 5th article, and 
the infcription, + STCEBERHT MONETK. Reverfc has, in three 
lines acrodk the area, bOROBEHNiA CI VITAS, with three dots 
above, and' as i|iaoy below. K.H 'Tis here DcrMbemia, 
with B. ' 

IIL 

• * ■ 

The tihird is an.ine4tted coin fr<Mii his grace the duke of 
DeVonihire's cabinet, 'who^ of his gricat condefcenfion, waefo 
obliging as to permit a drawing of his archiepifcopal pennies 
to be made for my ufe; obverfe exhibits the prelate's full face 
included within an inner circle, -4- VVLFKED ARlIHiEPlS. Rev. 
in four lines acrofs the area, + DOf^OBBRNU Cl VITAS. 

• ■ - ■ ' . ' •-' . IV; ■ ' . 

The property of Matthew Duane, Efqi The archbiihop's. 

bull: with a plain mitre, + VVLFPEtJcREHJEPL The A of 

Archiepifcopi, you obferve, is placed under the D in fVul-- 

fred^ whicb '^ very particular. The name ilib is latinized, 

(i) Thorefby in Camden, col. ccxi. (2) Sec alfo No. 4. below. 

and 
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and put In the genitive cafe; fee on the firft coin above. The 
area of the rev. is filled with a curious monogra^i, for which 
I fliall refer to the plate, obfcrving that the obvious interpreta- 
tion of it is DOROBERN, EV. or Dorobcrnia Civitas ; EV being 
an ufual abbreviation of Civ for Civita^. See the like mono- 
gram and abbreviation on the coins of Ceolnoth below. The 
infcription is + cteberht MOHETff, for saeberht (i), who 
coined money, as we fhall fee prefently, for this prelate ; info* 
much, that this curious and very pcrfedt penny greatly con- 
firms the appropriation of the anonymous coiuj No. 2^ to thii 
archbifliop. Weight is 2 1 i grains. 

V. 

The fifth penny of this prelate's, never before engraved^ 
was the property of the late Right Honourable Edward 
Wefton, Efq; of Somerby, Com. Line. On the obverfe, there 
is the archbifhop's full face, with his cap, the fillet fUtched 
or embroidered, and the epigraphe + vvlfred (2) 5CREHlEPi. 
whereas it is given in the genitive cafe, Arcbitpl. being the 
ufual abbreviation of ArchiepifcapU nummus or moncta muft be 
again underflood. Mr. White has a piece much the fame with 
this, only it gives AREHffiP 7 for AREHlEPf. it weighs bearly 2a 
grains, and Mr. Wefton's fomething more than 21 grains* 
The rev. has a monogram or cypher in the area, which I in- 
terpret DORO CV. that is, DOROvernia CiVitas, and the 
legend is + SOTIBERHT (3) monetx. In the year 1766, 1 wrote 
an epiftle to my learned and worthy friend, Daniel Wray, Efqj 
Deputy Teller of the Exchequer, and Vice Prefident of the 
Antiquarian Society, on the fubjedt of this and the fecond 
penny, regiftred above, which as it fully expreffes my thoughts 
in refpe£t of them both, I cannot do better than here traa«* 
fcribe it. 

(i) Thus £ is mifcut for E in Atlielard, No. %% 

(2) The name of the prelate, you obferve, is not here Iatini2ed% 

(3) One of the kings of £flex bore this •name. 
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«« S I R, f^nttingtortt Dec. 20, 1 76(J. 

'* The prelatical coins of the Anglo-Saxons arc in general 
•* very rare : fome time ago I difcovered one amongft the in- 
•* certa numifmata in Sir Andrew Fountaine's ixth table, and 
" communicated my ftntiments upon it to the fociety, fliew- 
" ing it to belong to Plegmund, archbifliop of Canter- 
" bury ( I )* There is an anonymous penny i» Lord Pem- 
•* brokers CoIledtion> part IV. tab. 2. which I have now reafon 
** to believe iis the property of archbifliop Wulfred, who fat ia 
•' the fame fee from A, 806 to 832. I ground the conjefturc 
" on a fine and fair piece of his, in the poffeflion of Mr^ 
^ Wefton,. of Lincolnfliire^ who was pleafed to fend me a 
' «' very neat drawing^ of it by the hand of my refpeftable friend 
John Bradley, Elq; of Lincoln, which I have here the ho- 
nour, by your mediation and friendfliip, of laying before 
** the fociety (2), and a drawing of lord Pembroke's coin along. 
♦* with it, for the illuftration of both. 

•• What I propofe to do in this paper is, to elucidate Mr. 
" Wefton's penny, this being the medium whereby the other is 
*' appropriated, and therein to difcover,. in few words, the 
•^ true owner of lord Pembroke's piece^. 

** Mr. Wcfton^is penny was found near Limber, in that 
** part of Lincolnfliire that is calfed Lindfcy, and formerly 
*' belonged to the fee or province of York » The penny^ how- 
** ever, does not appertain to the famous Wilfrid, archbifliop 
** of York, whofe life is written by Eddius Stephanus, and -oi 
*' whonoi we read fo much in venerable Bede, and other au- 
•' thors;. for I have reafon to think,* after coniidering this fub- 
** jcdt in the beft manner I am capable of, we have no Saxon 
" coins io ancient as the time of Wilfrid of Yoijk,. who died 
"A. 711. 

" The perfon then I fix upon is Wulfred, archbifliop of 
•* Canterbury, who began to fit there A. 806. Stephen Birch— 
•* ington (5), and the Textus Roffenfis {^yA obferve^ writCihis 

(i) The diflertation here referred to^ fhall be inferted beloWi 
{2I This letter to Mr. Wray was read at th^ Society. 
(3») Whauon, AngK Sacr. 1. p. 3^ 
^4) Tejctus Roffenfti in my Tranfcripti p.. 20^ 

•^namc 
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•* name vvlfredvs, as on the coin, allowing for the latinize 
^' tion of it. See alfo Wharton's Angl. Sacr. p. 53* 85. 87. 
*• 97. and Thomas Sprott, p, 128, 129, in all which places 
^* we have the fame orthography, as likewifc in lord Pem- 
^* brake's coin of this prelate, to be cited below ; whereas 
•* Beda writes the archbifhop of York, ^Vilf rid, and Vilfridus, 
•* and the Saxon vcrfion there Wilfrith and Wilfreth. Here 
^* alfo it (hould be remarked, that though Lindfey did once 
•* formerly belong to the fee and the province of York, as dated 
*' above, yet after the ere<5tion of the fee of Sidnaceftcr, it be- 
" came a part of the province of Canterbury, arid confcquently 
** was fo in the time of archbifhop Wlfred, which feems fuf- 
** ficicntly to account for a coin of his being found there. On 
** the contrary, it was not in the province of York when the 
** great Wilfrid fat there. 

** The mitre, or cap rather, is according to the form of the 
** times ; fee a coin of Ceolnoth, archbifhop of Canterbury, 
** who acceded A. 832, in Camden, Plate 1. No. 4. I have 
** feen another of the fame prelate's (i), with the like orna- 
^' ment ; and fee a third of Ceolnoth's, in Sir Andrew Foun- 
" tainc. Tab. III. as alfo his IXth Tab. No. 6, of the incerta 

numifmata. But what is moft to the purpoie, we have a 
' coin of this very Wlfrcd's in lord Pembroke's Colled:ion> 

Part IV. Tab. 2. with the. fame covering on the head, and 
'< the fame manner of fpelling the name. The mitre of the 
** prefent form, as we learn both from Spanheim and Du 
^< Frefne (2), was not in ufe at this time; however, had not 
*• yet reached England. 

** If there wanted any further proof, that the coin in quef- 
*« tion appertained to Wlfred of Canterbury, and not Wilfred 
«* of York, I would fuggeft, that in lord Pembroke's pl^te, 
«* cited above, there is a coin by the fame mafter, saeberht, 
** (for Saebert is the name of the mint^mafler) coined at 
y Canterbury, and a prelatical coin too, as appears by the head 
^' and its cap, as above. That coin, by the way, has no 
** owi)er, does not exprefs to us, that is, the name of the 
*' prelate to whom it belongs; but in all probability^ as it was 

(1) This is Mr. Knight's coin, which will be rcgiftred in its place. 

(2) See Art. L above. 

C 2 the 
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** the work of the fame mint^mafter as Mr. Wefton's coin, 
^* and refcmbles it fo much on the obvcrfe, it belongs to no 
" other archbifliop of Canterbury but our Wlfred. 

•* So much for the obvcrfe; as to the reverfe, Saebert is the 
^ name of the mint-mafler, who, I think, has mofUy a place 
^ on the Saxon coins, and confequently MONETA is part of 
^ monctarius. The monogram comes next, and laftly, under 
^ confideration . Now as the coin has nothing to do with 
^' Lindfey, otherwife than as being accidentally loft and found 
," there, but relates entirely to Canterbury, I conceive the mo- 
^ nogram muft have been intended to denote fomething rela- 
'^ tive to this latter place, and I interpret it accordingly DORO,, 
^' i.e. DORObernia, in which abbreviated manner the name 
^ of the fame city is reprefented on the penny of archbifhop^ 
^ Plegmund, mentioned above (i).. D is apparency over the 
^ firft O, as R is over the fecond.. Others, perhaps, may dif^ 
*• cover the whole word Dorobernia in this cypher, and it is cer-- 
^ tainJy written at length both on the anonymous coin ftruckenv. 
^ by Sacberht, and in lord Pembroke's other coin belonging; 
*^ to this prelate (2).. 1 have therefore no ©bjedion to the- 
^ other letters, BBRNIA» being included in the monogram.^ 
^ Civitas is often expreiTed on. thefe occafions ;, fee the twa. 
^ coins laft mentioned,, and. Sir Andrew Fountaine's IXth Ta« 
^ ble. Quaere therefore whether EV may not be dcfigned for- 
** the abbreviatipn of that word ? 

*f This is the whole of what I have to fay. both on Mr. Wef-^ 
<^ ton's degant pei:iny, and the anonymous one in the cabinet 

of the earl of Pembroke ;^ I wi{h it may prove of fatisfadion. 

to the gentlemen of the fbciety, . to whojGb jfervice I profefsv 
^ mj^iclf moft {particularly devoted, ^ being. Sir,, both tbeir's,.. 

and jour moft obedient Servant^.. 
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(}[ ) See if herei alfo in the fijxt ; ; a$ alib tbe: adTof Ceolnotb. . 
(?) Nc. J;. above.. 
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TETI S prelate, whom Ob, Walker and Sir Andrew Foun- 
taine call the good Bijhop^ acceded A. 832, and died 
A. 870,^ or 872. And as Fleogild and Syred both died foon 
after their elcdion, he may be deemed, ^n reipedl of the pre- 
fent fubjedt, the immediate fucceflbr of Wulfred. 

He had alfo the name of Ciathredus (i), but on the coins 
the orthography is, Ceolnoth^ Coelnoth, Culnod, Ciulnod, 
and Cielnoth, by the firft of which he is mentioned in the 
Saxon Chronicle, as likewife in Matthew of Wcftminfter, and 
Florence of Worcefter, whilft the Textus Roffenfis has Celno- 
dus. I prefume that Colnodf on a flica of Eanred king of 
Northumberland (2), may alfo be the fame name contradl- 
ed from Coelnod^ Thefe variations tend to fliew how mi— 
ferably fiu^uating and unfettled our orthography was in thefe 
times, when fo few were able to read and write, and there 
were no other rules for it but vulgar pronunciation, which, no> 
doubts wa^ often extremely vitious and depraved.. 

II 

This penny is part of the Pembrochign CoUedion; it has 
the prelate's effigies with a cap, exacSly like No. !• of Wul- 
fred; the infcription + nvLNOD (3) XREEPI8. id eft, Arcbiepif- 
tapust the abbreviation being iimilar to that of the famousTork: 
^oin of Vigmund (4) ; and that which occurs fb frequently in > 
the Saxon Chronicle, of ^rr^A. for Arcebif cop. The revcrib 
gives us the ancient monogram of Chrift, fo common on the 
Roman coins after the reign of Conftantinc the Great. The 
legend + VVYNIMRE MONETX. Mr. Thwaites, whoie notes on 
the Saxon coins were printed at Oxford, A. 1708, divides whati 
I: efteem to be. the mint*mafter's name, thus, . VYYNf. CDxRE . 

(i) Archblihop Parker, Antiq. Brit. Eccl. 

(2) Sir Andr. Fountaine, Table X, No. 4. 

(3) Sir Andr. Fount, who alfo has engraved this piece, gives it CVLNOD. . 

(4) See the May annexed* 

[magnus]; 
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[magnus]; adding, V denotat £• Thus again, in the nth 
coin of king Cnut, in Sir Andrew Fountainc's IVth Table, he 
divides LEODMER into LEOD MiER. interpreting the laft word 
Magnus I fo that thcmaftcr's name, according to him, is Wine, 
But this I cannot approve, Mr. Thwaites v^as too vifionary to 
be a good mcdalift. He had a notion the minters of thefe 
early times were earls, or other great men, for which I can fee 
no reafon ; for though the mafters generally put their names 
on the currency, and perhaps might be obliged to do fo, as 
refponfible for the weight and purity of the fpecie, yet one 
cannot rationally fuppofc they ranked with earls. But I fliall 
fay no more of this matter in this place, as it will fall more 
properly under confideration in the fubfequcnt effay, than juft 
to remark, that there is fomething very abfurd in a man*s 
filling hirafelf the great Coiner ; another perfon might -terni 
"him fo, fuppofing him to be very eminent in his profcffion, but 
it is not natural for a man to dercr>be himfelf by fo lofty and 
arrogant a title ; cfpccially, for one who was not the king's, 
but only the archbifhop's fervant, a workman at a^ fccondarys 
mint. I would therefore rather take it in one word, Wynimre, 
that is, Wynimer, by a tranfpofition of the canine letter and 
its vowel, fo frequent in our language, and which makes fo 
little difference in pronunciation. The vowel for the fame 
reafon is oftep omitted^ as in VVINIFR for Winifer, in the coins 
^f St. Edmundfbury, in Sir A. Fountainc's Vlth Table* 

11. 

This coin, from Sir Andrew Fountainc's Illd Table, is cn- 
'gravcd alfo in Speed, Camden, and Mr. Wife's 17th Table. 
It occurs Jikewifb in the duke of Dcvonfliire*s cabinet. The 
arcbbifliop's effigies has the ufual cap, but with a ftitch'd or 
cmbroider'd fillet. EEOLNOt) xrehiep. Revcrfe, a rich com- 
pounded crois, very curious, confidering the time, fills the 
area, + DKClX monettc doro. There is no doubt but DORO 
ilands for DORObernia, and the minter Diala may perhaps be 
the fame workman who is written Diola on a penny of Coenulf 
king of Mcrcra, who died A.D. 819 ; for I cftecm it no un- 
common thing for a workman to change his mafler. See the 
^fl and ad of Plegmund. This penay, now extant in the 

cabinet 
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eaBinct of the Hon. James Weft, Efq; Prcfidcnt of the Jloyal 
Society^ to whom I have great bbligations, weighs loi grains.. 

III. 

This curious inedited number comes from the cabinet of 
that worthy gentleman^ whom I have the honour to call my 
particular triend,, Thomas Knight, of Godmerfliam,. in Kent;. 
Efq. It weighs 23 grains now, and a piece being broken off; 
was probably coih'd for 24. Mr, White has alfo a fpecimen of 
the fame, weighing 22 grains. The buft is like No. Hi 
and the infcription + EIALNO© XRE. The reverfe has in the 

area ^Ll which perhaps may be intended for a paftoral ftaff 

and a crofs united together ; fo that the letters EA may mean 
Cealrtoth Archiepifcopus;. but I incline to think the truth to 
be DORO EV. i. c. Dorobernia Givitas ; EV being the ufual ab- 
breviation of Civitas (i). The infcription, however, is clear,, 
+, vviERE TONETA. or, as in Mr. White s piece, WI-ere MONE'ra. . 

IV. 

This pcni^, which is Mr. Duane's, exhibits the archbifhop's 
buft, with a clofe embroidered capi the fillet very broad. Inr- 
fcriptioa, EBQLNOd tcrehie? . The. reverfe is very Angular, as 
the legend, which begins on a broad crofc, runs into the quar- 
ters of the area, + HEREEX moneto. Weight, is 18 grains,, 
but. there is a fmall fradlure in the edge. 

■ v: 

The obvcrft of this piece, which is in the Britifli Mufcuin». 
and weighs 19! grains, refembles Mr. Duane's exaftly, fo as 
to bt thought to be the fame die, as to that .fide. It has a like 
fnip or fraiture alfo. The reverfe, however, varies, and coir- 
ftitutcs it cpnfequently. a different coin, + BKffiNRElD MONETa:. 
The letters are placed in the-famcuncommoa. manner with: 
thofc on Mr. Duane's penny. 

(i) SeeWilfreij No.V. 
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VI. 



My refpeftable friend, Mr. Benjamin Bartlet, apothecary, 
of Red Lion Street, to whom this work (lands indebted for 
his unremitted affiduities in promoting it, is the worthy pof- 
fcffor of this hitherto un-cngraved penny. A full face with a 
ftitched or embroidered cap, + EOELNOD XRE. Reverfe, a mo- 
nogram, refembling that on No, III. biorntod tonet. weight 
i6i grains. 'Tis the fame name^ though not the fame perfon, 
as Beornmod, biihop of Rocheftcr, Cbron. Sax. p. 34. Textus 
Rqffen/is^ p. 2 1 • of my MS. copy^ And quaere whether £)/- 
.ernodus in Thome, coL 1776 and 2240, be not mif- written 
forBiernmod? 
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THIS prelate was a native of Mercia^ and one of the 
mod learned men of the ifland in his time : He acceded 
to Canterbury A. 889, and died A. 915, fo that his incum* 
4>ency comprized the latter half part of the reign of iElfred 
the Great, with whom he was a particular favourite, and the 
created part of that of Edward the Elder. 

I. 

We are fo unfortunate as to have no effigies of this prelate, 
and therefore (hall begin his feries with one of the Harkirk 
coins, which appears in Obadiah Walker's Latin Vcrfion of Sir 
John Spelman's Life of K. iElfred, as alfo in Sir Andrew 
Fountaine, and Camden. Mr. Walker iaya, on the obverfe 
(which by miftake he calls the reverfe, as likewife he does in 
the Life of Alfred) is the pallium or pall, and yet, by a ftrange 
inconiiftency, he obferves at laft, that it is not unlike the pe-^ 
dufHy or pafloral ftaff of the oriental bifhops. Mr. Thwaites 
and Mr. Thorefby alfo term it a paftoral ftafF; but, for my 
part, I efteem it to be the pall, which in after times, aa 

Walker 
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Walker rcnurkst, was very differently faihioned^ and was the 
proper h^nt of an arch^^ihop. , I fliall infert a word here^ 
howeji^ery on the pedum^ or p^HotTl ftafF* According to the 
heralds^ the arnis of Odo^ bifhop of Baieux» were, gueullet 
a lion rampant dVgent, au crofier ilafe en band finifter d'or« 
But I know not by what authority they afiign him this coat« 
Why muft the crofier be iinifter, when, though William his 
half brother was a bafta^dy he was not, but was both begotten 
and born in lawful wedlock? GuL Gemitic, p. 268. They 
feem to be wrong, too, in making the crofier of the prefent 
form ; for, as has been obferved, in Arcbaohgia S. Antiq^ 
p. 344* Odo's ftafif was of a very diflferent figure. Befides, one 
pas reafon to fuiped, that armorial bearings were things un« 
kn<)wn in. Europe in Odo's days/ The earlieft reprefentation 
qf the croQer which. I have met with,, in the conbrnon fottskf 
is upon a penny of Henry bifliop of Winchefter» in king Ste* 
phen's reign» engravied by Mr, Folkes (i). .And in the.invefti* 
tures per baculunif of which we read fo much in the great con-^ 
tefjt^. about thctm, temp*. Hen* I. the Baculus was probably of 
that ihape. I return to our coin; the infcription is + pi^cmvnb 
'KMLBXVB. Reverfe has three croflfes in fefife^ . over which is 
XB&U and under> vlp MO. NoW iBthelulf was a mint-mafter 
of Alfred the Great (2), and of Burgred, kiiig of Mercia (3)^ 
who died A. 873 ; but Mr. Walker^ by a miftake frequent in 
him» a^ alfo in Thorefby, Thwaites, and Sir Andrew FountaiA^ 
reckons him to be a duke or earl (4)^ 

This was one of Sir Robert Cotton*s coins^ but is now loft, 
^s many of his coins are, and confequently does not appear ia 
the Briti^ Mufeum. ^ |iowever, it is well engraved in Mr» 
Sdden's SpicUeg. ad Eadmer. p. 2 17^ It occurs alfo in Sir Aa« 
drew Ifonntaine, and Camden. There is a crofs in the arei> 
4. PLfiCMVND aCHIEP. Reverfc, three croSes in feiie^ over 
which, EIEMY5 and. under, ND mo. Thwaites and Thorelby 
give it EidmuTid, butib the {dates it i$ evidently Etcnmnd^ and 

(i) FoUces's TaMes of Stiver Coins, pUtc I. See alfo Num. Pembr. I^. 23. 
(aj Sir Andr. Founuine, No. 8. (3) Ibid. No. ao. 

4 J See Walker in the Life of Alfred. 
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'tis probably the fame name with that blundered one ift No. 17; 
qf Edmund I. in Sir Andrew Fouhtaihe'i tables; poffibly, hfe 
might alfo be the fameperfon, as Edxt^und mounted the thronei: 
A.D. 941. * 

III:. 

Amongft' the Numifmata ihcerta in Sir Andrew Fbuntainc's:. 
n^inth table, there is a penny which I conceive may belong, to- 
this prelate. It has in the area a fmall crofs with this infcrip-;^ 
tion, •!• RjianaMVN doro, whercrfomc.of the letters, arc revcr-^ 
fed, hut the whole, fuppofingthe firft loiter, to be miP-read, on 
perhaps mif-cut in the. original, is plainly,.. PLEC&mvn DORO? 
herneniis. The reverfe ha«' •»• o •!• in fcffc, abow -which is, y 
enza ; and below, M MO. The coin appears- alfo in'^amden^ . 
where Walker fays iV is to bim uninown, and Mn ThorcAy 
thinks it to be the property of Edmund the ^Martyr, his nama 
being inverted- DNVMa* but what to make- of the reft' of the : 
letters he. could' not tell. But certainly, if this penny, ap- 
pertained to any Edmund> it ought rather tO'be'£dmun4 li . 
fince it has more of the n>anner of bis reign> than <^' that of 
Edmund the Martyr.- The reverfc, Mr. Thorefby fays, is 
ENSAM 'MOneta, perhaps for EveOiam, onEfliam, inWor*. 
odlerfiiire{i).' But this:weikall examine by and by.^ 
• It is no objedlion with me, that Jt is P/£;^«^2^»*inftilad of 
Piegemund^ as in^ names of this termination D as ibmetimes , 
omitted; hence, in a coin .of Edmund L we have Edaiun (2)$ , 
or perhaps two D*s cpming together, one of them might be : 
cfifualiy dropt, as we often experience in our common writing. . 
The lozenge-like O, thus 0, you have on tht -reverfe; as IJke-- 
wife on m^ny of the Mercian pieces. . But 1 (hall here infert a . 
memoir on this penny,- formerly fcnt to Daniel *Wi*ay, E(q^ 
and read at the Society of Antiquaries, A.D. 1764, whereiiu 
the above appropriation, of. this, cpin Js minutely juftified and. 
accounted for. 

m 

« In the fifft table of f Sixon- cpiris, ^ih b1(hop Gibfon-s cdi^" - 
tign^ of jCflmdfns Br ffanniOf .we h^ve the type o£ a,filyer penny, , 

(t)/f'«r«//V/f^/r/^ Muf. 343. wff/^. . (a) Sir;AiKir«>FpiuUMavJ^!Ai-i7. 

the 
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the onginal whereof is faid to have been in the pofleffion botli 
of the late worthy Mr. Ralph Thorcfby, the Lf^^J Antiquarian* 
and of Mr, William Charleton ; *tis the laft in that glate. Sk 
J^ndrew Fountaine has alfo engraved At in the ninth table 
:of hia coUedlion of his Anglo-Saxon coins, publifhed along 
with the learned Dr. 'Hicfces's ^befaurus. Mr. Obadiah WalkcV* 
has likewife given it in his Latin verfion of Sir John Spelman'^ 
3Life of Kingi&lfred, Tab. vii. No. 2. and indeed Walker wa« 
the firift '<>f our Antiquaries that exhibited it. 

** *Ti8 plain Sir Andrew Fountaine knew, not weTl to whom 
to refer this piece, having placed -it amongA the Incerta Nu^ 
ynifmata^ and pafled it over in filence in liis Comtiientary. 
Obadiah Walker in his notes, which we have in his edition of 
'Spelman's Life of iElfred,; and in the feveral editions of Canir 
tien, declares the fame concerning himfelf ; and even M^r. 
'Edward Thwiaites, who !s felidom backward in ofFering his 
.conjectures (fuclx as they a^e) lets the coin go without faying a 
word (i). The only author. In fliort, that "has made any at- 
tempt towards the illu'ilration of it, Xo Tar at leaft as I have 
been dble to learn* is the ^bovemeiitidned 'Mr. Thorefbyjj whofe 
words, tranfcribed ffom liis 'Commentary in the kte editions 
iof Camden, 'here fdllow, 

^ 35th feems to be ;<)f Edmund the Mar fyr^ his natpQ Js 

* verted dnvms (2) ; but what to make of the reft of 

^ theletrtecs, I know not. Reverfe^: ENSAM MOne^ 

"^ -ta, perhaps for Eveiham, pr Eiham). inWorocfttir^ 

■^ihire(3V 

^' I wonder this gentleman did not rather pitcli'Ufpon Eyn- 
tjliam,. or Enfham, in Ostfbrdihire, which approaches nftucli 
nearer in ibund, and is a very ancient place, as appears from 
the Saxon Clironide, where it is metftioned in the 'year 571. 
(4) As this was fo obvtoiis,' I though t^toper jud to remark it, 
left any one falling upon this conjeftifre^might imagme be had 

(i) Thwaites^ Notae in A^-^^Saxonum Nummos, Oxon. 170ft. 

. (2) Read tlNVME^ as in bis Mufeum, p. ^[43. 

(3) Sec alfo Th'orcfby's Mufeum, 1. c. . ., ^ 

(4) See alfo Johnibnfs CpUtdlion qF Eeckfiaftical LaW», &c. Aft. MIX. 
Lai^ard's Topogr. Did. ;?• xi> Aiihop 'banner's Notitia Moo. p. 417. aad 
Camd. Biit« Col. 294. Edit. 172a. 

D 2 fait 



«t> pr L' E O'M U' N' 0, 

hit upon tRe right key, whereas it will be (hewn in the pro^ 
grefs o(f tilts paper, that this can no more be the true interpre-^ 
tation thap the other* 

^ Before I propofe my own conjediure concemihg this coin^ 
it will be neceflary for me, I prefiime,. to difprove^ this of Mr^ 
Thorefby, and indeed Ifbarcely ever faw a more unfortunate: 
boe.. 

pios Ota incuria ftidit^^ 
Ant bumana parum cavit Natura^. 

*^ St. Edmund the Martyr wa* king of Eaft-Anglla^ 

ly Norfolk, Suffolk, an ' " ^ 

of Worceftcrfliire,, how 

-zjr-r-r- --^ -w poflibly have any things ^ ..^ 

moufd it'.be jfaid, that in after times^, namely, fifter his martyr;- 
ilom aod canonizatipo^ fome religious houfos of his invocations 
Vight there be founded^, that is not pretended in the cafe, and; 
1 don't fin4. that ever St. Edmund the king was particularly; 
1^09pure^ at EveJham^ either with a nionaftery^, or the dedicar 
tion of any parochial church or chapel*. The fame may be: 
iaid of^ Eyniham in Oxfordshire. Belide^^ had this coin beeh< 
ftrucken by any great abbot in remembrance of this faint, you< 
Wbuld probably have had him called SC. i^e.. Sandus- upon it,., 
in like mariiier as he is ftiled on the coins minted by the abbots 
ef St. Edmoiifoury (i);: in ihort, the obverfe and^^reverfe of 
this com arii not confident with each/other,. according to thefe 
explications.. 

<* This general ab&rvation premi&d^. I ihall now ihew more 
particularly, that neither of the legends ace rightly, interpreted.. 
, To begi A with the obverfe y 

<< Edmuixi t^e Mar^r C90 have jiD claim to this caiof. h^ 
caufe there are no pieces air |dl of the 1^ Angjian kingdom 
come down to us {p,)i, for that fc;nn|r which Sir A^rew 

Fountaine 

(]) Sir Andrew Fountaiae^ Tsdi SfL No. 24, 25, 26, %ji adi, I. may add, 
as on the S. Pfctri Moneta. 

' (2) Sigbereti king of Eaft-An^a, acceded lo the ihrone A, 636, and A. 644 
wia kitted in baide by tht Meiciaai* As lie ivat a Chtiftian,, and » pMroa of 

. . learning. 
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Fountaine aicribes to Eric, who was flain A. 905, belongs to 
Eric the Daniih king of Northumberland ( i ) ; and as to that 
kx the third teblc^ which he attributes to king Aldulf, who 
afccndcd thaft throne A. D. 664/ 1 fhall take upon me to fay,, 
from the littk experience I have in thcfe matters, that the 
piece is no Anglo-'Saxon coin (2)5 and further, that there is 
00 SaxjQn coin extant, I mean that has yet been publifl^ed,. that 
vifes to fo high a date ; for as to Mr. Thorefby's famous unic 
•f St. Edwin of. Northumberland, that I could eafily (hew, 
belongs to a mudh more modern prince, king Edward, the 
Confeflbr (3).. This is now a great prcfumptivc argument 
againft Mr. Tho»fbys way of reading the obverfe of this 

lej^rning,. hp propured |)iCbop Felfx, A Burgundian, tp be fent to.^iin horn Can« 
terb.orVt to affift him in hii laudable defigns for' ttie promotion of religion and 
good lit^atiire y. and the i^count which John Eiekind fives of their jointproceed- 
iligSy rvn'tbus; ,^ QftcqcngK fidei precrpta .edodi, le toios Deo Oi M. confe- 
*^ craveruQjt ( Piineep%.imDi6ndio dele6Utut apoftoli et epifQppifi4./iuifiiute, fe* 
*' dem ei de more ftacuit in litonUi feci aritrqua fudovolcarum civitate^ quam Oftro« 
* angli veteret quidem ilH, ut ex numifmatum infcriptionibus iipparet, P.ONMOC 
«- appellabant ;r ftd'p^ftea, invaletkents epifcopi autoritate, F£J(.IXST«OW s. 
^vulgOy ft % ioStia^fitici^ 4iQf^ p^k n^ftrf Vinien r^ reliquiae u^U oUm 
^ip^agjP8e« atnyaciong^ m^'violci^ia;multun^ dmuaugcj, DVNSWIC vocat,) 
•*et nos, ot latihius perfonet» Difnowicufh ♦/ ' . 

But now there is no neccAty to fuppofe that Leiand meani to tell us, he had' 
faen £aft*Alsdim CQiApjof. the age .of Sigbctet and'Felix^ with DQNMOC in 
the legends: No^r d^ Ltbiak he defifia*d to lav be found that ^aoie on aaf coins 
of that kingdom^ in' its^ beptarchical ftate^; tpvy in fad, I prefume there ^vere* 
never any ftrticlt there. AH that he propofed to advance, is, that be had feen it 
ib written ea* feme Saxon . coins of the monarchy, 'finee Egbert, for example;. 
»nd frem thence ^o^^Mdiad^^ai urtth reafon and jf ftke he ipight^ that this was 
the antient and original qa^e^d ortbograpby of the place, , before^ it Vas called: 
Filtxflvw and Dprnxmu 

* Leiand in Tanneri Biblfbth. v.SigebertuSii (a) SeetheEflay, p. 54* 

(a) Since. |hp pemiing of this Memoir, A. 1764, the Rev* and learned Mr.. 
Clarke, 0/ ^uxtcd^ in the (Unnadin of tbi Rom. 'Sax.^and BngL Coins ^ a work, 
fraught with variety, of erudition, has .admitted this coin as a genuine penny of 
Aldulf, 'of ^aft'Anglia, p. 416. but I don't fnid that our beft connoifleurs agree 
with hihi^ 'T;he;>orfgin^ tvpe of this pbnny, in Speed, has AVDVLFiVS> 
FRISIN, and/not PKI8^4', as Mr. Selden'i engraver, in tbeTJ/Zri of Honour^ 
and all the latter dra^ughts, erroneoufiy give it. So that- 1 take it to be a (mall: 
Ipedal of Adolphy .duke of Quddcrland, FRISIN meanine Frifingenfis. 

(3) Xft I <^ferve^bM-the Vork Antiquarian, Mr. Drake, is To unhappy as tq • 
fakc.il ifift fi is4v:SRnn^i^ ^> EdMrtn. £horac. in Append, p. ciii. Mt. Wife 
agrees in abjudicating it from St. £dwin» and thinks it a coin of king iulwig, . 
but in that h^ if. uQ<jgiib^41x injiftaken. See ad Diflcrtation. 

penny. 
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penny, to wit, that it does not appear, at pre(ent, ifaat the 
Baft Angles, ^ny noiTe than the Eaft and South Saxons, ever 
ftruck any money^ 

" But 2dly, Mr. Thoielby*$ feaion will only account for « 
fmall part of the epigraphe, viz. frw letters oat -of twelve^ 
and, what is worfe, by adheringto>it, you will be extremely 
at a lofs how to make any fenfe of the four preceding, and the 
three following, whibh in /that cafe are peffedly unintelligible^ 
as Mr. Thore(by bimfelf admits* This, fince thofe letters are 
very fair and legible, muft be deemed a maierial, an^ I fhould 
(think unfurmountable^objeftion to this igehilemaii*s expofition« 
-*^ A third argument may be deduced from the nature of the 
ancient .orthography; wherein, admitting, that the rules of 
• writing were not Iq Hx^A and .certain amongft the Saxons, as 
: they are at prefont apongft vs, yet, as they were never fparing 
. of their letters, fo they preferved much more of the etymology 
of the -names of pcrfons and places, tlian we now do. The 
.name, as the learned author here gives It^ is EmunJ; nowBd- 
•mund, king of ,<the Eaft Angles, was JkiUed by the Danes, 
A. 0.870 (i), at which time, as likewife long after, -the ini- 
tial fyllable of the compound Edmund wa3 written univerifittly 
^ab, which fignifies Jbap^, from the .Saxon ^bij, or mild, from 
>the Saxon e^s ^2)*, fo the Saxon Chronicle, and the coins 
give it every where. 'From whence I argue, that Emund can 
.never be put for Eadmund, too ntany letters, being omitted. 
tOne, it is poflible, might be dfopt by the accidental laiiftake 
♦of the graver, but fcarcely two. The conclufion is, that this 
cannot be the money df St. Edmund the Martyr. 

'* 4thly and laftly, as the martyr was flain in the year S70, 
which coincides with the reign 'of king Ethelred I. this was 
before revcrfos of this form, witTi legends acrofs the area, were 
brought into ufc, they not being introduced till the next 
reign, fo far as we can judge from the coins already publiihed» 
<* But hcvt h may be afked. Though the piec6 appertains 
not to Edmund the Martyr, may it not be the property of fome 
other prince of the fame .name, of Edmund I. or Edmund 
^Jronfide ? I .flis^l Jreply to this ^qiseftioii, aadtlien I have done 

(i) Rapin, p. 89. C^) Gibibn ad Cbron.'Sax.' p. ji. 

with 
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with the obvcrfc. The fecond argument from the unintelligi- 
Bility of the reft of the infcription, in cafe you beftow the 
piece upon any EJmundr J^nd the third argument from* the 
ancient'ftill manner of writing the name, hold equally againft 
both^the other Edmunds. The coins are unanimous^ in repre-* 
fenting the names^ Ekidmundi both on the money of Edmund ll 
who fucoeeded his brother, A. 841, and on that of Edmund 
I^onfide, .who came ta the crown A. 10 1 6 . The fdurthr- argu-^ 
mcnt agaii), drawn' from the form of the* reverfe, excliides 
\iktvfikIfonfid€'& toilet for rcvcrfes of that complexion-' were 
lift off by the Saxons long before his reign, as we (hall have 
occafion to remark below. This indeed does not affedl Ed- 
mund I. whofe preteniions, . however, . are fiifficiently invalidaT 
ted by the two former objedtion^i. 

- ' '^ I Mtertibw uponthcrcverf*', which I iKall fhew is cquairy • 
vAifinterpreted. FirfV, 'tis a^^ palpable miftake to take the le*^ - 
gend upon it for the name oP a town, as the author here does ; 
it beings a general rale among our Saxon< /v^m/ir^?)^^ to prefent 
iss with their name in thatpkee in ti^is kind of reverfes . There : 
-aie vei^r few except iens to* this rule ; (for as to that curious 
penny of ^ffred, with his head> and a monogram or eypher 
iiiihe rcvwfe (i)f the maftep's -name is- there cafuaHy*dmitted,. 
as as moft evident from a fpeoimen in the poifeflion of the late 
Dr. Meady wh«^«^ AlfiF wa* wrirten^ above the monogram, and \ 
ZSrXN uttdCf it;)/' I-fey^ there^ are but ^few esccepttons to thiis 
rule, and even^ thofe^are4uch,vwhichy when' they are duly ex^ 
amined, will be found to be efTentially different from the cafe 
before u^ SirAlidri^ Fountaine has cauied' in his tables no - 
lefs -than 116 reveres with the letters acrofs the middle of. the 
coins, as they arVon this^ penny, to be- engraved ; and there is > 
not> abovi i«ve.ov^x-^of^them thttt afford«u& the name of the 
;placs^^of coinage : ooAOerning^ which' it- is obfervable, that the 
.uinter's^nome efthifiP accodaipanies the name of the place^ as ih k 
-Tiib. IL rj; Tab, V. Eadgar, No. ^2. VIIL- Eadwig, z & 4, . 
or elfe is put^ ki-fonke other pairt of the com, as in T&b. IX. . 
JtiumfnuJntei^fU-^QK 5.aiidi6. . £Vom whence we leariy, that: 
when the name of the .mailer is. put in any other place. but the.; 

( I } Sir Aiiditw Fomuinc,; Tab. I,_ Nb. 9. . 
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area, thepi. ydw \k%vt -the word rQIVITAS^ or.ECCLESIA, or 
ibme.abi^reviatipn of themi hy way;of txp}ar¥atioQji .along with 
the oame of the place ifn t\» faid artsa: And 0H>reover,. that 
wherever the letters MO foljpw the name, a8 they do in the 
reverie we are now upon^ the name of the mint-mader, and 
not of the place of coinage, is always intended i whence it 
follows^ that inftead of reading the infqription ENS AM MO* 
neta, as Mr, Thorcfby does» s^nd interpretii^. it of any.towu or 
city, it ought to be filled up thuSi ENSAJVl MOo^tarius (i)» 
informing ns that En/am, whoever he wHs, was the mafter of 
the mint where this piece was coin'd« ' For the truth of this 
obfervation I appeal to a penny of Ankf 's, in. Sir Andrew 
Fountaine, Tab. III. where the WQrd is given more at lengthy 
MINETRIV, which can ftand for nothing lelfe but the- word 
Mooetarius, the Saxon graver ;i>ejing led into that mode of 
fpelling, fay the vernacular iayiie^, f appeal .t9 another ig 
Tab, VL Edmund, No, 25, where it is MONETAI, the laft 
Aroke being part of R> th^ like unfimOied letters bein^ com- 
mon at the end of infcrij>ti9i$s upon, coins :both before and afttr 
the Norman Cohqueft. . } , ^ppfeiai tQ a thirds in Le BlasK; 
p. 58, where it ie written f^llerj EUPONK. MQ3NETARIp 
lee alio N04 5, and 55. ;in that Tabl<^«to mentioiiino mortp it 
both which the word is complete, MXIM"" MoNETARI^ and 
CENULFVS MONETARIVS (a). This explication o( the 
reverfe effe^^^lyexclvKies Mr«.ThQreil)y'^ c0nje^iire about the 
town of Eveiham^ as alfp it does the other jlbot^e-mcntioncdt 
concerning the towp of £yniham« ; ! > . . 

'Vfiut to fay the truth, the orthography ivijl not peraiit us, 
26}y9 to think of either of thefe places. The coin mud 
have been (Iruck, to exprefs o^yfelf at prefent in the grois, 
be^o^e the year; 978, when Ethelred IL acceded to the throne^ 
no coins appearing after, that date with reverfes exhibiting the 
fpinter'^ name in the field ot arca# Now in that. early age, 
and long after, the name of the towo of Eveiham in Wot- 
ceflerfhire, was never written Shorter than £ue(ham, Boue- 
iham^ Heueiham, Eviihamt Evyfham^ Ewelham^ EvefhaiQ^ 
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{%) See the Effay. (2) See again in the EBkj. 
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orEofelham (i). Befides, the fecond letter on the coin is 
evidently N, which has^ no; place in any of thcfe different 
modes of fpellingl ^ The fame objeftion lies againft the town 
c(f Eynfliam in Oxforilfbire; in Whofe name, though the found 
of the letter N be far better expreflfed, yet it is never more ab- 
breviatcly given in thefe times than Egonefham, Ignefliani, 
Eigncfliam, Aegne(ham, Egencfliam (2), Egne(ham,Eyne(ham, 
Eyiifham (3), anrd Ednham, or ^mham (4), It will not fcem 
probable, it fliould bereprcfented by fo few letters upon this 
coin, in an age when letters were fo fubjeA to abound, as 
En/am. Contractions, in general, are the effeds of time; 
and thofe who arc but moderately acquainted with the Jiamina 
of our language, its origine, and progrefe, will Immediately 
be fenfible how unnatural it is, how diflbnant to the truth of 

^ ia&s, that before the year 978, the name cither of the town 
of Evefham, or of Eyniham^ fliould be written Enfam^ as on 
the coin. An argument which will receive confidcrable addi* 
•tional weight, when it is fliewn, as we hope it .will below, 
•diat tiie piece was coined even before the year 9 1 5* 

*« A third reafon why I cannot agree to this interpretation 
of the reverfe, is, that wc don't find cither of the towns here 
named had . the privilege of a mint. The printed books are 
iilent ; and as to the coins, I meet not with either of their 

. jiames in the lift of the places of coinage amongft the Saxons, 
which I formerly compiled from thefe pecuniary remains. 
Indeed were there a mint of either of thefe places, it would 
not be likely that any coins of St. Edmund Should have been 
there fabricated, for the reafon above given, viz. that the towns 
were both of them out of his dominions : To which I here 
add,^ that though the monaftery at Eveiham was a large, opu- 
lent, and ancient foundation, and the abbbt, as we will fup- 

* • ■ 

(i) Gibfon, ad Chron, Sax. p. 27. Tanner Nptitia Moa. p. 618. Hickes, 
Praef. ad Gram. A— Sax. Camden, Brit. Col. 627, where the etymology of the 
name is given, according to the Monks, from kovesy the fwineherd of bifhop 
Egwine. Lambarde, in Topogr. T>\&. p. 106, thinks, that as the town (lands 
upon the river Avon, the true name may be Avonfham. But I cannot aflent to 
this, as it is fo wide from the ancient and true orthography. 

(2) Gibfonf 1. c. (3] Tanner, In NQtitia. 

(4} Johnfon, ColleSion of Canons, in 1C09. Vide et Dugd. Monaft. I. p. 260. 
Hickes, Thef. II. p. 145. and Dr. Wllkins's Councils, I. p. 28j* 

E pofe. 
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pofcy might -enjoy bis minNoffice, as the abbdt of St. Au- 
gufline^ Canterbury^ and other great prelates did, yet it Can« 
not be imagined he would ftrike money in honour of St. Ed- 
mund^ when his houfe was facred to the Blefled Virgin (i)» 
This is contrary to all manner of probability and experience^ 
And Eyniham being a foundation of a more recent date, and 
of much lefs confequeoce, there is no room for believing^ that 
the abbot there would be inveiled with the prerogative of 
coining; but if he was, ybt, as his coilvent was under the 
patronage of other faints, the fame obje<Stion lies againft this, 
as was rajfed above againft Eveiham. 'Tis evident enough,, 
there were no mints either at Evefham or EynlQiamy that were 
likely to coin money in honour of St. Edmund the King ; and 
in general, that we have not at prefent fufficient grounds for 
believing^ (whatever the coins hereafter to be difcovered majr 
afford us) that even any of our kings had an office at either t^f 
thefe places. 

^< Thus I have evinced, that this ccAa is not rightly iater«-^ 
pre ted by our aatiquary ; that it neither was ftrucken at Eve^ 
iham-aor Eyi^ham; that it cannot belong to Edmund the 
Martyr i and left any one ihould incline to confer it on any* 
other Saxon prince of that name, we have like wife (hewn» in 
the courfe of the argument, that it cannot be appropriated, 
,with any colour of reafon^ either to Edmund I» or Edmund 
. fir named Ironfide.' 

" Having cleared the way thus far, I. (half; now offer my 
owt conjedlure, &om whence I truft it will appear, thattls 
.coin does not belong to any king of England whatfoever^ but 
to one of the archbifhops of Canterbury, and was coined in 
that city, whexc, :as wc Icara from the laws of kingAthel^ 
ilan (3)* the archbiftiDp.had his minis^ - ::/ I . ; 

" In the firft place, the infcription is to be read backward,, 
from right hand "to left, as fometlrties liapp6ns in coins from 
the inadvertence of the artifts that cut the dies (4). Of this^ 
there is a remarkable inftance in Brenner's Tbefaurus.Numfb^ 

( i) Tanner, Notitia. (2) Ibidetw. (3) Df^Wilkitis, Legg. A— 5aXi r« 59-^ 
(4) Spanheim de Ufu Praeft. Numtfnii l>ifr. II.. Sir A. Fotimainei IL u. 15. 

12. V. 18. Le Blanc, p,-86. No. 9. 'XO^Ci^\^f[J[\ a |>cnny of Edward, 
fcoior^ia the Cotton Library^ Thorcfty, Miifcum, paflidi. - 

Suea-- 
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SuiO-^Goth^ Tab. IIL Ericus, No. 6. and fee fomc other exam- 
ples cited in the nnargia (1). Nay, this happens fomctimcs 
even in the beft of the Roman coins, as in that of Lepidus in An- 
gelpnt, p. 20. and that of Tiberius, p. 34. Some of the letters 
again are turned the wrong way, namely, the three firft and 
the fifths and this errox is likewife very frequently feen in thefc 
afiqient monuments (2). The entire infi:ription on the ob- 

verfc is, 0%OOM\fMtOt.Lf^ *•• which I read and feparatc 
thus," •> RLEGEMVN DORObern. importing, that this is a 
penny of archblfliop Plegmund's, coined at Canterbury. This 
reading I fliall now briefly juftify. The croffes prefixed, which 
are fomewhat particular, both zt to their number, and the 
method of placing, are exactly fuch as occur in both refpeds 
on a penny of king Alfred's (3), whofe contemporary our 
prelate was. The foil letter is a miftake of R for P, unlefs 
the antiquaries that infpe£):ed the original have been guilty of 
an overfight, which I am very unwilling to fuipe<5t. The O 
of that form is common on the coins (4) \ and as for the two 
O's, which are here very angular, and in the fhape of lozen« 
;es^ you have one, which is known to be an O, of much the 
ime form on the reverfe, and others elfe where (5). The 
Sax. Chronicle ad An. 890 and 923, writes the name of our 
archbifhop with two E's, as here on the coin, and it is a 
triflyllable in the ^extus Roffenfis^ viz. Pleginiundus, and there- 
fore I fufpeft that in Flor. Vigorn. Pleigmundus ihould rather 
be Plegimtmdua (6). Two U's coming together in the in- 
fcription, one of them might, through carelefihefs, be omit- 
ted, unlefs thefe terminations were fometimes written without 

(1) Camd. Tab. L 5. II. a. IV. 7. V. i. and the alphabets of Fountaiiie and 
Bouteroue ; alfo Le Blanc, p. 58 and 86, Nb, 8. 

(2) Sir A. Fountaine, II. 11. III. 6« V, 18. Thoxefby's Mufeum, paffiiD,&c. 

(3) Camb. Tab. L No. 34. 

(4} Gamb. Tab. I. No. 30. II. 5. III. ii. 31. The alphabet drawn from t\m 
Saxon coins, by Sir A. Fountaine, and diat out of Bouteroue, in Camden, CoL 

CXXYI. 

(5) A coin of Burgred's in the Cotton Library ; two more of his in Sir Andr. 
Fountaine's Illd Tab. a coin of Cocnuulf, t^e Mercian, in the Cotton Cabinet, 
and the Mercian coins In general. 

(6) But this I ofivr with diffidence^ as I hafe feen the name written Pleugmun* 
dus elfewhert. 

£ 2 D» as 
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D, as in Sir A. Fountaine, V. iy. you have EADMVN for 
EADMVND. After this, let it be remembcr'd, that the- 
archbifhops of Canterbury coined money at this time. Arch- 
bifliop Plcgmund, who was a Mercian born, and a perfon of/ 
very confiderable learning for that age, came to the See, A. D.. 
889, and died A. 915, an interval coinciding with the latteir 
end of king iElfred's, and the beginning of king Edward li, 
reign ; and we have two pieces of his in Sir Andr, FountaineV 
IXth Table, which being fufficiently alike on the reverfe, and* 
having the minter's name, in like manner as this has,, in the. 
area of their poftics, (whereupon the form of the Saxon coins, 
of this age very much depends) they appropriate, methinks^, 
this penny to this age, and this perfdn» beyond all contradic*. 
tion. For I would obferve, that the Saxon money fuffered a. 
very notable alteration in king iElfred's reign, in regard of their 
poflics or reverfes, which, ioftead.of an interior circle^ and an. 
infcription written round the coin, then firft exhibited the. 
ininter's name in lines acrofs the area or middle, of them, a. 
pradice ^which continued in ufe for fome. few reigns after, and. 
feems to me to be an argument ftrongly cpncluiive againft any. 
one's affigning this piece to St. Edmund, who was murthered^ 
before iElfred the Great mounted the. throne, as was mentioned 
above. 

" There may be fome doubt whether DORO in the legend, 
was deigned to exprefs the prelate's dignity, as if it were to. 
be filled up thus, DORObernenfis Archiepifcopus, or only the: 
place of coinage, the piece being undoubtedly minted at Can* 
terbury, where the archbifhops in the next reign after that 
wherein archbifhop Plcgmund died, were allowed to have their 
offices for coining (i). Gentlemen will interpret as they 
pleafe, for I prefcribe to nobbdy in a matter of fuch great unf* 
certainty j but for my own part, I efteem it to indicate the 
place of coinage, which at this time, I find was fometimes 
expreifed on the face fide of a coin (2), and particularly thefe 
very letters DORO on a famous penny of king iEIfred's- (3)* 

(i] Wilkins, A— Sax. Leg. cited above. • (2} C^nK^en, Tab. II. 14. 
(3) Sir A. Fount. I. Alfred, No* 10. A piece on which! we iball have occafton 
to-lay foaiething in the anncx^ t^ifTcrtation. 

But 
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But (hould any one» as I fald, incline to fill the legend as above^. 
the piece will ftill be underflood to have been flrucken at Can* 
terbury, the archbifhop's- ftile, iii that cafe, very clearly im- 
plying that. 

** The rcverfe of the coin has been explained above, and' 
therefoi^ all I (hall fay for a conclufion, is, that one good ar^* 
gunfient to indi/ce us to receive this, as the true and genuine 
interpretation of the coin, arifes from its making fenie of the 
infcription, and taking in all the letters prefented to us ; cir- 
cumftances, which in all candid judges muft create a ftrong 
prejudice in its favour, in oppofition to the forced, unnatural,, 
and defedtive enucleation tender'd by Mr. Thorefby." 

IV- 

• This number, arfpecimen in fine prefervation, and hitherto • 
ihedited, is the property of his grace the duke of Devonfhire^ 
from whofe noble cabinet, lord George Cavendi£h, knight of 
the (hire for the county of Derby, was fo obliging as to pro- 
cure me the drawing; Obvcrfe has a fmall crofs in the center, 
with a circular infcription^ + pledmvnd XRrHiE"P. The re* 
verfe gives three fmall crofles ip feflfey above them SIDEHB, and 
below, LM MON^ Sigehelm Monetarius. The name of the 
artift is genuine Saxon^ and occurs in the Saxon Chronicle (i),. 
as alfo amongft the bifhops of Salifbury (2).. 

(i) Chrom Saxr p. 86. xoi. 

(^) Gpdwio dc.Praeful. p. 33a, 333, Edit lucident Gul. Richardfon, SiT.P.'. 
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NUMISMATA IN CERT A. 

I. 

AMONGST the Numifmata incerta^ in Sir A- Fountainc^s 
IXth Table, No, 5, prcfents us with an effigy in profile, 
included within the inner circle, which is Vfery fingular in thefe 
prelatical coins, and the cap appears to be tied behind the 
head with rubans. The infcription is + SWEFNERD MONBTA. 
The reverfc has much the fame, : 6YYEFNERD MONE4"H, i c. 
moneta, for monetarius, and acrofs the area, in two lines, 
DR VR flfs, that is, Dorovernia Civitas, Now though the pro- 
prietor of this penny be not exprefled, yet, in aU probability, 
it appertains to this fpecies, the effigies being apparently not 
regal but prelatical, and the name o| the place appropriating 
it fo clearly to Canterbury. ThiiS inuft be allowed, unlefs yoiji 
will fuppofe the effigies to repreient fonae abbot of St. Aijh 
guftine's, near Canterbury, who had his mint formerly, 9.6 
well as the archbiihop ( i ). But furely the abbot, as is u/u^ 
on pontifical and monaftical coiqs, wi^nefs the $. Felri n^ooeta^ 
and the St. Edmundibury coii^^ wp^ld have given us fo<B^ 
hint of his monaftery, or it& i^int ; indeed, ^ the monaflery 
of St. Auguftine was fituatc without the city of Canterbury, 
where the abbot had no bufinefs or power > and extra muros 
Croitatis Cantuaria was the conftant defcription of that foun- 
dation, it would have been abfurd for any abbot of that houfe 
to have put Dorovernia Civitas upon his coins ; for, before the 
regulation of ^ king Athelftan, A. 928, by which the prelates 
were reftrained from placing their effigies on their coins, and 
were injoined to keep their mints within the city^ concerning 
which particular, fee the annexed effay. The abbot, I pre- 
fume, was free to exercife his privilege where he pleafed, and 
probably did it fomewhere within the precin<5ts of his mona-^ 
fiery. Hence, then, I am clearly of opinioh, that as this coin, 
and the next, give us the heads of their prelatical owners, b^ 

(i) Regulation of king Atbelftan, given at large in the Efiay. 

they 
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they who they will, archbifliops or abbots, they were ftrucken 
before A. 928, atid that the abbot, who was then unreftrained 
as to the place of coinage, would never have put Dorovernia 
Chitas on his money. 

Wc cannot precifcly fay to which of our primates this penny 
belongs, but certainly it appertains to one of them, and not to^ 
any of our kings,, as Sir Andrew Fountaine fuppofed« 

IT. 

The 6th alio of the incertain clafs in Sir Andrew Fountaine's 
IXth Table, is undoubtedly a prelatical coin, as Mr. Wife 
takes it likewife to be (i); and, iw the fame reafons as the 
former,, muft be the property of one of the Kentifli metropo- 
litans, coined before A. D, 928. There is the prelate's effigies 
finifhed in the inner circle, with a cap of a very particular 
make, and the legend + lvninb moneta. Sir Andrew reads 
it ernoneoufly, EVNIND moneta, and interprets it accordingly, 
Moneta Regis, efleeming it thereby a regal coin, and adding, 
fed ad quern regem J^e^at me latet. But for this there is no 
room, as the name is plainly LVNINE, in the drawing I have 
been favoured with by James Weft, Efqj (2), and in another 
fpecimen at Devon(hire-Houfe. It confequently can only mean 
to inform us that Luning was the mint-mafter, Reverfe has 
^ DOROBERMIA CiviTAS in four lines acroft the area. If the 
cap abovementioned was intended for a mitre, this will be a 
ftrong argument againft this piece's belonging to any abbot of 
St. Auguftine, for the coin, wc may affume, was fabricated 
before Athelftan's ordinance of 928, after which no prelate 
might prefumc to put his own effigies on the current coin (3),. 
and yet thefe abbots were not dignified and honoured with the 
mitre till A. D. 1063, as wc arc expreflly informed by Mr. 
Somner (4). However* I lay no ftrefs upon this, becaufe the 
ornament refembles more a cap than a mitre, and that the mi-*^ 
tre, as was ftated above (5), was not in vogue when this penny 
wa$ coined* 

(i) Wife, Numm. Bodl. p. 230. (2) See alfo Wife, Ibidem. 

(3) ^^^ ^^^ Eflaf. (4) Somner, Antiq. of Cantcrb. p« 28. 

(5) See the ift coin of Wulfred. 

III. 
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» 

This number, from Mr. Waft's cabinet, is a new coin, fincc 
though the obverfe be much the fame, the infcription on the 
rcverfc is finiftied in three lines, and is differently divided. It 
is the work of the fame artift, and probably belongs to the 
Jame prelate with the former. It raifes 20 grains. 

IV. 

This penny, the peculium of Mr. Duane, lias the head in 
profile included, like No. i, within an inner circle, with a 
plain cap or mitre, but not tied behind as in that piece; 
+ 6IIIE6TEF TONETX. Reverfe gives in three lines acrofs the 
area, with three dots or pallets above, and as many below^ 
DOROBERNis: LiviTKS. 'Tis difficult to afcertain the reading of 
the firft member of the mailer's name, and the termination is 
not very common amongfl the Saxons. And, yet I am per- 
fuaded from the reverfe of a fine coin of Egbert's, in Mr. 
Duane's cabinet, wherepn we read +SICE6tef, it is as given 
above, and that in all probability the coin ought to be referred 
to that reign. The weight is 21 -I grains^ 

V. 

Upon the fame footing with No. i, ftands this penny, from 
Mr. White's cabinet; the infcription on the obverfe being 
^VVEFNERD MONETX, with a like head in profile, and the re- 
verfe being only written a little more at large, and in three lines, 
POROBERNIA EIVITAS. This fufficiently confirms the interpre- 
tation put upon 5k vk Eifs, in No. i. The weight is 22^ 
grains. 

The coins hitherto, are all pennies, of various weights, and 
of filver ', and, in fad, we don't know that the metropolitans 
of Canterbury ftruck money in any other metal, or of any 
other denomination, till the reign of king Henry VII. As to 
halfpence and farthings, which after the Conqueft were coined 
round and entire, the inferior mints, as we have reafbn to be<- 
lieve, were not permitted to meddle with them ( i ), at leaft 

(f ) See the Eflky, verfiu finem.* 

not 
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not till the rcignof king Henry VIIL Thc//f^, indeed, are 
fraall pieces of brafs, eight to a penny, but then they arc all 
of the Northumbrian kingdom, fo far as is yet known, and 
Vigmund, or Wimund, the 1 2th archbifliop of York, was the 
only prelate that, fa far as now appears, ever made any of 
them. See the Series of Differ tations on the A — Saxon Remains r 
where one of thefe pieces is engraved, and the Diflcrtation 
therci Nq»V* 



WILLIAM WAR HAM. 

ARchbiOiop Warham was: a very rcfpedlablc perfbnagc,, 
• though Wblley, By his enterprizing genius, and his le- 
gatine power, got the afcendapt. over him, and would but toa 
often trample .upon him. Warham revived the privilege 
of coining, after it had been dormant fome ages; in reipe<3: o£ 
the fee of Canterbury* in which he was inthroned A.D. 1504,. 
in the reign of king Henry VIJ, ajad^died A. 1532,. in. that o£ 
king Hfinrjj.yjil^ i '^ • . 

t 

• In Mr. FolkesV Tables, VII.. No. 4, there is an half groat 
6f Hen. VIIL.with a clove or pomegranate for the mint mark«. 
The reverfe bears the royal. arms, with W on one fide of them,, 
and A on the ather^. which are underftood to be the initial let-* 
icrs of William Archbifhop, or rather Willielmus Archie ft fcopusk 

IL 

• Another in the fame plate. No.. 17, has a crols croflet for 
the mint mark. 

IIL 

In the fupplement of plates publKhed with Mr. Folkes's 
Tables, by the gentlemen of the Society of Antiquaries, Lond.. 
1763, Quarto, there is a third, with the fleur de lis for the; 
mint mark. Plate IV. No. 14. 

F IV. 
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' IV. 

In Mr. Folkes's Vllth Plate, No. 6. W. A. are placed tyoer 
the jfhield of arms, and the mint mark is a martlet. 

There are others of this archbifhop's coins with no difference 
but the mint marks, and therefore they need not be regiftrcd. 
But it may be proper to mention, that in the fame plate^ 
No. II, there is a halfpenny of his with a full face. The 
half groats have all fide faces, and are of the beft money of 
Henry VIIL This we Ixavc engraved*. 



THOMAS CRANMER. 

r • -* 

THIS great and good man, the £rft Proteftaat anrhbifhop: 
•of Canterbury, was confecrated A. 15331 and was burnt 
A. 1555, in C^Mary's reign. And in Mr. Folkes's Vllth 
Plate, No. 20, there is a mod: curious half groat 6f king 
Henry VIIL ftrucken by him, haviiig T oq one fide the arms, 
aind C on the other, which no doubt muft meaa Thomas Cran^ 
.mer, or Thomas Cantuarieniis, as die coin was minted at Can- 
terbury. A Catharine wheel i€ the mint mark, whence the 
gentlemen in their explanation conjecture, * perhaps in com- 
^ pliment to queen Catharine Howard his friend, about 1541/ 
In the fame plate. No. i «, we have the obverfe of an half- 
penny of Cranmer's, with T. C. placed in the fame manner^ 
This W€ have alfo engraved* 
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Oh the Origin E of the Metropolitical and other 
fubordinate Mints,, the Progrcfs and final Deter- 
mination of tbem;^^ with many other Particulars 
relative to the ancient Coinage of this Kingdom,, 
both before and after the Norman Conqueft. 

THE Archbifliops of Canterbury, Primates of All Eng- 
land, ^ were formerly^ in veiled with . many privilegesr* 
which, from various caufes, have been long fin ce dif- 
contlnued and loft.. I enquire not here from what caufes thi& 
has happened,. neither perhaps is it much to be regretted, that 
in fome inftances, . troublefome and infignificant to the metro* • 
politans themfelves, and in others incompatible, as might be 
thought,, with the general good of the realm, thofe powers > 
and pre-eminences have been aboliftied or withdrawn.. 

However^ it will always be matter of curiofity, and parti-* 
cularly fo to all thofe who are ftudious of our Engli(h antiqui«- 
ties,, to enquire into the nature of thefe ancient privileges; int 
what they might confift, their extent,, the hiftory and various 
fbrtuneof them, together with their final abolition. Truths 
is again, in all refpedte, and upon every fubjedt, a matter of 
confequence, and it will always import us to have a right idea, 
and conception of things, though never {o lohg difufed or grown '• 
obfolcte. Both thefe confiderations together, I hope, may apo- 
logize for the prefent difcuflion. 

Our primates of Canterbury (the cafe 6f the archbifliops of 
York, will be occafionally confidered in the courfe of our en- 
quiries) were once pofTcfled, amongft their other preroga*tivcs>. 
of the noble and royal privilege of coining money, and did. 

F 2 certainly 
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certainly cxcrcifc it in a v^ry ample manner, many of their 
pieces having aftuatly come down to us, as will be apparent 
from the flighteft infpedlion of our plate ; and yet both arch- 
.bifhop Parker (i)^ and Mr. Battely (2), though they profefledly 
treat and enlarge on the fubjedl of their rights and prerogatives, 
have omitted. What I then propofed to do in this attempt, 
was, to exhibit all the archiepifcopal coins, that had been at 
prefont difcovered, in one view, and to fubjoin thereunto fomc 
neceflary illuftrations ; and for that purpofe, I not only had 
rccourfe to the tables pf our coin's already engraved (3), but 
alfo to the private coUcftions of my friends, who might be fo 
obliging as to open their treafures to me: And yet it mud be 
obferved, that great and well furnifhed cabinets will not afibrd 
fbmetimes one iingle fpecimcn that may fall into a feries fo 
contracted as this. The event was, that the coins were in 
number 27, of which 1 3 now make their firft appearance. 

What I intend doing in this place, is, to confider, for the 
further elucidation of the fubjcd, the origine and hiftory of 
the archifepifcopal coinage, fo far as I hav.e been able to pene- 
trate into it ; a point, which, as I apprehend, has been very 
fer from being generally well underftood. 

Now as fome inferior prelates, bifliops and abbots, enjoyed 
^e privilege of ftriking money in the Saxon times (4), the 
metropolitan, alterius orbis Apaftalicus Pafriarcha, as he is ftiled 
by the Pope himfelf (5), would certainly be invefted with a 
power equal at leaft, but probably a larger and more extenfivc. 
And in fadl, the metropolitans, anciently, did not only coin 
money, but did it in their own right, howfoever they came by 
it, placing both their names and effigies on the coins. They 
exercifed an inherent, independent, regal right, at leaft for 
Jfome time, either by conceffion, prefcription, ufurpation, or 

(i) Archbiihop Parker de Vetuft. £ccl. Brit. p. 37. feq. 

(2} Battely, Cantuar. Saer. p* 43« 6i. feq. 

(3) Sir A. Fountaine's tables in Dr. Hickes's Thefaurus, the plates in Bifliop 
Gibfon's Camden, in Mr. Thorefby's Mufeum, in the Numifmata Conitis Pem- 
brochix, and in Mr. Drake's Eboracum ; the ubles and plates publiibed by the 
gentlemen of the Society of Antiquaries, London, &c. 

(4} See the ordinance of king Athelftan, produced at length below. 

{5) Capgrave Vit. Anfelflii. Confer, et Malmfb. p« 223. 
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fome other mode of derivation, into which we afe here to en- 
quire. . , . 
Mr. Sdden feems to think the power of coining accrued to 
the archbifhops of Canterbury of common rights as lords of the 
city of Canterbury. * Et pecunise cudendas jus/ fays he, 

* quod majeflatis meritb confetur, Artbiepifcopo ut urbis domino 

* tunc temporis (ita videtut) competebat ; uti fbrfan aliis oppi- 

* dorum celebriorum, quae Burgos vocamus, aut civitatum five 

* dominis live dccurionibus (i).' But with fubmiffion to this 
very learned man, we don't find that the lords or provofts of 
towns and cities wer? endowed with this privilege, as fucb 5 
and therefore one has reafbn to think, the right of our metro^ 
politans muft fpring from fbme other fource. As to the afler^ 
tion, that the archbiihop of Canterbury was in thefe ages Lord 
of that City 9 I am well aware that archbi£hop Parker concurs 
witib Mr. Selden in it 5 for he declares, « h^c [urbeiii] Can- 

* tuariam] muro cindtam Auguflino Ethelbertus cum regaUbus 
^ juribus privilegiifqi donavit|. ipfc vero Racuher feceffit, ibiq; 
•* palatium fibi flatuit (2)/ The archbiihop is fuppofed to fay 
this on the authority of king Ethelbert's charter, fo Mr. Som**- 
ner intimates (3), but that charter is itfelf of moft doubtful 
and fufpicious credit (4). But be that as it will, he certainly 
affirms a great deal too much, fince, according to William 
Thorne, a monk of St. Auguftine's, and an author who would 
by no means be backward in aggrandizing the donation of king 
Ethelbert to his hero and favourite faint ; I fay, according to 
Thorne, all that Ethelbert, conferred upon Auguftine was his 
palace at Canterbury, for a place of refidence, with the manor 
or borough of Stablegate thereunto adjoining, as an ufeful and 
necefiary appendage. ' Et conceffit [Ethelbertus] eis [Auguflino 

Qt fbciis] locum habitationis in civitate Doroberniee fituatum^ 
videlicet parochia Sandti Aelphagi ex oppofito regime dratas 
verfus Aquilonem, per quam mums Palatii Archiepifcopalis 
in loogitudinc fe extendit^ im quo Augudinus cum fuis do* 
mefticis ufque ad converfionem regis hofpitatus eil (5),' where 

(1) Selden Spicileg. ad Eadmenim, p. 217. \ 

(2) Archbiihop Parker,, de Vetuft. Eccl. Brit. p. 51. 

(3) Somner, p* 4, and fee p, 82. (4) Idem, ibid. 
(5) -Guh Thome, inter X fcriptoresi Col. 1759. See alfb Beda, p. 6i| 62. 
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ihere is not a word faid of the king's beftowing upon bim the 
fee and jurifdiftion of the whole city. But you wiU fay, might 
not the king's grant be enlarged after hi« converfion ? I anfwer, 
though there was another grant, yet it refpefted the king's pa«^ 
lace only, and not the entire city ; for Thome's words on this 
Jfecond occaiion,. are,, * dedit idem Rex Paktium fuum regium- 
'infra civitatem [Cantuarienlem] Auguftino et fucceflbribus 

* fuis, ut ibi haberent fedcm metropolitanam impertetuum, &c/ 
(i) where thci royal munificence, you obfcrve, is entirely con- 
fined to the palace Aill (2), which he now gives in perpetuity,, 
to him and his fuccefTors. To be fhort^ if the Saxonic arch^ 
bi(hops, of whom we are here fpeaking, enjoyed the lordihip^ 
or dominion of the city of Canterbury, it muft have been hf. 
meer curtefy^ as Mr. Camden e3q)refies it from an old regifter 
of St. Augufline's (3)^ for William Rufus was the firft king, 
that gave the city to the archbiihops (4) ; which agrees per«^ 
fe&ly with the account of the ftate of things at Canterbury,^. 

;iven us in Domefday Book, where the city appears plainly ta 
^ave been the Conqueror's owji, as before it had belonged to^ 
Edward the Confeflbr (5). 

So again, the lords, the provofts^ or partreves of cities and- 
towns, do not appear to us to have enjoyed the privilege of: 
mints in their own right.. Sir Andrew Fountain? indeed de^^- 
d^res,, ' lilis nimirum feculis multis epifcopis et preceribus ]v^^ 

* conceffum irat cudendi nummos (6)/ And fo in France, the 
Comes ^ or Count,, feems to have had fuch privilege under thcL 
iecond race (7) y but ftill we have no written evidence of any. 
fuch indulgence granted to the ealdormen in this ifland. L 
know of but one piece amongft the Saicon coins, that can be. 
fuppofed to give any countenance to f«ch a notion i. it is a ftica. 
of kiiilhe/my, with Broder on the reverie; whereupon Mr.Tho-- 
rclby, whofe coin it was,, comments thus^ * Neither, of thcfe. 
*■ names are met with in the moft accurate lift now remaining^ 
«*of the kings of Nortbumkerknd^ EtbeU^kf^ I fuppofe*. was. 

(i) Gul. Thome, inter x fcriptorcs, GoL 1760W 

(2} This was not what Is now. called the palace; for fee Somner, p« lOKi 

(3) Camden, Brit. Col. 239*. (4,) . Ibidem ;.,etiSoinnej:, p^ 178. 

(5) Somner, Antiq. of Cantcrb. in Ap[)end. No. i. 

^6)^ SiLjSaidrcw CQiuiuine^ P*^IZ4^ Cz) ^ Blanc^ p. 114. alibi. 
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« SuSreguluf, or unbejicynm^, "(as the ridblcman Is ftfled in the 

* Saxon verfion of St. Jobnvr. 46.) in the confufion it was re- 

• duced to its declining ftate (i)/ 'Tis ftrange we fliould hear 
nothing of this great man from any other quarter; and yet 
there fcems to be no other way for accounting for the appear- 
ance of his name upon this piece. Wherefore I conceive that 
the a£t of this perfbn, whoever he was, was all nfurpation» 
and not the eflFed: of a legal grant. The Jlka all in general 

o belong to the kingdom of Northumberland, and Ethethelm 
lived probably in the 8th or 9th century, as Broder his officer, 
who likcwifc wrought for king Eanred (2), flouriflied at that 
time. But what can wc infer, in regard to general pradtice^ 
from, one fingle fpecimen minted in times of the utmoft di« 
ftradtion ? How natjjrally vrould incroachments and ufurpations 
grow in a time of anarchy, when both king and kingdom were 
iti fuch a weak and defencelefs ftate as to be obliged to (ubmit 
to Egbert of Weflcx, without ftriking a blow (3) ? And there- 
fore the bufinefs of the mints, in this wretched kingdom, 
would then probably be in much fuch a fituation as it was in 
the tumultuous reign of king Stephen, when the nobles in 
general, as it is remarked by our hiftorians (4), ufurped the 
regal privilege of coining money. In better and more peace- 
ame times, things were upon a different footing, infomuch 
that we have no Ipecie of any of the great Saxon carls, Ethel- 
red earl of Mercia, Godwin earl of Kent^ &c. who, as thejr 
floi^rifhed in fettled and more orderly reigns, never prefumed 
to intrench upon the prerogative royal in this refpeft. 

The refult is, that neither prelates nor nobles coined monef 
common right, or in regard of their cities, towns and bo- 
roughs, bi|t acquired the ufage and cuftora by fome other 
means, which we. are here to inveftigate. 

To judge from the prefent ftate and appearance of things, 
as reprefented in the Plate and Commentary ; and we have no 
rule more authentic, perhaps, no other, to go by. Athelard, 
archbiihop of Canterbury, who ieems to have been of a bold 
and enterprising fpirit, was the firft of our pontifs that adven- 

(i) Thorefby, Mafeum, p. 342. {%) Ibid. p. 341. (3) Rapin, p. 641. 
(4) M. Parif. p, 86. Hoveden, ft 490. Gul. Neubrig. wbofe words will be 
adduced below* 
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tttred> in the low and diftrefsful ftate of the Kentifh kingdom; 
and under the fanftion and aufpiccs of a powerful foreign 
potentate^ to put his own name upon the money which he 
coined. He advanced, however, no further ; nay, he was fa 
moderate and cautious in his novel attempt, bold as it was, as 
to acknowledge the authority under which he adted, by placing 
the names of his great friends and patrons, king Ofia and king 
Kenulph,. on his pennies. 

Some perhaps may incline to think that Athelard might have 
a written' grant or charter for the purpofe from, king Offa; and 
OfFa certainly appears to have been very liberal in his indulgen^ 
ces this way ; for in Sir Andrew Pountaine's Hid Tabic wc- 
have two coins of his queen's, with her name and head, the: 
only lady, in all the regal Saxon lines, of whom we have any 
remains of this kind. To thefe gentlemen, it would not feeoL 
improbable^ that this king might alio dignify his own archbi*^ 
ihop, Aldulf, of Lichfieldji, with the fame £ivor that he con^ 
ferred on Athelard^ 

But dill as none of theft grants or charters are in being, and/ 
we have no evidence that ever they did exift» the fafeft way^ 
ieems to be, to ftate it as above, that Athelard was the iirft. 
metropolitan known, that placed hta name upon a coin. And. 
there appears ta be a valid reafon for the position, from the. 
hiflory and origine of the Saxon coinage in generaU which, as. 
the digreflioa is not impertiaeot, I will here beg leave to in«^ 
troduce.. 

It is difficult to iay when the Saxons firft begatr ta eoiisu 
money ; I. am fully pcrfuaded; that whea Hengift and his af-^ 
fociaces arrived here, in the 5ih century^ they had no acquaint** 
ance with the art of coining,^ as having but a flender know*^ 
ledge of the ufe of nK)ney* They were a brave and warlike 
people, but poor, ignorant, ' and illiterate^ as pirates n»ay red- 
^nably be thought ta be in that agip (.1.)^ When they were. 

(i) 1 think it probable, they could neither write nor read, as before chriftla*^- 
nlty was planted; there, little ufe of letters was made in the North *^ However, 
I 0)all not trouble the reader with my reafons. for this, fuppofitioii here, as in 
would carry me too far out of the way. But it is obvious to remark, that if they 
were really in that illiterate fituation^ they muft have been utterly difqualified for 
coining of money. 

♦ Mont M^lct, p. 5 J, of EngL TraniL 
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fnvited hither by the Britons, plunder and fubfidence was what 
they externally aimed at, though perhaps their more private 
and concealed view was, a durable fettlement in the ifland ; a 
motive fully eftabliihed and well illuArated by Moniieur 
Mallet (0.. 

The account Witichindus gives of the propofak or overtures 
made by th? Britons, when they fent to the Saxons for their 
aflidance ag^inft the Pidts and Scots, is (Irong againft their 
offering to* them the lure of pay. His. words are, ••Terram 
•'latam et fpetiofam et omnium rerum copiar refertam, veftrae 

* mendant ditioni. parere. Sub Romanorum haftenus clientela 

* ac tutdia haftenus liberaliter viximus :: pod Romanos vobis 
^ meliores ignoramus : ideo fub veilrs^ virtutis alas fugere qu^* 
*- rimus. Veftra virtuto^ veftris armis« hoftibus tandem fupe-* 
^ riores inveniamurj. et qtf icquid imponitis fervitii libenter fu- 

* flinemus (a)/ The Saxons^ according to this author, were 
not addreiTed* or tempted with aay pecunifity promif^s as nxer-^ 
oenaries, but were in treated, a» a martial people,, to take the 
poor harraifed Britoos under their proCcAion in the, j&me CQao« 
ner as the £soman$ bfl;d{4oQe.. . And iA^ anTwii^ to the? meiTage,. 
the S^xonsi fpake no contraA or ftipylation> in^refpe^ of 0y«. 
but only engage to ailift the Briions, whoi as is neural tio fup** 
pofe,*were.;te 'fipd the magazines upofi thjeir arrival, and to* 
fahCiik^ them. And.ip JGIoUq and his ^rew, when tliey invaded 
Francef> long aftef^: i thi% period, had no foch |th»Qg as pay^ 
^mongft . tliem,. bu( Q^ade wir in.tbe famf manner;. VLes* 
^ VoiiTeaux^'i fays Pf l^i Dapiel, ' ne contient^irion en ce paas«-Iai 
*^^et la fei^le efp^raoce.du Bptin eflbit toute;.U folde dbntioxi: 
*^payoit leS'ipldats et lejs marelots (3).' This- indeed was th^ 
general ufage amor9g(l -tl^^ nations* in Germany^ . For though 
the convenience of money in common life is found by^ ^3;{>eri-i' 
ence t9.be fo gf^atrand .extenfive,- that one is^aptato virp^der 
hpwi^y people/ can; tpoffibly fublid without itt yet^ learii< 
from^our printed accounts,; that there are an hundred pgtiQnt 
upon the face of this globe of earth, that make a tolerable- 
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(1) Mallet, North. Antiq. p. 228. This was thfcrcaft of ' RoUo in Ncuflria,. 
Ibict pvXfz^ kqnni'ot Ifffgu')yh m) Icelaiid; pi 269. -i^q* « 
. •(2).WitlcbiiuiugM0it$ch.Amiyii4iWi; f>. 630. ^£^^ 1 ^ 

(3) Perc Daniel, torn. ii. p« 215. - 
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flhift to live by barter and exchange. Tacitus cxprefly writes 
of the Germans, that when they went to war, it was not. for 
pay, but booty : * Nam Epulce, ct quanquam incompti, largi 
' tamen apparatus, pro ftipendio cedunt. Materia munificent!^ 

* per bella et raptus (i)/ And again, after telling us that 
their cattle was their only wealth, he proceeds, • Argentum et 
•»aurum propitii anf irati dii negaverint, dubito. Nee tamen 
' affirmaverim, * nullam Germania? venam argentum aurumve 

* gignere, quis enim fcrutatus eft ? Poffeflionc et ufu baud 
^ perinde afficiuntur. Eft videre apud iDos argehtea vafa, Le- 
' gatus et Principibus eorum muneri data, noo in alia vilitate 

* quam qua? humo finguntuF : quanquam proximi ob ufum 

* co&imercibrum aurum et argentum in pretio habent, formafq; 
^ quafdam noftrs pecuni^ agnofcuntt otque cligunt': Interidres 

* umplicius et antiquius pr^mutatione Mercidit^ titur^tur. Pc<- 
^cuniam ^probant veteMm ec diu notam, ferV&fois, bigatofq; 
^ argentum quoquc magis quiun aurum fequUntur^ nuMa afitc- 
^ done animi, fed quia mioftenia argeateorum facilior ufui ' eft 
^ promifcoa ac viUa mercantibua (2)/ Thofei he fa|ys^ that 
lived oi» the confines of the Roman empii'e likl^ nioney, both 
gpU and filver, for the CQnv^Aienoe of ^tl-iiffiek, and are^weh 
tcquainied with^ and will chufe ibine of, our money; but 
they who live fui^Aier in the country perfift in ihe*niore fimple 
M^i^Klfcieiit way of bartering; Not a> Wordy^you obferve, 19 
dropped, of the -Germans having a;ny coiiied* tndiiey of their 
own.' Amongft ^lofe retnote Geraiatoa no^ doubi! ' werd our 
&bcons^ who bad* nb other method- of trading bui by^ exchange^ 
us irthe cafe with lAie like uncivilised nations at this day; and 
I cannot le^n that the Siaxons had any coined mon^ amongft 
ihem- for fevenil ages next following^; the Franks had 'non<i 
when they fifft pafled the Rhine (3). Perhaps' the Saj^ons; 
aftev they ha^ pbfteftbd themfelves of 'pwt of the Roman em-^ 
fnirc, tt'they i^nn to have done bfefore ;th«y were itivitled into 
Brilaiif', might make fome imall oie of the Roman coin, but 
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(i) Tacitut de Morib. Germ. p. 545. or c. I4« See Mallet, p. 234* 
Tac^itus, ibid. p« 541* 

Greg. Turon. V. i. In the tomb of Chil^eric^ difisovere^ A*^i653t ^ci^ 
und 

p. 1.x XX u 



(2), Tac^itus, ibid. p« 541. 

(3} Greg. Turon. V. i. In the tomb of Chil^eric^ difisovered A* 165 jt 

was found no manff of bii own, tboi;gh variout oiber jewdai P. Durii^ Pief. 
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at that period of time^ they were infinitely too unfettled in 
their way of life to cultivate to any purpofe the arts of peace 
amongft themfclves, or to bend their minds towards any civil 
improvements, fuch as the minting of money. I am aware 
that Bi/hop StilHngfleet (i)> Dr. Brady (2), and other great 
names, are againft me on this head, and are of opinion the 
Saxons were mere mercenaries ferving for pay^ but when we re- 
flet that Hengid was immediately upon his landing put in 
poileflion of the Ifle of Thanet, the reprefentation of Witi- 
chindus may be thought the moft plaufible ; they cite a pafiage 
from Bedct and another from Gildas, in favour of their 
opinion, but neither of them, fo far as I can judge, come up 
to the point I for the Epimenia of Gildas (3), and thtAnnona 
of Bede (4), do not neceflarily imply a pecuniary ftipend, but ' 
only an allowance of edibles in order jo fubfiflence. And in* 
deed when we confider the motives this people had in refpe& 
of themfelves, for undertaking this, as well as fome of their 
other expeditions, viz. the poverty of their country, and its 
being overftocked with inhabitants (5), an advantageous fettle* 
ment in a better countiy would bb a fufficient inchicement to 
them, without any view to wages paid in money, an articlet 
which, as we think, they had but little acquaintance with. 

If the Saxons, . on their arrival, did not underftand the art 
of making money, they were not likely to learn it from the ^ 
Britons, who were as ignorant in it as thev* The Romans 
quitted Britain finally about A, 41 S, or as oUiers fay, A. 427* 
(6) at which time, they either hid, or carried away with them, 
a great deal of treafure^ for £0 the Saxon Chron. A. 4iS« 

He^ Komane ^p>mnobon eal ^ :g>\\>\jofSb ]« on Bp/eene pc|ioii. 'j pnne on coftSaa 
a]>ybbon. ^ py naenijj mon pbban pndan ne meajcte. *] fume mib \>un on.Callm 

laebbon. ^t thts time the Romans gathered together all the trea-* 
fure nvhicb could be found in Britain^ and fome they hid in the 
earthy fo that no body could ever find it afterwards^ and the reji, 
they carried away with them into Gaul. By jolbjjojih here X un- 
deriland money in general, as Mr. Hearne does (7), and for 

(i) Scill'tngilret, Antiq. of Brit. Churches, p. jac. (2) Brady, p.94» 95* 
(3) GiMaHiibria, p. 16. Edit. Gale. 

^(4) Beda, I. 15. where by Annonte is clearly meant Alimtntorum Copia. 
(5) Dr. Brady,, p. Q^. ' (6) Rapin, p. 24. 

(7) Hearne, Pref. to Antiq. of Glaftonbury, p. 29. 
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the truth of this fz& in the grofs we may appeal to various 
authors^ who ha\«c given us inftances of Roftian coins hidden 
in tills manner, and of later years difcovered ; nay» the like 
dtfcoveries are even now daily made. It is not to be fqppofcd,. 
that the Roman fpccie was on this occafion entirely buried and 
carried off; this people did all they cofild to impoverilh the 
ifland upon their departure, that the enemy, the PiAs and 
Scots, might not enrich himfelf with its fpoils, but » no doiibt 
there would ftill remain fome portion, fome- ipeeimtens, of 
Roman money in Britain, which the inhabitants would natu- 
rally continue to ufe. The flock, probably, would not be 
large 5 however, there muft in reafon be fome in the hands of 
the natives. Befides, the communication withOaul was ftilt* 
kept open, and probably fome fmall quantity of money might 
be imported from thence^ And whereas a peace was afterwards 
concluded between the Britons and Scots, whereby the -former 
Wrcre to pay the latter a fum of -money, the payment was either 
made by weight, or in fpecie accruing from tfaeie two .feurces, 
the money IdQt behind by the Romans, and what the Britons 
acquired by their commerce Arith XSauL 

, Now as the redring Romans chofe to leave ib little fpecie 
behind them, the pi^fumption is, that they t<x)k away with 
them all their iniplements ^of coining, and their mint-maflers^ 
iofomuch that the whole bufinefs of nfvaking money here was 
abfolutely at an end. The Britons could not poflibly be verfed 
ID it, for whilft the Romans maintained their empire amongfl 
them, they were not .permitted to coin, this being a preroga- 
tive which that -polite people always refcrved to themfelves. 
The tcftimony of Gildas in rcfpcft of the Britons, after the 
Romans had onpe fubdued them, is very clear and flrong : 

* Ita ut non Britannia fed Romana infula conferetur, et quic- 

* quidjiabere pojtuifTet $vi«, argenti, vel auri, imagine Cxfaris 

* hotaretur (j)/ 

Genflemeji, I obferve, are difpofed to exprefs their wonder, 
that we have no coins remaining of the Britifh princes that 
fiouriihed here after the Romans left the ifland. That we 
fhould rppct with no coins, for example, of Vortigern, Vorti- 

il) Gildas, Hift. p. 11. Sec the Ellky on the Coins of Cunobelio, p»ao. 
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mcr, Ambrofids Aurfelianiis*. and tlfefc other prfhccs whofc 
itigns were concur reht with the Saxon heptarchy. But the 
ffcaSbn of thfe/ 'niothinfe, isMUffitti^ntly apparent: ' The Ro- 
mans liad taken-* the mints ^intd ffieir own liand^/ eVerbifing 
tliem exci74jh)efyvfh!ilfi ttrey trohtinlied here, and when they 
withdrew carrted the art of coining away with them : By 
which means, the Brhifh kings that fucceeded them, never had 
it in their powdr to ftrike money; they had neither implements 
fbr the purpbfe, nor flcill,' but were oblijgdd to content thera- 
felves with thtS flfender remains of the Ronian circulation thalf 
happened to be left aniongft them/ Mn Speed indeed has 
complimented Uter Pcndtagdn with a (ingle piece, and as I do 
not « prcfent 'rccolleft to have feen it any wh<rc difproved, 
and it is fo jfertinent to « the fol^edi: ^here under confideration, 
I fliall take the liberty of beftowing a .few Words upon it. The 
piece was formferfy apart of the Cotton cjAinet,but is now 
fecreted; an^* what led Mr. Speed, as I judge, to confer it' 
upon Petidra^on, was an appearance of fimrlftude, as he^ought,' 
between tfc« ttamt,' and the Ifcgtnd of the coin, '-^ PTCENDRTTEBr 
MVfJi'm KEJt. Revcrfe, wn^red. But now I dbferve, firfti 
that tlMS fuppofed fimilarity Jsve*^ ihconfiderablc, the iaft let- 
ter of thtf'ftanie bdng D^nd hot G, wHith, thougli it may in 
appearance be -a very trifling particular, yet it alters the cafe 
extremely, as • the name then will be Pcndraed, and not Pen- 
drae^. Secondly, Pendragori. was liot this^'princle's proper 
name, for that was Uter, of which there ire not the leaft traccisi 
upofe the coin; Pendragdn w^sts only a title of olHbe or dig- 
nity, as we arc Efficiently taught both by Mr. Baxter (i ) and 
Mr, Wife (2). 'Quaere then, thirdly, to what feriiiis this an- 
cient and difficult piece ' belongs ? To no other, in my judg- 
merit, than tlie SaxonV bfcmg minted^ as 1 take it,' in the loth 
century^, when the Saxons coined fi^^f little eold^. of ybich 
fhetal it feems this piece was.* TTic bpmion I {nail now briefly 
fupport, iiEX/ ftands immediately Under the.lcine'a head, inde- 
pendently on the reft of the legend (3) ; and is intended to 
infiniiatc, that it U 4 rcgkT,' and Aot a prclatical^oin ; Ihe cpi•^ 

( 1 ) Baxter; G^olT in vpci. .... . , / 

(2) Mr. Wife's letter to,l)jrA4ead, oh Ai\(i<|.^of BerkOiire, p. 46. 

(3) Camdi I Tab. of Brit« Coins', No. 10.' ' • ^ 
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graphe then, will be» + paendrxbd UVMnXfas^. Rcver^ 
PE(NDR£D. |s[ovif it IS DO uficomiiipn,. thing to f^ the minteir's 
name on a doin without the |i;ing> or the pr^late^lg^ by w^9^ 
authority the piece .\iras. fhFupk ;(|)«. fUs name ,alfo xKci^rs 
fometimes on both .fides tbp co^,. aa, here (2) ;, and it i^ no^ 
without example that the name i$ diiFerep tly v^ittep on ^e 
fame coin (3)9 fo unfettled wer<^ our anceftors fit that tiuM jin 
their orthograpliy. As for V , in MVNITAjiu^ the cth 
vowel is perpetually put.for thet4th/(4);,apd ia thOj pn^ieni 
cafe not , improperly 9. becaoie. of ibe^axpn jB^ex and myrm^t^, 
and accordingly we aiftualiy find it^ fo written on, a coin of 
Sihtric^ king of Northun^^land {^)^ There ;a;)^ a ^thpufand 
inflances of the pennutation of thc,fi{ twp ^yovfe^s^ as Jikewife 
of the counterchahging 'of E^\ zpd, ;|, fo th;|t I noQ(| notr in^ft 
any longer on thefe particularff. j. t 

To return to the fu]>j[e£l; il^e^mde and nnpolifiied Saxom 
received a good (hare of improvement a^ cqltivation, 00 
doubts from their intiinacy and converfe vfitb their Im^s the 
Britons* but in no article Idsp t|iaii in t^. f^rffirittisiffs and 

Crodudions of the, n^inf^ which: thcie preceptors were incapa-^ 
le of, teaching them. Hfngii^, it js tfaougpt, finiv^ Ai 449^ 
when the ai:t of coining wasinere in a manner u^aJuipwn^ when 
there was no example of it^, jfio encquragen^^t to it, no meant 
fuitablc for the attaiipt^ a^4t to fay all in pn^, wordy Iktk oif 
nooccafion ^r it,.;.; Their caf^ was widely differeotc in this^ 
from that of ^e Franks in Qaul, *,who^ uppn: their p^i^ng the 
Rhine .under Clovis, A. 486, and feising upon thc; pity of 
Treves, where the Romans had a very prolific mint, might fall 
upon making money very eariy^ * lis pureot mefrtie fe fervir 
^ de leurs ouvriors ct de lairs maii^ines, ice/ • Th<?^ Francs/ 
fyys JSlonii^ur. X^e BlancV * injg!>t evq^makf^ p^ of the Rpmaii 

Wi) Lord IVmbMkf . Part IV. T^laq^ Sir A. F^mtatM, Tab« tX. Nuou 

(a) Sir A. FoM^ Ice. ck, Candto, Six. Qwiii^ I. No. ^2^ 
(3j Camd. Sax.Cotfif, L No. 32*. Tbe opin of Al^ulf, in Speedy p« s^a* : 
(4) Hcfice Btdc and (he Itineraigr Lopdoni* and Lonrfinium* whitQ.tbf 3aiu 
Chrdh. h^s Ltindene, L^nddne^ Stc. 1 lie ^ofns hairc ic'Eboracum, but thie Iti- 
nerary E^uraculn. Dr Gale's Conmenr. p. 19. Drake*s ElK)fa€Ufn,,p. 6. So, 
Vidluria for Vi&oria is common. Speed, p..26a« l«ord t^embr, rait xCT;«b. 33, 
No. 59. (s) Lord Pc«br. Part IV. T^.i. ' ' ^ 

• work- 




ireves;* jvncrctne noinans 'Jiaji a mint, as weu ?is at JL»yQns 
and 'afArtrf§. '^- Ag.^iasi^ ^htf wrote at the beginning of tliis 

• firft^r^te, ftilfcf MefbVirigian *linc of , the. French kings] gives 
'iome c ' 

* Franks 
firobabtli 

Saxcris attempted to Coiii^ --^ , , . 

enbugh' to do, for foime time, in fubduing their late friends, 
but now enemies, th^Bmons; in eftdblirtiing themfelves in 
their acquifitions and conquefts, and the like important em- 
ployments ;* and there Was jthc lefs occafion for them to turn 
their- thoughts cipon a mint, as there waa fome Ipecie ftill re^ 
taairnng in the'iflahd, and j)irofoably fufficlent for the little uife 
they had for it at iirft. . But let iis jn the next place contemr 
plate mattcf5 bf faift in thcfe Uihes, to fee lioW they correfpond 
With' this r<{ptefcntatioil. ' Ethclbert, king' of K^^rft, 1^(^ ,ww 
iifioh the thtbhc ^ Ai sg6J^W6n'A^ititic' the AioiSt Vrrlvcci 
thcrfc; ^reitnted Tifc Wtth ho «i^fif^ that' wc licar' of, ±fd ])rb- 
birbly ^as hiiiiifelf potfcflea of very Kttle, 'as the royal riyfenuei 
were tHen paidiA a very dificreht form. . And wc are told that 
Ofwald, king of ^Northumberland^ who began ^lis reign A. 67^j^ 



wci as rs mbft iiaturaU appear in the, next plac^ to tn6 corns. 

We have-not. ^^^gle {iinnjr 61dbr thkn ^thelwfeaird king ot 

WelRr, whti'accdaed A.V27lt)r.5^28?'^ Pretenfioos indeed run 
higher ^ • ^ • '^ <-'• i^^>^- ^ ... :^. ... ...• 

fcrerit 
Mr 

<?onverfktion ver^ bd^i^^ ^elfi^?4 ' h^^'fiad a benny of Hen- 
gtft; what^^ity'it'wics/h^ ha^ not another of ridrfa, to keep 
it company ! But notwithilandii;ig the 4ead weight of all this 
authority, pur. pre^^^, Saxon &ries cpmineaces. oo fooncr than 
^thdweatdWiWcffi».»-r The coina' that claim a higher date, 
are one of Aldulf, which n^e have ^tally difcarded (3); a 

( i) M. LcBlanc, p. 38. (1) Bcde, p«2 09. ' (3} See eoins of Arcfabp^PIegmiuid* 

penny 
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pcijny of St.-Edwia of -Northuipberland reduced totbe >ge of 
another faijaf, il^dwjard- tKc Cbqfcflor (r); two wh^ch Speed 
beflows on t^e Ea^-S^on^ Silghard and- OffsL^ the, former of 
whoni died A, 694, and the latter, A,, 709 5; and. a fifth whiph 
fome are diipofed to confer upon ^^Ifred kiiig of Northumber- 
land^. who departed this life A. 705 (2)., f^ow as to the three 
laft, Sighard^s piece belonj^s eithpr to Sigcfcrth^ who flew him-* 
fcif A. 961 (3), or, as I rather ifiink, to St^^E.dni^ndftijrjy: (4),. 
Offa was not king of Eflcic but ^ef Mcrifia,^ for JLull^ or tiul» 
was a mmt-maftcr of the Mercian Offa, and of.Ciopiuxlf hi? 
fucceflbr l^).. And -fl^fr-ed's penny was not the property pf th,^ 
king of Northumberland,^ as will be fhewii in. a. particular dif-^- 
fertatipn |?cr^unto annexed, biitof i^lfred ^ ^f*^- . 

Now .whcp thefc pieces, arc partljf rfijedledf. find partly >rcdur 
ced tptneir^ju/l; and^ proper (^^ wc may reafonably. allege 
and infiily^ that nbbodj[ has yet feed any inoney of thofe illu^ 
flrious princds of this weftern, kingdom, Keaulin^, Cedwalla^. 
nor even of Inak ^the, prcdcjscffor.of ^thclwtafd^ Tfhe late 
Jor4 llolki 6t 5j^fycpft(pp/'wgs Jp oj>li^Dg a?^ to rrUkf very ikriOf 




tend for betiig,. (hat tjbe Saxops di^ not. iirike money till lopg 
iffcr tlicir 9xr|Kal hc^eji. and .'tnat^ the jf^ldeft ^J^nqy now eictnnt 
Joes iK)t exfiW th^tci^tic-. 'Igi^^^^ 

thin^^ hff^cafter mcfrc Yei)extplc;and ^;j]ti^^ep^Jju|t at,pr?j^pjt tt)i% 
ferWrjiieshb higher./ An eif)ihei^tii^^iq.ua]7a9ae|ed^ ii^i.ajatc 
elegant and elaborate^'perfocmancci^ h^s de^ared,/very. unfac' 
vourabk to tbe{y{fe{p,aod.no^^9Jil)ere^9fly * I^Tuoin^oruor 

•-'ancmbd^cnjus, tuni /ante«/tu^i^ po(Eeorun^|o ^^tannijanvapr^ 
* puliumy/Saxones^ety^ Kah^^jept'.cjpprt^' ' JipWcT^r, h^^ 
Kas.aftef >sr^rd5, ^u^lifie^' Wf ajC(ci:Uop,\j>y ^^}^^\' ^in, objifj^aj^ 
^noon^ma^gcatps ifVa; batbaras alieaa oboneCa^ noa propria,, 

, . '■ ( f » • " r 'T 
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' (1 ) ' See c6uis of archblfhop Plegihund ; and tfie %i ofibe anirr xed-JTiflcrtar Ions. 
' : (^) r m^htien not here the ^etfriy of Katired,' wliidi tti %edV by *tbf mlil&k< 
r Aip|)ore.«r Ah^ Rri^tcr/is gimi t9<Rcdp«i«]d» whiydl&biVed tikeUtiron«x«filLA& 

^"M*;!!' ^^'^n "'/-' •/; .; ' ;"^ ;^' i^' ^ ^.^<'^^^^K^t ^^ ^^»'- ^-'' 

(3) ^^ron. Sax. * (4; See coins of St* Edaiunolburj, bcloww^ 

(5) Sir. Andrew Fountaine, I^. No.. 9. IV. No, u . ? » . 
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* ofos cffc, vcl viliora metalla iis pro nutnmis fuiffe ; nil babea 
^ quod rcfpondeam; in re obicuriffima libenun efto unicuiquo 

* judiciom (i)/ which very nearly approaches to onr fentiments^ 
that what money the Saxons had at firft, was not of their own^ 
but of foreign fabrication. I affume then, ^ 

That from the time of iEthelweard, the Weft Saxon hep- 
tarchy, who acceded A, 727 or 728, the Saxons coined money, 
but how long they did it before is yet uncertain, perhaps not 
more than a. century ; Ethelbert of Kent took the crown 
A. 560, and Auguftine the nionk arrived in his reign, A.^596jr 
but at that jun6bure the monarch does not appear to have had 
any money ; Auguftine, however, and his companions, proba- 
bly brought fome pieces with them from Rome. Yet I cannot 
think thefe prelates, for fuch they afterwards became, were in- 
ftrumental in teaching the art of coinage, as they were em« 
ployed in affairs of totally a different nature. 

The origine of the mint then amongft the Saxons is invelo** 
ped in obfcurity. Caput inter nubila condtty juft as the initia of 
«iany other noble arts and inventions arc. Whence this people 
took it up, whether from the Roman model, as Mr. Glarke 
contends, or from elfewhere, as others think, is a point I am 
not here concerned with : This, however, feems probable, that 
when the reguli of tlie heptarchy firft begun it, they referved 
the pradice entirely to themfelves, and continued to do {o till 
the reign of king Ofta, under whofe aufpices, and during the 
diftraftions of the Kentifh kingdom, archbiftiop Athelai^, as 
was before ftated, either voluntarily and of himfelf affumed the 
privilege of coining, or had a grant and licenie for that purpofe 
from OfFa. 

Now Wulfrcd, Athelard*s fuccefTor, was even under left 
controul than he had, been, in refpedt of his immediate {xsvt^ 
reign ; for Baldred, his prince, had retired, after he had beeti 
vanquifhed by Egbert the Weft Saxon, into Mercia (a). He 
therefore took a large ftride, and fairly coined money in his 
own right, taking not the leaft notice of his lawful prince, but 
placing his own name and effigies upon iti which certainly 
was going as £as as majefty itfelf could do. The cafe (eenis to 



(0 Wire» Nuoun. Bodl. Ca^og. p. %%%. 

H 



(a) R^tfl, p. 63. 

have 
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have ^. been I that the predominant power of Kentdph king of 
Mercia h^d reduced the K-entHh kingdom to the laft extremity^ 
{kpd if Cuthred and Baldred» kiQgs of Kent^ coined money af- 
Twards, J ^ . in fa<9; they did, it. was by the connivance of 
.enulf, whofe tributaries fhey were, Wulfrcd, we may 
imagine^ wag at this junfture very great and powerful, as, by 
the pains and dexterity of his predecefibr, the archbifhoprrck 
of Lichfield had been reunited to his church. He might think 
himfelf upon a par with petty fovereigns, who were as much,. 
«nd perhaps more, dependant on the will of others as himfelf ; 
for why ? he had the Pope to fupport him: ; and therefore 
might not think it improper, however not unpardonable, to 
place his effigies on the coin, in the manner they did. 'Tis 
true^ one capnot commend hifi cooduA, which appears to have 
been ra{h and prefumptuous, and was even difproved ibon after^ 
as we (hallYee in .the fequel; and yet it would be uncandid to 
cenfure him feverely for it, as bis error, his crime,, in incroach- 
ing on the prerogative royal, feems to be greatly extenuated 
by the particular circumiranccs> and the turbulency of the 
times. /.*•/' ' I .. » 

In this ftate matters ieeih to have continued till archbifhop 
Plegmund^a time, who was advanced to the pall A. 8S9, and 
appears for fom$ reafons, oow not known, perhaps on receiving 
fome check from his priace^ Edward the Elder» who at. this 
feafon was become powerful, and very attentive to the interior 

)lice cf the. kingdom, to havebtnitted putting his effigies on 
lifSf ;{p^ej but to have perfifbed, neverthelefs,. in ftriking 
xnon^y in his own name, and in his own right, for he never 
takes t^e leaft notice of his fovereigns, Alfred and Edward,. 
9n his cqiiibs.. But nqw if Plegmund was reilrained by his. 
Sovereign from placing his buft on his cDins> we cannot expedt 
to behold the bufl of any. other prelate on the nKtropolhibat 
i^ecie, but thofe of Wulfred and of Ceolnotb^ 'tis certain that 
a^ 'prefept we- doa*l .fee aay: other. 

.May we not conclude from hence, to wit» from the abfence 
of Plegmubd's effigies oa his coins, that oar Ihctrta Numifmata 
inuft nece^ar-ily . be . older than his timed: May not alfo the 
reftraint upon Plegmund in regard of his effigies^ fuppofing it 
to be. fad« be conflrued as a previous and preparative Hep 
; *' toward* 




towards the grand revolution brought ttbout in the neart 
rcign r . ' , . . . ' 

Thefe aflertions and conjedures,. call them-as jrAtt Will, are, 
I confefs, bold and hazardous enough^ confidering the fbw data 
we have to proceed upon ; and certai||ly it Were much to be 
wiflied we had a greater number of pennies piibli(hed 6f every 
pontiff either to falfify or confirm them/ As it is, I don't fee 
how one can determine jmd fpeak^bdi^rwife than as' above. 
Time perhaps n>Ey inftrud)^ us,bette]::,',by making new and br- 
iber difcoveries. I fay this, to make gentlepien collectors moro 
alert, afliduous and inquiCltive. 

In the next reign, wnich was that of the imperial Athelftani» 
who was abfolutdy governor of, all England, ^nd aflumed the^ 
ftile arid title of ^otms BrUdnnw iUx^ and even placed it upof^ 
his money (j.). The coinage 6f the S^xioi;! kiogdpoi, undef*^ 
went, very C2^rly> a moft material and eUential regulation;; 
This great prince. Who acceded A. 925f took the prerogative 
of coining money entirely into his own hands, aD4. .^^Hldly 
put an end to all the foregoing i^novatiofi;^ h^Hrtf^l tp tbCiftM^ 
and injurious to the dignity of hi§ crown. . — , . » 

. 'Tis obfervable, l)i confirmation of what is n/sre 9\\fSj^$ xk^ 
no metropolitical coin has ever been ieen^ with aa ^arphbifliQp's 
name or effigies, pofterior to the reign of this prince^ iji tb^ 
Saxon times* • . '» . * - 

But as Athelftan's regulation of the yjsat 928 (ft), Jiere filjLv** 
ded to, is fo deciiive in the matter, and fo v^ impor^a^t^' it 
may be proper to introduce it here at length, in Dr« WilkiAS't 
Latin verfion (3), accdmpanted with fome proper reflediont 
by way of commentary. 

^ Statuimus ut una moneta fit ji^er pmnem regis ^itioneto^ 

* et nemo monetam cudat extra portadi^ • • * • . 

« In Cantuaria fint vii monctarii i qpatuor ^egu, il|i0 Epi^ 

• copi, et unus Abbatis. 

< In Rofienfi Civitate tree, duo Kqgisi et unuD jEpi&opL 

* Londini viii. 

• Wintonidfe vi* 

(i) Sir Andrew FoufitaiJiei Tab.H. l^oreJfbyy'MuC |t« 34^^ ' 

(2) WilkinS) Concilia, L p. 205^ 

(3) Wilkinsi Legg. A<^»x. p. 19. or hts CgndKaT, li p. ioti 

Ha 'In 
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' In urbe Haftingio (i) unus 

« AJi»s Ciceftri® (2)« 

• Hamtoniae duO;(3)« 
^ Wcrhamiae ii '(4)- 

* Duo Exonis^ 

« ii Schaftefbuiie (5). 
, ^ Alias in aliia CailelliB unus {&)S 

Much incowmircnce, no doiibt, had beci^ found, from luf^ 
lering different coins to pals amorigft the king's fubjcds. They 
were not only diflioiilar^ but often of doubtful authority, and 
confequently liable to be refufed in paymeAts f they might be 
6f a b^fe allay, or at leaf): of a itifpicio^s goodnef^ and purity,. 
er fcandaloufly deficient in weight ; upon which confiderations. 
this wife king ordains here, that there (hould'be but one uniform: 
^*cies of coin current in his dominions, to the utter exclufion. 
«f the prelates from coining- any money of their own, or ia 
their own right, as jafbretime had been done, to the great di- 
minution of his crown and dignity. This was an abridgment 
of ufage, 'tis true^ in refpeft of the prelates^ but no injuftice ;; 
it was only feffbring matters to their primitive flate» and riiere* 
forie they could not in reafon, and probably did not, objedt to- 
k. They were not deprived by this ordinance of the privi-- 
lege of ftriking money miniilerially, by the king's authority,, 
and for his ufe and fervice, as is evident from what folTows ia 
l3^e« regulation, but only were debarred from doing it for ihem- 
]^lvies, and in their own names.. The profits of the mints. 
were confiderable, and thefc they •were permitted ilill to* enjoy,, 
but as Sir Matthew Hales reprefents it, * had neither the de- 
\Homiiiation» (lamp, nor allay (^7)/ 

This now fufficiently accounts for the non-appearance of any 
eoiQe whh aa archiepifcopal efifigy, after the reign of king^ 
Athelftanj and to go one uep further, may we not pronounce,. 
that hone of the kind will ever be found hereafti^r ? And may 

(i) Haftin^eftra. Brompton, inter X Script. Col. 8431 ctputQre£le. 
(2, 3, 4.) Thefe places are all omitted in Brompton* 
(5) Schaftfbuiy.. Brompton. quod redtius. 
^6) Et in aliU Burgis. Brompton adds. 
(7) Sir Matthew tialcs^ Sherifs Aocountk 

WO 
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we not infer, from the premifes^ that no coins with an archie-^ 
pifcopa! effigies are to be expeded^ but of Wulfred^ Ceolnothn 
and Athelred (i), perhaps of Plegmund ? in which (hort lift 
Fkogild and Suired, or Syred, are omitted^ on account of their 
dying fo ibon after their eledion; and laftly, that if any coins 
of Athelm ^nd Wlfhelm^ the fucceffors of Plegmund, fhould 
ever make their appearance, they will not exhibit the portraits^ 
but the names only, of thofe prelates ? Thefe are no more tharr 
reafonable prefumptions ; efpecially as we are certain, that our 
primates never recovered their claim to the coining of money 
for themfelves and with their own effigies ; this ordinance of 
Athelftan,. injoining an uniformity of fpecie throughout the 
kingdom, being renew 'd by king Edgar (2), by the council 
of iBnham, A* 1009, in the reign of king Athelred (3), and 
by king Cnut (4). So in the Concordia or agreement between 
king Stephen and Henry duke of Normandy, afterwards king 
Henry II. A. 1153, ^^ ^^^ ftipulated, * Et pubhca monetae 
* una et eadem erit in regno ex argento percufla (5)/ And 
Hoveden writes of Henry II. that in the fecond year, of his> 
f eign> * Novam fecit monetam quae fola rccepta erat, et ac- 
^ cepta in regno (6)/ I ihould fuppofe, to note this by the 
way, that the abbots of St. Aiiguftine had, in Kke manner^ 
their proper coins» as well as the archbidiops,. and probably 
with their own effigies, before the year.9^&; I am not aware,, 
indeed, that any fuch pennies of their's have y^L been difco-^ 
vered (7); however, one may venture to foretel,. that, if any 
jthould hereafter be found, they will prove to be coins of abbots 
older than that date> and probably older tlian the time of arch«- 
biihop Plegmund* 

The next feafonable and JudicioQs regnlatibn in this law, is^ 
the king's prohibition, that no one (hould coin money buran popre, 
which the author, whom he calls Brompton^ renders extra: 
portum (8); but Dr.Wilkins gives it extra portam, and Mr. Lam- 
fcardc, followed by Mr. Selden (9), extra oppidum^ which, I 

(i) None of his money has yet appeared; (2) Wilkins, Concilia, p. zSg*. 

^3} Legg. Edgari^ cap. 8. (4) Lrgg. Canuti^ cap. 8*. 

(5) Matth. Paris, p. 86. (6) Rog. Hoveden,^ p. 49^.. 

(7) Sto iVkrrtifm. sheer t ay No. I. 

48) Joh Brompton, inter x Script* Col. 843. and agj^in,, Cbl«.899t 

^9} Sdden,^ Spicileg, ad L^dmer,, p. 2J& 

smaginc^ 
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imagine, comes in efied to the fame (i)« The de%A tif this 
prohibition was, as I take it, to prevent the frauds and mal^ 
practices, which but too often were committed in thofe mints 
that were occupied in private and obfcure places. To thefe 
rogueries the ordinance of Ethelred IL feems to refer, where 

he fays, * l ^^ mynerejiaj- ^ mne paba pyjtcc^ oSSe elkf JjpaBji ^f pa bion j9eQ|u 

« fconef rcyibig, &c.* which is tranflated by Dr. Wilkins, * Et 

* monetarii qui in ligno opcrantur, vel alicubi aliter, fint vitae 

* fuae rei (2);' but furely it ought rather to be rendered, qui 
in Syhm operantur^ for the words o^RSe eiier ))pan, vel alicuhiy fecm 
to ihew, that the legiflator is fpeaking of place^ and not of 
materials ; and fo Brompton, in that obfcure pafTage, CoL 898, 
has it, ' Et eos eciam qui conos (3) faciunt in occultis' And again, 
' Et conflituerunt quod monetarii manum perdant et ponatur 

^ fuper ipdus monetae fabricam, et qui in nemoribns vel alibi ' 
^ iimilibus [f. locis] fabricant, vitae fuas culpatiles fint, &;c/ 
implying, that knavifh and clandefline doings were mofl com* 
mon in thofe retired and fecret abodes. The abbot of St. 
Auguftine, probably, before this prohibition, ftruck his money 
fomewhere within the precindls of his monaftcry, but from 
thenceforward was obliged to keep his office within the walls 
of the city of Canterbury ; for abbot Silvefter is plainly faid to 
have had his mint in Civitate Cantuaria (4), in confequence^ 
no doubt, of this regulation of Athelftan's; and therefore 
when Mr. Thore(by fuggefts, that the archbifhop of York 
coined his money, after the time of our regulation, in fome 
private apartment of the cathedral itfelf (5) ; and Mr.Thwaites 
lays exprcffly, his coin was in Ecclefia Rboracenfi percujfa (6) ; 
they appear to me to be miftaken ; and 'tis remarkable, that 
fome of thefe York coins, called Peter-Pence, have EBORACB 
CIV, clearly denoting the city, and not the church. And in 
an half groat, ftruck in the reign of king Henry VII, by this 
archbi(hop, you have CIVITAS EBORACI (7). 

A third obfervation on Athelftan's ordinance mud be^ that 
the archbifhop is here allowed to have two workmen i and ib 

(i) See Wife, Numm. Bodl. p. 229* (2) Wilkin3, Legg« A— ^ax. p. Ii8. 
(3) Vide infra in Annot. ad p. 86. (4) Thome, Cd. 1816. 

(5) Thorcfty, Muf. p. 341. 

(6) Thwaites> Notse ad Anglo-Sax. Nummos, Oxon. 1708. 

(7) Thorcft)/, Muf. No. 22, Fotkcs, p. it. & PI. f>, 

it 



ft occurs agaiin In Dr. Wilkins's edition of ffie Councils (i)> 
where it is likewife faid, there were to be leven minters at 
Canterbury, four for the king, two for the archbifliop, and 
one for the abbot, meaning the abbot of St. Auguftine. But 
now in Brompton's copy of this ordinance, 'tis eight minters^ 
four for the king, three for the archbifhop, and one for the 
abbot (2); and this I conceive to be the truth, as the arch-* 
bifliops were permitted, both in the reign of Richard I. and 
of king John, to have three mints (3); and that the arch- 
bifhop of York claimed to have three mints ^4), lo be upon: 
the fame footing, as we may fuppofe, with the primate of 
Canterbury, unlefs he had an eye to the mint his predecefTor 
wrought at Lincoln (5). It does not appear, that any other 
fubjefts, but the archbifhop of Canterbury, the abbot of St. 
Auguftine, and the bifliop of Rocheftcr, were permitted at 
this time to occupy mints. The ordinance is (ilent as to every 
body elfe, the other mints being, as I take it, all regal ones« 
The indulgence feems to have been continued to them, oa 
account of their having enjoyed it immemorially, and there-^ 
fore were not" to be totally divefted of their rights. This ac* 
cords with what was remarked above on Mr. Selden*s fugge- 
<tions, as likewife with fa^s and the appearance of things, no 
one having ever feen a (ingle penny fabricated by the hand of 
a fubjetfl after this date, except the archbifliop of York and 
the abbot of St. Edmundfbury, wbofe cafes fhall be reported 
and accounted for tn the fequel. 

Fourthly, the ordinance, pafled fo early in the king's reignt 
as the year 928, when he acceded but A. 925, concer&s only 
the ftate and kingdom of WeiTex, though no doubt the other 
kingdoms^ as faft as they were* fubdued, or fubmitted them*^ 
felves, would be obliged to contorm to this regulation of the 
king's, as they did to the red. ^Tis certain, that no place is* 
mentioned in this law but what lay within the bounds of what 
at the time was the Weft Saxon kingdom, Kent and Suflcx,. 
being now part and parcel thereof* The cities and towns lie 
all in the fouth of England, and, except Lcndoa, fouth of the 

(i) Wilkififti CoBcilfa, L p. 2o6v . (2) Brompton, Col- 843^ 

13) Bit Reg. Jnb. in Wilkins Legg. A—- Sax» p» 355. See bdovr, ^ 88i» 

{4J Nichofi6o> Hift. Libr. p. a6j. (j) Se(^ below» p. 67. 
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mer TJiamcs. London had been formerly given to Athelftan^s 
father (i\ and fo had defcended to higi, but all the other 
parts of the ifland were as yet independent of him. He coined 
money indeed afterwards, at Leicefter, Derby, York, and elfe- 
where, without the limits of Weflex, but not, I prefumc, till 
after A. 928 ; wherefore when Mr. Somner fays Athelilan 
^appointed mints at this time throughout the kingdom (ft), he 
jnuft be underftood to mean the kingdom of Weflex. How- 
■ever, one may in a good meafure judge from this ordinance, 
of the number of mints in thefe ages, which muft have been 
very numerous, iince it is added in the laft claufe. Alias in aliis 
CaJieUis unus\ or, as Brompton has it, alias in aliis Cajlellis unus 
£t in aliis burgisf we may judge fomcthine alfo of the propor- 
tion in which they were diftributed over tnc king's dominions; 
^nd laftly, of the quality of the minters, who, as they were fo 
large a body, all taken together, could not be perfons of high 
jank : But of this more hereafter. 

Thefe reflections and obfervations may account for the omif- 
iion of York, St. Edmunfbury, and Lincoln, in the king's 
regulation, where yet, we are fure, certain prelatical coins 
were minted in the Saxon times. On thefe it may be proper 
to enlarge a little. York was in the hands of the Danes when 
the law was enadted; for Athelflan did not become perfect 
jnafter of that city till A. 937 (3), vvhereforc it could not be 
included in the ordinance, or even mentioned there« But as 
ibon as it fell into his hands, it became no doubt fubjedt to his 
Jaws and ordinances, and this amongfl: the reft; wherefore 
whatever .the Northumbrian primates had done before, from 
this time forward they would be obliged to defift from ftriking 
money &r themfelves, and in their own right, as their brother 
primates of thie ibuth were- Mr. Drake, in the Eboracum^ 
has coUefied together in one plate (4)9 all the coins which he 
could reafonably imagine were minted at York; of thefe^ 
though they are indeed nAMnerous, not above one or two, if 
you exclude the Peter-Pencct can be deemed with any degree 
pf certainty tp be prelaticaU viz. No. 7 and 8# which are both 

(il Rapin, p. 98. (1) Sdsnner, Antiq. Canterti. p. ^5* 

(3) Drake's Ejboracum, p. 79. (4} Drake, fiboraeuniB ia Appeai. p.civ. 
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eoms of Athelftai), and as they prefent us with the king's name^* 
as well as for other reafbns^ niuft have been coined after the- 
ordinance. In the judgment of our antiquaries^ there is a rudb 
seprefeatation of the- cathedral on their reverfes (i)» from 
whence one may coUedt they ifTued from' the archbiCbop's mint> 
•tiiough* they were coined for the king> whofe name they bear^ 
and probably fomewhere in the city. In the fir^l of the coins 
in queftiour + -fiBELSTAN REX. Reverie,. PVf-T8iO (2). Mr* 
Thore&y &ys the building is reverfed* by the engraver's 
miftake (3), but this does not appear £6 to me,, fince the 
building, exadly refembles that on No. 8. Inv the- reverfe of 
No. 8,. coined, by Regnard,. Sir Andrew Fountaine finds the 
word EAoraca (4)^ the name of the city of York ; but in Mr. 
Thorefby's type in Camden,, and it was his own coin, it is 
rather BBRXE aL, that is, EBRACenfis ACleiia, as> according 
to Mr..Thope(by, Ecd^a wzs frequently written in* the barba* 
rous ages (5)* I think it probable,, however, that thefe pri- 
mates continued ftriking money throughout the Saxbn times,^ 
witnefs the Peter*Pence, the ponies of Eric {6^t and^that wc 
are aflured they were in pofTeffion of their mints in* the Con- 
queror's r^ign (7)- Tht San&i Petri Monetae of which there 
are not k&^ than eight in Mr. Drake's plate (d),. may all be 
fairly prefumf d (Mr.Wife. is of the fame opinion) (9,), to have 
flowed from thence (10),. as the king's own workmen had no^ 
<)onne^oa or concern with St« Peter,, as the name of this^ 
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i) Sir A. Fountaine, ad Tab'. II. p. \^T. 
[t) Hence Tbwaitcs deduces, very improbaNy, tlie nameofWoIfisy*- 

(3) Thoreiby in Camd. Qoh OLXXZUi 

(4) And fo we^bave it in Mr* Drake's Eboracum,, p. cm*. 

(5) Thoreiby in Camd. CqI.clxxxix, and in Muf. p. 345. alfo Mr.Tbwaitea)^ 
]|; 3* (6) See belov; p. 54.* (7) See below, p; 85, 

(8) Atiolberocours in Numifm. Pembroch; FafC^4« Tab.-o. 

(9} Wire, Numm^ BodL p.. ijg.^ 

(40X Some have formerly, imagined the San^i Petri^ imtieta viKre the Peters 
F6nce paid to the Pope. But this notion is folidly confuted by Mr, Dr^e in the- 
Eboracum, p. cv^ He acknowledges^ p; cvi. they have been (ometime^ <al!M^ 
by that name, and probably they were, juft as a noted ftone-quarry at Ledfloney^ 
in Yorkfliiro, is called 'P^f/r-f^/?, becaofe Yorb minffer,- dedicated' to Sti Peter^. 
was btiilC'with.the ttone hewen out. of it* Thoreiby, Due, Leod. pw 239. • The: 
Rome-fcot was called Peter^Pence, becaufe it was paid on the Feaft of St.. Peter' 
ad Vincula. Edgar's Laws,. p. 77* ThoreiBy, Muf. p. 340* KapJA^ (^ 54»- See: 
aUb Sir- A« Eouataine^. i^ z8i« 
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dpoftle appears to be chara^leriftic of diis fee, and as qpon three 
of tbem> No. 39, 40, and 45, the cathedral is attempted to 
he exprefTed* tnough in a manner even more uncouth and 
clumfy than that on No. 7 and 8 of Athel{1:an*s coins above. 
I efteem them to be all coins poilerior to Athelftan's regulation, 
^nd perhaps minted not long before the Norman Conqueft. 
To fay a word on the fword that appears on many of thefe 
pennies, Mr. Thwaites was fo much at a lofs about it, that he 
puts the queflion, * An gladius in tribus nummis referatur ad 
* D. Paulum, D. Petri eiyuin^cv ^Ah\(povV And in fadt, this 
inftrument is generally the injigne or emblem of St. Paul, and 
not of St. Peter, as this laft did not die by a fword, but was 
crucified with his head downwards. The Keys are commonly 
the proper badge of St. Peter, and are accordingly often placed 
on the York coins, in later ages (i). The apoftle himielf is 
alfo frequently called by the name of Claviger (2). St. Paul, 
I am perfuaded neverthelefs, has no connexion or concern with 
thefe coins : How then, you will fay, comes the fword there ? 
Mr. Thorefby thinks it was tP diftinguifli the monies of the 
prefent archbifliop from thofe of his predeceiTors. But perhaps 
it niiay be an allufion to thofe prophetical words of our Saviour 
to this apoftle, on his wounding one of the fervants of the 
high prieft, 7)6^ that take the fnvord Jhall perijh wtb tbefword^ 
Matth. xzvi. 5a. for it appears from John xviii. 10. that Peter 
was the perfon that infli^ed the wound ; and it is poflible that 
in thefe very illiterate ages, the text might be underflood of 
St. Peter peribnally and according to the letter^ though all that 
was meant was, that the death of fuch peribns fhould be 
violent^ the fword, in a common way, being an inftrument of 
violence; vide Schotti Adagia (3)^ But I rather think this 
device refers to the power of tbeJworJ^ fuppofed in theie times 
to have been conferred on St. Peter^ and his fucceilbrs, the 
Popes of Rome^ from whence we hear fi> much of the fword 
oi St« Peter (4)« Let the karaed judges 

( I } Tablet of die Antiquftriaft Society* {%) Du Frefitei GioflT. In v. Clanger. 
(3} But fee a difteient ioterpretatton in Grotiiis, who takes it not g€OciiUy» 
but applies it to the cafe of our Saviour and the Jews* 
(4) UkA Ljttellon's Life of K* Hen« IL Vd.IV. f. 235. ji j» 

There 
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Tliere are two coins In 8ir A. FomntMhe^ Tab. VIIL n^iA 
ke gives to Eric« whom Jbe sicpvcfents as idng of the Eaft 
AngleSp and G^cctttcar^ of Outhmm ; but. as there is a fword 
acrofs tbe fiejd of the obvenfe, exa£% after the manner of 
theie Peter<-Pence, we ought with more reafon to turn otir eyes? 
upon Eric the fuocefior of Aniaf in the Northumbrian king-:' 
dom (i)« But I zm of opinion myfelf, that this being the 
archiepifcopal device of the primatea of York, .thefe two pieces 
are really prelatical coins, minted by the archbiihop for thi9 
king Eric. Mr. Selden ob(erves, that after Athelftan's time, 
no money was coined without the king's name or effigies t 
* Neque uUum poflmodum Jine principts efigie out nomine num« 
' mum percuiTum, adjedlo interdum five conutis provincialis, 
^ five urbis aut oppidi domini five cuforis etiam n^^mine (2)/ 
This, however, is not ftridtly true, for the SanSli Petri moneta, 
the piece of archbifhop Wulflon (3), the pennies of St.^ 
Edmunfbury, and the Lincoln coin, to be confidered below, 
don't prefent us either with the king's effigies or bis name : 
Neither do we meet with the earl's name, or the names of 
lords of citka and towns expreiled upon tbefe later Saxon 
coins, as he foggefls, but only tbe names of the mint-mafters, 
or, if a prelatical piece, with fome device denoting that. The 
cafe with the earls and barons in king Stephen's time, wha 
was obliged, for political reaibns, to indulge the nobility in 
their humours, and to tonnive at their encroachments on the 
regality, was different from this, and has nothing to do with 
the pradice of the Saxon times* To have done with, thefe 
Peter-Pennies, as they were called, they were tbe king's^ 
money, though ftrickea by the archbiOiops of York. 

There arc two other York, and, as we apprehend, prelatical 
coins, which, though they appear not in Mr. Drake's plate, 
^re intituled to fbme notice on this oceafion* 'Tis true, I for- 
merly delivered my ientiments on both theie curious coins ia 
the Series of Differ tat ions on fome elegant and very vahutbU Angh-' 
Saxon Remains {^), and they were not difaf^roved, in regard to» 
one of them at Jeaft, by a very able a|id competent judge io: 

( I } Drake, Eborac p. 80. (;^} Ssldsn, in Spieilegf ad Eadiher. 

(3) See next paragraph. 

44) S«e the Letters ibeie, Np» i and 5, and N01 2^ 

I Z thefe 
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thele inaUers^ fhe' reverend and learned Mr. Clarke, of Buxtei 
(!i ) ; bat this need not prevent me from repeating the fubftance 
of what was then advance^* iince it is fo a propos to the fubjed: 
in hand. It was then decided^ upon the matured confidera- 
tion» that the firft of thefe coins, which is of gold, a very 
celebrated piece, and ef which there is a type in the above 
Series nf Dijfertatiom^ as wdl as in Numtfin. Comitis Pembrocb. 
Part IV. Tab. 2. (2), belonged to Vign»und, the 12th arch* 
bifhop of York, who fat from the year 831 to A.D. 854. 
There is not the leaft doubt but the obverfe exhibits the effigies 
iof an archbifhops the figure with a cap embroidered on the 
fillet, and ihe robes, fo perfectly rrfcmbling thofe of the pri- 
0iates of Canterbury, ae difplayed hetc in our plate. I read it 
^accordingly viEMVND artep. (3). The coin, youobferve, was 
niinted long before king Athelftan's regulation, and confe« 
quently when the primates of York might enjoy the power of 
coining in as ample a manner as the primates of Canterbury 
did^ and of which they were at length deprived by this ordi- 
nance of king Athelflan. So that the piece is not only per- 
confident with what we have delivered above concerning the 
rife and progrefs of the prelatical practices, in re(ped: of their 
mints, but alfo greatly confirms it. The other, which is a 
iilver coin of Mr. John White's, belongs, as I conje^red, to 
Wulfton, archbifhop of York and bifhop of Worccfter, who 
acceded jto both fees^ A. 1002, and died A. 1023. The type, 
which may jhe feen in the Series (^ DijfertationSy is evidently in 
the manner of king Ethelred II. who died A. 1016; and 'tis 
pbfervable^ that being ilruck long after the promulgation of king 
Athelflan's law, it exhibits not the buft or portrait of thi« 
pluralift, but only the two faint« of his churches, St. Peter and 
$t« Mary, to ihew it to be a prelatical, and not a regal coin^ 
though minted for the king, and according to his regulation^ 
The prelate's name, indeed, occurs on the obverie, which is 
uncommon^ after the time of our ordinance, but that i€ becaufe 
the figures of the faints having neither names nor emblems to 
denote who they were, the authority of the coin would have 

(i) Mr. Clarke*« Connex* of Ron. Sax. and Engl. Coint, p. 380* et alibi. 

(2) As alfo in Mr. Wife. 

(3) For this abbreyiation, fee Ceolnoth't coins, No. z« 

been 



beth loft^ had the pre^te's name been abfent, at too. great an 
tincertaroty. Thi$ coii^ is exceedingly fele£t and curious, as 
liioft of Mr. White's coins are. - 

I proceed now pn the tafe of St. Edmundfbury, which will 
be difpatched in fewer words. We have four coins in Sir A. 
,Fountaine*s Vlth plate froni this place, but it could not be 
noticed as a place of coinage in king Athelflan's regulation, 
iince it w^s then but aa incoafiderable, though an ancient 
village ; the xnonafterj there^ and the town^ which depended 
upon the monaftery,. not arriving a( any great degree of opu- 
lence till the reign of king Cnutt or A. D. 1020 (i). And in 
fa£t, thefe coins all carry a modern appearance, * fo as to be 
thought^ and with reafon, to have been minted after that date* 
They (hew neither the abbot's name, nor his effigies^ and were 
coined, confequently for the king, and by his authority aloncu 
What is more decifive^ the abbpt of St. Edmundfbury had not 
the privilege of working a[ mint till the Confeflbr's reign, who 
4:onceJ}it etiam (U&o Edmundo monetarium Jive cuneum ir^ra Bury 
{z). And whc;reas Mr. Thwaitesi, . and I may add Mr. Tho- 
refby (3),. incline to think ^the laft of; thefe coins to be aft 
4imulet f athei: than a coin, on account of the infcription lOMA 
Monetarius ME FECIT, I differ frpm them entirelyt fince it 
was both coined by a mint-ma(ter, and has as much the 
•manner and caft of a coin as any one of the St. Edmundfburj^ 
pennies. Neither do I think the infinuation of Sir A. Foun-» 
taine, concerning thefe four coins from St. Edmundfbury^ one 
Jot mqre |>lai^fole \ he opines they were coined by the diredioft 
of fome of our kings, qui erat ejufdem five nominis five profapia^ 
whereas they were probably minted in the ConfefTor's reign, 
who did 9ot defcend from St. Edmund, and according to the 
^ere fancy of the abbot or his workman (4). Sir Andrew 
again, as. like wife Mr. Walker, fviQ)e£ts the 57 th of Eadweard 
.may reprefent the Great Church at St. Edmundfbury (5), but 

(i) Bifliop Taiuier^s Hotitta, p. $64. Atchd. ^attely, Antiq. S. Edmun^i 
Burgi, p. 32; 

(2) Spelm.Glofll V. Cuneus. VideomniDO J. Battely Antiq. S.Edin.Burgt,p«46> 

(3) Thorciby, inCamd. Tab. IV. 

{4) Mr. Wife, I obferve, U of the fame opinion \ Nunmii BodK p. iyi\ . 
(5) Tbh piece will b« Vnentioned again below. 

as 
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a* the ^iecfc Belongs td Edwatti fhe £lder» tlic gr*tt ciiurch of 
the abbey was net then ere^bd j bul to do Sir Andrew jufticej 
he lays no flrcfs on this conjeflufe. . 

We hare alt^ady attempted to explain and appropriate feve- 
Tial -of Sir A. Fountaine*^ JNtmi/mata thctrtih ^nd 1 hope witb 
fuccefs 5 and here it i$ propdled to try our fortune on another^ 
imagining No. 2. of thofe pieces may poffibly prove to be a coin 
from this abbey. 8C EADi with 7P in t&e center.. Revcrfe^ 
ciRYl NO, with a crofs in^ the field. It was Mr. 1rhorclby*& 
coin, who, in his Mufeum (i), talks of a Saint Eada Aat had 
been a general, but was lairitcd f&r preferring a monaftery before- 
a throne. * The central W/ he fays, * denotes^ the piece coined 

* by king JElFred in honour of St..Eadaf rcverfc^ CJRYE MOncta, 

* or cyywc yccatv cburcb^moneyz Sea the 54th Canon: of K. Edgar,. 
^ and S[pdmah's Councils^* But furely, to be a$ brief as I can,, 
thelaft fti'oke iii EADI, muft be part of M, and the SaintV 
name confequently Eadmund^ Tbe 3C in the field fignifiesi 
Anglian, or Anglorum Rex, ^as ttfual on the St. Edmundfbunr 
coins; and indeed we knew ^^f no connection king Alfred had 
'with* this l^aid, ^or his patron fittnt was St. Cethbert {%"]. The- 
r^erfb gives us the mintec^ namei the fame, I prefume, as. 
Eirk in the Sinton Chronicle,. 'and elfeWhere (3). And it is- 
ridiculous to talk oi ckurcb^mone^^ whidh, no doubt, was always* 
paid in the current coin of the country^ -and not in money 
coined for that particular purpofe : This Mr. Thorcfby muft 
admit upon his own principles delivered in regard of the Peter-^ 
Pchce (4) ; and fee What is faid on the fubje£t of tribute-money 
dn the effay on the Coins 6f Cunobelin (5). 

' Now I am in a mood of hariolation, what if that blundered 
coin given to Sycfred> in Sir A. Fountaine's IXth Table, and 
engraved in Camdl Tab. I. fliould ^rove a penny emitted by^ 
'this abbot? It certainly has mudh c^ the sir and fafiiionof the 
St. Edmuhdfbury (petiei and whereas our Tabulitls arcapoz^led 
to find out the owner, one crying, * Attinct ad Sycfredum feu: 

* Sigebertumt king of Weflex,, the fucceffor of Cuihred (6), as^ 

« 

f 1) Thorefty, Mvfeum, p. 342. (2). Sir A- Fountainc, ^. 169.. 

(3) St, Cyriac is called St. Syriac. Tartlier, Ndtitia, ?• 70. 

tf) Th<jr«(by, Muf. p. 340. (5) Efliy on Coiiis of Cunobelin, p. 24. fcq.. 

44} Sir A. Founuine. ' 

if 
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if thefe were both names of the fame perfoiij, ^vhich does QGft 
appear frc^ tl>e Saxon Chronicles, where h|e .is invariably called 
Sigebert ;• and anb(}ier efleenpjng him a Jking of the Eaft Saxons, 
Daiaed al£> Suu^fred, ar)d denommfl;^d Sigfrid the Good (i), 
iwhp yet is called Sigebert by William ot MalmeAury (2). 
Whereas, I f^,. the, Tabulifts vary inr this manner, and arc 
at a lofs for. the proprietor^ I incline to be of opinion, that 
the piece camo from St. Edmundibury. The inicription, 
+ coYCFRDHn^ feems to be intended SCI EADMVI, it being 
evident, from the reverfe, that the mi(iter was a mofl wretched 
bungler. , • , 

We are now arrived at the city of Lincoln, which, without 
all diipute, is a very artCient place ^nd a:Roman colony. Dr. 
Gale rejoice^, in his Commei^tdiy. on .the i^//s^/*tfry, ^at the 
anonymous geographer of Rnyfffna happened fp to defcribe it : 
« Anpnymus l^avennas ^abet exprefs^ Lindum Colania» hoc uno 
< vocabulo adJQ<fto, quantum lucis affudi^. ille hiftori® antique i 
/ Magnas proft^b gratias ei debemus qi^ tandem Subfcripti- 
* onem Concilii ^^r^/afenfi^ int^lligaoius AdelpbiUf Bpif^p^ 4e 
/ Civitate Co/oma li^ndi, h^ud dijbie pro C^m J^iOifl^. jioc 
^ ipfum fieda pcen^.yidit cumihanc urbem Lindir-coUin^ nomi- 
/ narct (3).' Richard of Cirencefter, publi^^d by Mr, Chitrt^s 
Bertram, of Copenhagen, A. 1757, has fince fully ^onfirmfid 
this, as both in his map, and alfo p. a6».36, And 37, of his 
book, he calls it ^ Colon/; and it accords well wi^ b«(QbQp 
Stillingfieet's idea of one ISritiih biihop's attending the Counoii 
of jirles, from each province of the ifland (4) 1 for ai ^mx>ln 
was in the Flavian province, Adelphius probably came from 
thence. This now affords us a plain etymology of the name 
of this city, which in later ages, by having the final N 
frequently dropped, was greatly obfirured, as In the coin I am 
going to produce : Sa we have LilXHiEN^ in the thonunoiental 
infcription of William Deincoart (5), who died in the reign pf 
William Rufos^ And this gentle noun is commonly fpun4 la 

(i) Walkef in Camden. {2) GuI. MalmeA>, p. 3|» 

(3) Gale ad Antonin. Itin. p, ^6. 
<4) StjOing^eet, Antiq. of J^t. Cbufch^, p. 74. ftf* 
(5} Hearne^ Piief* ad Thorn* Sprott» 

the 
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the (anxe form In the monkifli hifforiians (i). Hence aTib Hur- 
tdlla and Lincol, in the Saxon Chronicle (2), and Lincolefire 
in Henry of Huntingdon (3)., The Normans, itf their cor^ 
ruption of the name inta iV/r^^/* (4), omitted* likewife tHe final 
N; but the 7th coin of king Cnut (5), and the loth of 
Harold (6), have it rightly Lincoln. In- the* Saxon* ages, of 
which 'we are here fpeakihgi Lincoln was deemed a Crfy, and. 
is ftill ftiled fo on our penny, engraved in the Pembrochian' 
Tables (7); The piece undoubtedly came from fome mint at 
Lincoln, and probably from' an eccleiiaftical one, as Mh Wife 
alfo thinks (8), who has alfo engraved it in< his 17th plate; 
The coin is extremely curious, but attended* with fome diffi- 
culty, from-v^hich, however, we (hall endeavour to extricate* 
curielvcs ior the bteft'ihafhner we cam The obverfe hisis a fword; 
acrofs the area> like thofe on^ the SanSff^Pi^tri moneta, with this 
infcription, sci marte The reverfe'has a deyiceof a very finguW- 
Ikr nature^ viz. one cn3rs within another, in this form, 
and the infcription is, LINCOLIA (9) CIVT. If 
llie city of Lincoln was hbt'lit this time fo large a 
place as at prefent> there* isf room for us, neverthelcfs,^ 
to include itmfidtr' thofe general' concluding words of Ather- 
ftan's regulation, alias in aliis CaftelHs unus\ for we know that 
money was coined before the Norman Conqueit at a great: 
number of places^ not mentioned ih^ that regulation, ' Notting-^ 
haim^io)^ Derby, -&c. The tranflMion of the fee afier the 
Conqileft,' from Dortibefter to Lincoln^ ihew^ plainly that this^ 
latter ^lace was then of good eftimatibn; for by the fynodical« 
conflitbtion> in virtue of which, that removal was made, the: 

' (i) Hen. Hunt p. 38c4. Contin, Flor^Vig. p..66oi« 

(2) Chron. Sax. p. 28. and 241. 
; (3) Htn. Hunt. f. 2^^ hat dfewh&F^j Lifuoltt/lre. 

t (4.> Camden,. Brit. Col; 563^ JP64, N. wd L being letters of the faine organs 
are cafily counterchanged^ SeeKubniua ad ^Ijan, V. H. xiu 421. and Menage. 
Origines de la Langue Franc, p. xxi. Edit. 1650. 

(5) Sir A. Fount. Tab. IV. (6) Ibid.'Tib. VIIL 

(7) Numifm. Pembroch. Fart.IV. Tab. 2. there was formerly anoth^ in th«^ 
Cotton Library» andnow^ I prefume in the Brit. Mufeum; 

(8) Wife, Numni* Bodl. p. 230. (9) So Hen. Hunt p^ 299. 

(ic) There were two mints. here aC the time of mdkin^Domtfizj Siuvef&. 
Thoroton^, 2-4M- 
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tecs wfcrc to ht transferrciP from Icffcr places to greater to'fmt. 
and cities; and John Brampton teftifies, that (^incoln wat 
Qivitas Clarjfima (i) in the Conqueror's reigii, as Oiraldu$ 
Cambrenfi$ terms it> Urbs praclara (2) ; fee alfo Camden^ 
CoL 564. But ftill I do not talcethis to h^ve been the cafe, 
i. e/ that it was included in thofe general words of Athelftan's 
ordinance, being rather inclined to believe, that at the time of 
king Athelftan's regulation, Lindfey, of which Lincoln was 
the fouthern boundary inclufively, was a part of the vaft king- 
dom of Northumberland, and confequently was in fubjedion 
to the Danes, and if fo, king Athelftan's ordinance could not 
extend to it, nor include it. What makes the greatefl diffi- 
culty in reipedl of the coin in queftion, is, 6rft, diat an eccle- 
fiaftical coin fhould be ftruck at Lincoln before the Norman 
Conqueft, as this unqueflionably was; when the fee was at 
Porchefter, and not there 5 and, 2dly, to account for the name 
of the. ^int, St. Martin. We muft try to clear thefe points, 
and fhall attempt them both together. Lindfey, I am of 
opinion, was at this time, which was not long before the 
conqujsft, part of the fee of York ; for Simeon of Durham tella 
us, that after the Conqueft, when Remigius, who had erededl 
the new cathedral at Lincoln, wanted to confecrate it, Thomas, 
archbiihop of York, oppofed him, alleging it was in his diocefe, 
^ Affirmans earn in fua pairochia (3) efle conftruAam (4),' and 
even lodging an appeal (5). And fo Brompton writes, that on 
<K:cafion of Remigius*s building his church there, ^ Provinciam 
* tamen hyndefeye Archiepifcopus Eboracenfis ex antiqua tempo^ 
^ rum ferie vcndicabat (6)** Whether his claim was well 
founded mny be doubted, becaufe the author informs us, 
^ Kemigius vero Petitionem ejus five Calumpniam {7) minime 
'timens, opu3 inceptum non fegniter peregit (8)/ And, if 

i) Brompton inter x Script. Coh 983, 

'2) 6ir«klusCanibr. in Wharton's Angl. Sacr. II. p. 411. 

(3) Parschia here means Dioce/i, 

(4} Simeon Dunelm. inter x Script. Col. 217. See alio Col. 490* and M^ 
Paris, p. i'6. Girald. Cambr. inWhartoni Angl. Sacr. XL p. 4111 415. 417. 

|5) M.Paris, p. i6. 

,6) Bronyton, inter x Script Col. 983. alfo M. Paris, p« 12. Br. Willis, II. 
p. 45. (7) Calumpnra, here means CUnnu 

(8) Brompton & M. Paris, 11. €c« 
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jnwr.caiv credit the declaration of I%pe Nicholas^ m refpet3^oF 
it#it was an unjuft invafion of the rights of the fw of Dor— ' 
(hefter (i). This claim^ however, fervee our preTent {^irpofe^^ 
as 4t ihews thabarchhifhop Alfric, before the ConqueH {2)v and 
archbifhop Thomas after it, had^ both been in f^fieffibn of 
Lindfey and Lincoln* And 'tis certain that Robert' Bidet,, 
fucceffor of RemigiuSj was obliged at laft to paya larg^.fnm to^ 
kine William Rufus, for the frnal emancipation of his church,, 
with Liodiey, from the fee of Yoriu Iticonfideration whereof,, 
and for the making of feme recompence t& the Torkifts^ the . 
king made the latter a noble graat of lands^ &;c. in GiGccOtct*- 
ihire (3). AndRufus, on. this acicoa»t, has been fometifnes 
reprefented aa the founder of the church of Lincoln.. - la Dr. . 
EuUer*8 Church Hijioryi. where the arguments ar^a ftated on^ 
both fidesy in refped of the great caujb. concerning the primacy, 
of York < and Canterbury^ agitated Soon after the cooqueil, the 
Yorkifts aflert that ^^e See of Lincoln had been injuriouflyfakenf^ 
from the province o£ York (4).. But) this was^ pleaded^ veryr 
gfoundlefly, iinoe we don't find thafe.the primates of York everr 
claimed more than Lind&y : ^ This kimoft' evident from; th& 
WQtda of GSraldus GambrenjQs, who. tsftifies f hat Remig^iis only> 
recovered Xiindfey from the proviace^of Ydrk t^ that of Gan*-^ 
terbury: The words are, / Lindeieiam totam-ab Hombro ma«- 
^^ino uique Wiibimam flnvium jqui Lincolniam permet et pene-* 
' trat ppr tanta^ terratum ' fp^tia (5)/. Aisi to St Martin's, in^ 
which part of the^tclty. of .Lincoln thia-coin was minted {6), ire 
was probably atthia. time^thd principal church^ of the city, be — 
fore the cathedral was ereSed ; and if fo^. this would be reafon' i 
fufficient for the appearance of this faintV name upon^ the coin.^. 
It is not ^ only at . this time prebendal,: but is though ti as itf 
ftands juft at the. foot of the hill, at thfe upper end of, , and' i 
almofl in a line with^ the high-ftrcet,..or. principal ftrcet, .ta> 
t&ve been; the moft ancient church in thp city^ tbough at pre-- . 

(i) Bf.WilB$, It |>.4l|i: (2) iWd. 1. c. 

(3) Tanner's NotiiiA, p. 1 4J. Dt. I6ctt, Hift. of Eiigl Ch- It p. 74* fcq; * 

(4) FuIJ«rVC*L Hift. Jib^. iiL p. 39* (5) Giraldua Cambrcnfis, I. c. 
(6) Therfi waa anciently.atLincoln a mint or place of coinage: abpve-hiil, and 1 

there are noble remains of it at thiaiday. BtHthts, I^oncdve, had no relalionto*' 
tbe coio ia q^icfiU^iv, aa being pf a much oUec date iban even AtheMbn's fevirr 
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lent 1]^ is fo much altered, contra&ed, and modernized. Tau^ 
linus ^oreticne^ A. 628, built a church of ftone at Lincoln* 
'imt this was in a ruinous ftate even in Ven» Bede's Time (i)^ 
-and I think it not improbable^ that St. Martin's might be the 
firft church ercdled afterwards at this place. The queftion 
then is, who flruck this coin there? I anfwer, no.fervant or 
workman of the king's* for it is evidently an ecclefiaftical coin; 
up bi£hop of Lincoln, for the cpin was minted before the bifliopf 
of that fucceflion w-ere ip poiTefiion of the mint, or the fee 
Texnoyed from Dorchefter to Lincoln, It remains then, that 
ihearchbifliop of York, then fitting, was the perfim (z), and 
indeed no other fuppofition but this will account for the fword 
upon this penny, (a device fo peculiar to the primates of York) 
and the fimjlarity of tjbe^<:<>i9,.upon th^t fcore, with the &w^ 
Jf^e/rimnfta, a Species ^ ci^rrency undotibtedly iffited by ihofi 
primates, and who, as we have fliewn at large, were at this 
time> oiafters, qr diocefans^ in refpeft of .the ci^ of Lincoln^ 
or claimed at lead, to |>e f^^h. HQ>¥A4er,:it; i& natural to thinks 
tliat, upon the al^rc^tioniaboy/e^^tipAed^ the arebbifhop't 
mint wq^aid imiji^d/l^tely ceaie. at t^is' place* 

Before I depart . fropi (hi^ city, it is neceflary fbr m^ to 
remark^ that Mr. Thwaltes^ by an uoaccountable and unpar^ 
donable miftake, has aforib^d a coin of St. Edmundfbttry, in 
Sir Andrcw.Fountaiiie s Vlth Table^ to it. The kifcription xm 
the reverie is, ^r ODO monslRLIx: +, and tkta Icgoid, *tis<truet 
Is qf difficult interpretatiop ^ but as the obvetfe has fo plainlf 
+^6p kxDMVND R£» there is. no pretence for giving away from 
S. Edmundfbury to any other place; however, not to Lincoln^ 
as Mr, Thwaites does, fince one cannot difoover any thing like 
the name of this city upon it. 

Our iifth pbforvation on Athelftan's ordinance (hall be an 
enquiry into the rank, the ftate and condition of the monefarii 
there mentioned. A difquifition the more neceffary, as gen* 
tlemen feem to have incurred a lon^ ftring of suftakes upon 
thi8.head. 

(i) Bedt, n, c. 16. 
. (2) Probably Alrk Patt0c> in the Co^(fetVrMgn« )3i^ VVillb. II. p 45^ He 
renewed the claim of the Yorkifts, and might ftrike mone/ here in confirmation 
of it, but this 18 only GoajeAure« 
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The names of thefe mafters, as being per{bns rcfponfiHe for 
likcit rcfpeftive performances (r), are generally :exprcfredoir: 
the Saxon fpecie ; fometimes alone, as^ univerfally on tHc ^/c^rj 
ai?d fometimes along with the place of coinage. The Jiica, T 
fey, univerfaUy give us the name of the mint-maftcr alone, for 
whereas an Ethelred of Mr. Thorcfby's has the teverfe reprc- 
fcnted thus, ^ BERHTVE (Berhtulf, LandF being- conjoined 

♦ in the Taflr charadter) NIJEL, which* Mr. THwaites readff 
•^DVNEL (2).' This is a- mere ntiftake, for it ought to be 
iscad VENDELBERHT, thefe tranfpofitions being very frc-- 
qnent on the Saxon fpecie; and the coin next defcribed^ which 
Mr. Thorelby . teftifies to be very little different, having^ the 
legend VENDL. . > 

* The proper term f?* thefe wttrKmetr was ihyftetepe (^y, in 
Latin Monetarius$ but thi^ being a long word; an abb reviation- 
of it commonly occttrs on the coins, M. MO. fvio, MONfi. 
MONE. MONET, and MONETA, all' which are intended, 
for Monturius^ (4), aft \^ ctea^ ff^om Hence, that; in Camdeii^ 
i 21- wc'havciMONETAI; which^muft-Belhtefprctcd Jk&;i^- 
tortus^ the I at the endbekig intended fbr the upright' ilroke 
of R| and^ in^ Camden^ IV. 2\ it is ftill more at^ large,. 
MINETRIV, or, as Mr. Wife reprefents it* MINETRIL (5)V, 
hie alfo explains MONBRLIA on the S; Bdmundfbury penny^^, 
which I io lately mentioned, to the feme fenfe; In one of the 
coins of S. £dmuhdA>ury, Camden, I; 23;; tiie office of th4 
ibinter is exprefied in- other terms> but to -the feme effecf; 
lOMA. M. ME FECIT, and Mn Wife adduces a form of 
like import, BVRDEN. MEC FEGIT, from a coin of king 
Edward,. in Nic. Kedcr (6). All (hewing, that when gentle- 
men explain the above abbreviations, and particularly the laf^j 
hy Moneta^ as I obferve they perpetually do {7), . they iQid6 ihta 1 

Q) Mon.eta»um itque.nomen fuunihaud oftentatioots eim^ ied 14 pigotn fickt 
Ijtatis fuae, .numinis appofuifTo reor ; .nee id fponte, fed coactuiQ fecifTe, fcilicet ut 
fi reus fieret pcena ple£leretur. Wife, 6at, Numm. Bodl. p. 230. 

(2) Thore{by» Muf. p. 341. (3) Thwaites, p. 4^ Chron. S«x» p. 22S/ 

(4} Du Frefne in. Gloflf* Tom. IV. \U>\. loiz. M.jLeSlaac, p. 57, 

(5) Wife, Numm. BodI.4>. 230, 

(bj Ibidem. See alfc whatiis faid on this fubjo^on the 3d coin of Atchbifliof^ . 
K^egmund>, .»■.-' 

(l) ThoK%) Muf. No. 42» 5I..57. 71* 345^ ct alibi paQm. 
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ifonfenfe and abiurdity; aftd fo at other times, when they fay,> 
Moneta ^el Monetariur^ as Sir Andrew Fountaine frequently 
does, one cannot approve of the doubt or ambiguity. In the 
cafe of the SanBi PietH moneta, that of S. Edmundfbury> and 
of S. Martin'j at Llhdoln, Moneta indeed feeras to be the word 
intended, and* not Monetartus ; and the fame may be underftood 
in Wulfred-s money (i); but in all. other inftances, the latter 
mud necefTarily be denoted. 

In coins that exhibit the place of coinage, the vvordLMone" 
tariuf% or its abbreviation^ is often omitted j for, indead of 
DORR MO. ON EOFERPIC^ as on the coins referred to in the mar- 
gin (2), you *fl>all only Have DORR. ON. eofekpic (3); 

Authors of the firft rank have been apt to take the names of 
thefe fuperttttendents> or. chief workmen at the feveral mints, 
to be the names of faints, biOiops, abbots, kings, earls, and 
other great perfens ; of places or offices, and I know not whats 
by which means they have run into almoft an infinity of errors^ 
imagining;, amongft' other things, that the parties coined money 
for themfelve^^ and int their- ownr right, . than which nothing . 
could be lefft confohant' to 'truth'. 

• To bdgin with the (aints ; MhThwaites interprets Cudberht, . 
the minteir's name on the firft corn of king\£lfred in Sir A. 
Fountainc^s Tables, of St; Cuthbcrt; for he writes upon it/ 
Nummus percujfis Dmelmi, in Eccle/la ijlius recejfibusy as if there 
were no 'OtKer j)er(fens of the name of Cuthbert, biit the Dur- 
ham- faint 1 whefeaJs ic is well known^ to^ be a common appella-* 
4ioni\both»in*tfe6 nwth and fouth (4). F have no obj eft ion to 
a coiii*€ being" minted in the cathedi'al of Dbriiam, as this 
pehhy of miffed the Great was ftricken before Athelftan's time, . 
%M, there \& no reafon for thinking that this was, fince Cud-^ 
berhtas only the name of the mint^mafter, who could have no 
oonneftion with the city- of Durham, as kingiEtfred, his fove-- 
fcjgn, had- no power or influence there whatfoeven 
. Hither \ may refer the 19th of Edmund, TCLEFZm M«, 
i; c»- Alsfi^ig^ monetartus, where Mr. Thwaites moft prepoftep- 

oufly.firft fixids the name Alef, and then comet^tures, ^ forte 

■• * ■ _ 

( 1 ) See the Commentary in Wulfred. 

(2) Thorefby, Muf. p. 345. No. 84. aMb, f» 34'}. No. 58. and 344. No. 7 r. 

(3) Ibidem, p. 3481 (4) Chron. Sax. p. 55. 6u 

* legendum. 
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* legendum, + sinNom, hoc eft Cruets Stgttum*] pn accourft i$ 
the crofles which appear on that piece." But ,thefe croflMarB 
perpetually feen on reverfes of this forqi,,,. . 

I dcfcend to biftiopSi Mr. Thwaitcs^ould read vtFsTEi,, 
on the 4th coin of Edward, Qfketel, to jntkc hira the i7tk 
archbifhop of York, which is impoffiblc, -as Edward the &>n- 
feiTor, whofe coin this undoubtedly is, did not afcenci the thron? 
till A. 10^2, and Oiltitel died A. 971., He. acknowledges, 
however, the name «<?y ^f Ulfketel j,l«t it'be what it will, it 
wae only the fignature of one of the king's coiners. . , 

In the imperfeft infcription on 39tb of Edward, the fanu 
gentleman fancied he faw the title of Abbot,- ' ^efcib in zA. 

* Abbatem aliquem referatur, fiquidem ABOT Jegatiir.' It 
would be in vain to attempt to decy;phcr' this le^epd, it is & 
mutilated, but we may dejiend i^on it, the ^^iir letters are a 
portion of the mtntrmafter's n^qie, and ha\te Qoxoneentsvith 
,rfic office of an abbot. , . ■ (( 

^s to lay perfons, and in the. firft place, kjjigfij tho.6di of 
<;uthrcd has Sigtberhi in. the revcrfej ■and 'Sir. A- Fouhtaine 
, Comments upon it.: * Satrapas tjjI inonetariufi yel i^rfan Sr^ffr 
' bertus Sufcejfar ,Cuthred*y m regno \occidfii2f^ium 'Sn^rizimj 

* nummum enim hunc pertinere credo ad Cuthf^4uin regein 

* occidunc. Sax. et (ucccSbremMtjbeJbeariii feu ^tUcImeardi.' 
^'Moft wonderful) Surc^ I need add noinore (i). 

A .coin cf Athelftan's, .recited ahpve, ha« iv^QNAy:t ^otf. 
.which. Mr. Thorefty int^fprets wrong, in thp^fii;^ pJftW U(gfi- 
;naldi aonttOt adA then proceeds, *, This <Hegnald . liir, Re£iaalfl 
•* (I being included in the J^) was hiippfelf alio ftiled'king^kgnd 
'* won ;t(ie .city of York, but was defeated A. 944" (2) jn bjut 
-few <w.ill believe he was any other than a commcHi mifl(^« apA 
^probably an officer of the, archbiflibp's (3). .;:':; 

1 go next to the earls and grandees. , , . ; , :• :- : , 

The third of jEihelrcd in Sir Andrew, has, 4 STEORnBg, 
M- OEOFR, which in Mr, Thwaitcs reads very abfurdly, 6T£PRC. E. 
Jlegis MOnetarius; and then adds, ' Nefcio an E fejungendum 

(■-} However, I fliall note here, that the piece dethonflrably belongs to'CtitKfea 
.king of Kent, and not Cuthred of Weffcx. . . , ,, , , 

(2) Thorefty, Muf. p. 345. and again in No. 85. there. . ' 

(3) See above, p. 51. " 
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^iit, tit notet Eo^l' In lite manner he Interprets the 6th of 
that prince, which gives us, as plainly as one oaii dcfireV 
+ ALFPINE o LVNO. thus, ALFPIN. Eorl".. o [on] LVNDon : And 
thps the 19th of Burgred, WINE MONETA, he divides, 
WIN. •£. MONETA, and would have E to mean £0^1. as if 
it was intended to fay, the earVs money ^ when nobody ever 
Heard of fnch an earl, and the name is plainly WINE, a com* 
mon Saxon appellation (1). Let thefe fpecimens Aiffice in 
fefpedt of Mf . Thwaites, though be has many more of the 
fame ftamp (2). 

Sir Andrew Fountaihe thinks Cudberht, on -ffilfred'is penny 
ahovementioned, . to be a nobleman or minter. Eal rued and 
Boba, on the coins of OfFa, he alfo takes to be magnates. Th^ 
charge agarnfl this author is further fupported in the numeroua 
fcfetcnce? accutnulated kt the bottom of the page (3). Wliere-. 
fore I (haflFdnly remark here,, that Sir Andrew, in the Differt. 
Epijloldris 10 xhtezvl oi Vtnihvo\iCi thought he made his lord- 
fhip a cdmptiifjenf by calling, thefe minttrs viri iffufires, and 
that hC' found the name of Herbert aqiongfl them, an argu- 
ment; ai lite tkfceff iti that his family flourifiied 90Q years ago. 
Kay he /holds?* it pirbbable, thatf Hereberht, on a penny of 
Ceolulf; ^w^s^ the fame perfon with the earl. of that name that 
tvas itain^ By the Danes, A>, 938;- and accordingly pronounces 
hiniy.p. 174^ without hefitation, unus e magnatibus. 
* Mr. Walker eftcem^ Wlffed> on the 2d of JElfred*s coins, to! 
be the hame of iomc nobleman ; • as likewife Eelhfard, on a coii> 
of Bcormirici,to be another great man; Ea'duini on the penny 
6f'UzntcA, to be unus e magnatibus vel/offan m$netarius; and 
Viberehtus on a coin of Egbert,, to be nomen vel fatrapa vel 
monetariis ; and Eoba, on the 1 3 tH of Offa, to be unus e pr^ 

■ (1) 'Qiron. StfXiT p* 37. 39f*^ 

(g^) A^ p. 6, N9. 15*: ai9d pk 7, Ko. 13^:^ 5 of Edgar. Alio p. 8. No. ro« 13. ^4/ 
T<> p. 10. No. 6. 17. 8. p. 1 1. No. 13. Mr. Thoremy generally concurs with htm ' 
ifi his jnterpretatlojis. 

(3) Sir A.Fountaine, p. 169. See him again on i2thof Athel(lan,3dofiCtheI*' 
wcard, ift of Anlaf,.and Audulfius, ift of fierhtulf, ad. 6th and 8th of Coenuulf^* 
j6 & 20ch of Edgaf, 8 and iSth.pf Eadinand, 56, 57, 58 and 6x of Eadweard, 
ift bfEric, all the coins of Offa except one or two, and the general note oti the 
lOth t^ble. . 

ceribus.' 
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census. This Is fufficient, methinkSj in regard of this g^-* 
ticman (i). 

The 4th of ^ir Andrew Founitaioe's Numi/m* ^ncfrt. which 
was Mr. Thorelby's coin, has ede nod on snotendeham. 
and, what is extraordinary, is the fame on both iide?^ /Mr* 
Thorefty writes upon it, * There is no king's name^ and per- 
^ haps there never was any other nanie defigncd than Ethel- 

* noth% who was a nobleman defervcdly celebrajjed in thcSaxoa 
^ annals for his fervices againft thc.Danes, A.,D.. 894,^ as ap- 

* pears by the learned Dr. Gibfon's curious editiQii of the Cbron^ 

* Sax. p-'94. In which century we find the naipes of Qealnoti 
^ and Plegmund, upon their refpe<Sive monies ; and perhaps this 

* noble E^bo|iman, .(as lie is there ftiled) might have the like 
•• privilege granted him asthofe archbifhops^ byxoyal authority. 
^ I am me rather induced to offer this coi^e&xce, becaufe it is 
^ one of the minted coins of thofe ages, and therefore lefs bkely 

* to be done incuria monetarii? But now the ftile and manner 
of the coin do not at all agree with that age ; the former is 
that of the mint-mafler's of more recent times; and I make 
ho<loubt but by fome miflake these are two revecfes^ inilead 
of an dbverfe and reyerfe (2} ; and moreover^ that il; is a rc;gal 
coin, and not fabricated .by any ealderman or earl, though it 
cannot be known with any certainty, as matters ftand at pre- 
sent, to what king it belongs. Some future difcovery of a 
a piece wrought by the fame mafter may determine tfa» owner, 
and v^^henever Chat happens,' I am of .Qpinion he will prove 
fome prince about rthe time vof Ethelred IL 

Mr. Thorefby, in one inftance, conceives the minter to have 
been a great officer of ftate ; or employed at leaft about the 
king's perfon or houfehold j for whereas we haxre on the reverie 
qf acbin of Edward the Confeffor, which, by the way,, he falfly 
beflows on Edward the Elder, HV8EARL. CH4. I^IEB, he con>« 

,menis upoc it, ^ hAjxzvX* faniuius dome^cus^ a term ^dotji given 

t -..•■• 

(i) However, fee his Annot. m CamcL L 7, 8, 9. ij. 27* 18. G. 9. 12* 23, 
24. III. 35. and IV. 29. 

(2) The cafe here ts difFerentfrooiNo. 5* of 6ir h» Fountaiiie*t Numifm. tnciru 
for though the oiafter's name occurs there on both fides, the tjrpe oo tnc cbftxk 
varies from that of the rcvetfe, 

•to 
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* to any but the king's own fervants/ faith Somncr (i). And 
yet Hufcarl can be dcenied no other than the proper name of 
the mint-mafter. 

So as to Thorr, one of whofe performances is cited above (2\. 
Be obfervcs, * This Thorr was probably the very fame perfon 

* who is frequently mentioned in Domefday Booh as having had 
♦a vaft eftate in thefe northern parts of England; but being 
' difpoffefs'd thereof by the Conqueror, the moft of it lay waftc 

* at the time of that memorable furvey/ Here is no rank or 
quality pretended, but only an intimation given of a great 
cflatc. But I defire rt may be confideredj that thefe mint- 
mtafters, of which there were fix and feven and eight in a city^ 
could never be people oi any great account, but only principal 
workmen at tlie king's and prelates mints. Had they been of 
fiich rank, as to coin money for themfelves, as the remarks of 
l^eie gentlemen ftem» in feme c&&s, to imply, you would cer- 
tainly nave found their names in another place, viz^ on theob-^^ 
rcrfe*of the rcfpedlive coins; as EDILHELM, who is fupp'o- 
fed' to have been a nobleman of the kingdom of Northumber-- 
land, appears on the obverfe of the Jiica affigned to him, and- 
BRODBfti his workman^ on the reverfe (3)« Whence one 
may conclude in general, that the quality of the minters, in 
Ae Saxoh'timQS^ though the wardenftiip or fupcrintendency of 
th^ mints was doubtlefs a place of profit, and of fbme trud 
and confidence, was only of a fecondary and inferior rate ; and to^ 
thisagrees Mr. Wife, * Monetarii mini videntur inferioris con- 
^ ditionis homines, aliorum artlficum more arte fua viiftum. 
♦'quaerentcs (4).' This is further evident f^tom the narrative: 
'\*^c have of a proceeding of king Henry I. A, 1 125, when he 
infiifted a mofi: fevere punifhment on all the minters of the 
kingdom at Winchefter. The authors, 'who inform us of 
this (5), don't give us the name of any one of them, which, 
certainly they would not have failed to have done, had they 
been peribnages of fuch confequence as earls, or noblemen. I 
think it probable, that the firfi: minters amongft the Saxons 

(i) Thorefby, Mufeum, in Append. Pv59i« (^) P* 7i« 

(3) See above, p. 7. (4) Wife, Numin. Bodl. p. 230. 

(5) Cbron. Sgx. p..228. Hen. Hunt. p. 382. Contin. Flgr. Vig. p. -6604 M; . 
Parb, p. 70. 

L might 
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tarlut. 
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nature of a medal. For the device I fhall refer to the coins of 
archbifhop Wulfred, No. i; Here it will be fufficicnt to 
obferve, that Farnan is no more than the name* of the mint- 
mailer, znd thzt monef a was not intended to exprefs nummusi 
but monetarius ; fo that ii> regard of the fuggeftion, that the 
penny was minted in the church of Fame, before it was de- 
ftroy'd, and of the medallic intention of it, thefe are no more 
than dreams. The 57th of Edward, Mr. Thwaftes alfo thinks, 
may (hew the Icon Afceterii Farnenjis, a moft extravagant and 
groundless conjecture, as indeed too many of this gentleman's 
arc.. The 18th of Edmund has plainly BOINI.YI, and 
lac, he, and leac, are ufual Saxon terminations ; Mr. Thwaites, 
however^ divides and interprets this legend, BDI. Monetarius. 
LYikrerpem. Methinks, I need only give his interpretation, to 
expofe the whim and abfurdity of it. 

Mr. Thorelby finds Tork wolds on the reverfe of a penny of 
Elfred^ king or Northumberland, as he efteems it. And Mr. 
Walker before him interpreted it juft'as incongruoufly, Deiro^ 
rum Sylixa. put hear Mr. Thorelby > * Deirorum Syha^ faith 
**Mr. W. O: through miftake ; for the Saxon H^ fignifies a 

* hilly country void of wood, which ftridlly anfwers the nature 

* of the pUce, which is called Tork-wolds to this day. This 
•piece of the Nortbtanbrian Elfreds was probably coined at 
^' Beverley f which is upon the wolds ^ for the ufe of the Deirt, 

* or T/)rkJhire men (i).* But now if this piece was coined at 

* Beverley f one would expedt to fee Beoferlic upon it, as tha 
name of this town is written in the Saxon Chronicle (2). 
Befides, who ^ver faw D^/r^, the name of the Northumbrian ^ 
kingdom, written Diar; as in this compound Diarvald ? Is not 
Dtar here the fame as in Diarulf, which is admitted to be the 
proper name of a perfon (3)?"Tis ridiculous again to fay^ 
Money Jor the Deirans, when tht king ftiles hlmfelf on the 
obverfe, according to Mr* Thorefby, Rex Northanhymbrorum y . 
and as to his notion of ^Ib 'tis all fuppofition, fince it may fland 
for peaib, a woody country, as well as for Jwib, an hilly one;* 
but as Itake it, it means neither the one nor the other, .but: 
when it enters the compofition of the Saxon names of men> > 

(i) Thorcfty, Mafcum, p. 340. (2) Chron. Sax. p. 5a. 

(3) Tiiorelby, Muf. in Append, p. 591. 
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imports power or dominion (i). Thus MO in this- penny if 
to be mterpreted monetarius, and not moneta^ and Diarvald is 
the name of this minter. But what is inore^ and mod dcci- 
five in this matter, the piece is moft demonftrably a penny of 
king -/Elfred the Great, and confequcntly can have nothing t^ 
do with the kingdom of Northumberland. 

Mr. Thorefby alfo difcovcred the town ot Leeds on zjiicax^ 
Ethelred, for the rcverfe being LEOFDES M, he writes upoH 
it thus, * Suppofing the F redundant or defigned for E, want- 

* ing only the lineola at the bottom, (an cafy error in the bung* 
f ling minters of thofc ages) and it makes LEODES^ Leeds 
'• was, without controversy, a place much more eminent during 

* the heptarchy, than many places that occur upon their 

* monies : witnefs Bede^ the venerable hiftorian, who lived in 

* this very century, and writes it likewife with an Q {z)* 
.This piece is a ftica^ and the aames of places foldom or never 
occur on coins of that denomination ; Leaf is a common fylla^ 
t)le in compound Saxon names ; and Leeds is written Loidis^ 
both in Bede's Original, and in king Alfred's Saxon Verilon* 
I am the (horter on this pi^ce, becaufe fome Remaiks have 
.aforetime been made upon it in the Series of Dijfertations^ p« 2?^ 
One fees, methinks^ in part, from thefe inftances^ what it was 
that induced our connoiiTeurs to fluctuate £» much in their 
interpretation of M, MO, &c. as noted above i fince taking 
the mafter's names for the names of places in certain pieces, 
they could not avoid explaining the abbreviations by maneta 
Inftead of numetariusy as this would not afford them in thofe 
{Cafes anv congruous fenfe. 

Mr* Walker efteems a penny, which he falfly confers on 
Edward the ConfefTor, to come from St. Edmundibury, becaufe 
the name of Edmund appears on the reverfe (3). But this is a 
,coin of Edward the Elder, and confequcntly was made long 
;before the houfe at St. Edmundibury was in fuch a flouriihing 
^ate, as to be privileged with a mint (4), and therefore Edmund 
^ere is o;ily tl;ie name of the king's minter« 

(i) Reg, gen. de nom. Tirorum in Cfiroti. Sax. p. 53. Thorelby, Muf. Na 77* 
jSj. 800* 

{2) Thorefby, Muf. p. 341. (3) Walker in Caoiden, IV, 20. 

{4) See the cafe of S« Edmundfbury coins sbove. 
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- I^cmit-ne'herci' in ^ t^ place» to put the quefllon. -whe- 
ther thefe refleitiqns, thcfe jcriticifms oa the performances of 
our J^figUih Antiquaries on -the Anglo-Saxon ipecie, do not 
uiforc^ a nec^ly of re-eograving Sir Andrevr Fountaine's 
Tables with a new and enlarged Commentary, for the purpofe, 
ift, of appropriaiing the coins to their refpeiSivc -owners by 
certain pre-eilabUib'd rules, and upon better grounds, than has 
been hitherto done? A fubjcA on which I could fay much. 
2d]y, of eEplaining them^ more fully and.minutely ? and> 3dly, 
of reiftifying the numerous and almoft perpetual errws of the 
tabnliib and fcboHafts f Certainly they do. And it were mudi 
to be wished that for the honour and improvement of the SaxOn 
-Cabinet, fbme flcilful and painful hand (for it would be a work 
of feme pains and labour) could be pcrfuaded to undertake it> 
It would ccrtunly give oae great pleafpie, if the hints coca- 
tonally dropt in this defcant on AthelAan's Law, Oiould prove 
of any ufe, or a&i4 any gjliftance to a defign» whkh, if exe- 
cuted in a mafter^ mftoner^ could not fail c»f reAedting gieac 
honour upon the undertaker, aod^ ( may add, upon our eoaatty 
in goier^. 

Having thus finiflied the CoowaKntary on this ^tnoa& Ordi- 
nance of king AtlKlftan» (b far a& relates to the prefent fnl:^ed, 
I £hall leave the confideratton of the particulars* concetmng 
the feveral other places of coinage contained in tbeiUft, unto 
thofe who may be difpc^:d to examine and ilSuArate them, and 
proceed in the hUVory. Only it is obviom to remark prctrionfly, 
that no penny of the hifbop of Rochefter'fl has yet been feen ; 
and, what is more eKtreordinary, no£ the leaft notice (^ riris 
prelate's mint, or of his right to a mint, is given, in the vari- 
■ous exemplifications and enumerations of his privileges inierted 
in that great volume, the R^yirum Roffenfe of the late leatncd 
iftnd indttArious Dr. John Thorpe (i). And, what may be 
thought equaliy ftrange, there is no fpeci6catton in the ordi<- 
nance oC any mints allotted to the brfhops of London and 
Winchefter, when at the firft phice there were no Icfs than 
cjght, and at the latter fix, I prrfumc they enjoy'd none before 
the ordin»ice.' 

(i) Titorpe, ItegiAniii) Rofiinft. Lond. 1769. fbl. 

That 
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That part: rf the ordinance, which refpedted the fobjis^^ 
the archbifhop of Canterbury, the abbot of St. Auguftine, &ml 
the bUhop of Rochefter, feems to have continued in force biit 
a ihort time, not quite a century, but to have been repeal^ 
in the reign of king Ethelred the Second, who for fome reafon,- 
now unknown, but with the confent of the ftates, revoked 
the privilege indulged to them by Athelftan's law. The claufc 
of revocation runs thus, * £t nemo efficinam aliquam moneta- 
* riam habeat praeter regen* (l)i' or, ^ Brompton gives it,- 
''Nullus habeat aliquem monetarium nifi Rex (2).' By- this 
aft, the inferior mints were all in ^general refumed into tHe 
bands of the crown ; and 'tis^ certain that king^ Ethelred coined^ 
a great deal of- fpecie. 

I hold it not improbablft, tHat the TOwer-weigh'f, as alfb tboj 
the ftaadard, r^ore. whence, according to. Mr. Somner (3), our- 
Englilh word Sterling is deriv'd, might commence, at this time.. 
The words of the Council of-^nham are, -J* an-mywr aaRji optji 
calle Vtj- Snbc-bmM slcsn pi^: XJt una moneta eat peromnem banc 
regionem prater falJamX^* whichl would render, leitbout any^ 

JalfiJUationt an expreffion applicable both to weight and ftandard. . 
N&. Folkes, indeed, is of opinicuii that the pound tA tbcTower- 
of London was the Wi^ pound of the Saxon moneycrs before the r 
Conqueft (5), and' fo itmight be after Ethelred's reign, fronts 
which <rM» until the Conqueft, the money might be coined at: 
a2i graku and lefsj but anciently the pound fcems to have 
been heavier, for- how otherwife can we account for Ibme 
pennies of. Ceolnoth, .Alfred, Edward the Elder, and Athelftan, . 
weighing 23 and 24 grains (6) ? In £hort« as thi Tower-weight . 
is:a)Iow*d to have taken place before the Norman Gonqueft,. 

! one knows not>where fo properly to place the introduSion of: 
it.as this junfture. I fpcak, you ot^erve, with diffidence^ 

But howfoever this matter may turn out, oOr prelates feerti. 

foon to have recover'd their privilege, their juft rights, founded < 

u^nlongufage and prefcripliOn,^ at may be reafonably- inferred. 

.'.'■' t ' 

(i) Wilkin*, Legg. A— Sboi. ptri 18. (2) BrsiBFb;iRtcTX.^Scri|>t;:Co), 897. . 

(3) Somner, Gloff ad X Script, v. Efterlin^us. ^ , . 

(4) Wiikinfii Concilia, p. 280. See alio his Le^> A — Sai. p. 134* 

(5) Fotkes, Table* of £ngli(h Silver Coins, p. 3., 
(^) SupbcH Mutin Leake, £rq. p. 18. 

from 
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from the grant of the Cmfeffor to the abbot of S. Edmundfbufy> 

* Et conceflit etiam [Edwardus] difio Edmundo monetarium 
« five -cuneum infra Bury ( i ),' as likewifc from the mintage of 
the Peter-Pence, as they are called, at York, and of that curious 
Lincola penny abovementioned, in that reign (2). Nay we 
iind that Thomas, archbifhop of York, (to fay nothing here of 
Silvefter, abbot of St. Auguftine, and the bilhops of Durham) 
was leized of his mints foon after the conqueft ; fo that as there 
was no law in force againft prelates after that event, there is 
good cploprof reaibn for bdieving there was none before. Ar 
to archbidK^ Thomas, king Edward the Firft, in his diftreli' 
for money to fupport himfelf and his army in his defign againft 
Wfdes, made a very ftrlA inquifition into the abilities of htt 
fubje<^», in order to a taxation : This was A. D. 1276 (3). 
And in two year's time a very oppreilive flatute of ^^ Warranto 
follow'd, to oblige thoib who claimed any franchiles or liber- 
ties to ihew their title to them before, the king's juftices, or 
otherwife they ihould becoine forfeited to the crown (4) ; and 
this a£t extended to the archbifliops, as well as the fuffragaot, 
and lay-nobles. On this occafion the archbiihop of York. 
pleaded, 8 Edw, I. * That in the time of king Henry, fba ta 

< the Conqueror, cme Odoy Iherif of Yorkjbirtt did hinder 

< Gerard, then archbiHiop of York, from holding pleas, and 

* giving judgment in his court I>e Monetariis, The bidiop 
*■ complained to the king, and (hewed his feifin, and the right 

* of the church of S. Peter i whereupon the king did fend his 
' letters patents to the iherif, the effeA of which was, to wi|l 
« and command him that Gerard, archbifliop, in the lands of 

< his archbifbopric, fhould have pleas in his court de menetaritt 
*fms,o{ thiefs, and of all othtrs, as Thomas arciiijhop (5) had 

* in the time ef bit father or brother And the bilhop faid, 

' that he and his predeceflbrs had ahaays had the fame mints 

< as he claimed them. Upon this Ifiue was joined, and the 

* jury found for the bifliop, and judgment given that the biihop 

* fhould be without day (6).' 

(i) Spelm. GlofT. v. Cuneus. This indeed waa the abbot's firft licence, bat 
Edward would never have granted it, had tt not been then ufual for prdates to coin* 
(2) See above. (3) Barrington, Obfetv. on ancient Statutes, p. 68. 

(4] Ibidenii p. 93. (5) In the beginning of the Couqueroi'a reign^ 

(6) DnkCj Ebontcum, p. J4X. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Folfces mendons a coin of the eart of P'embiolce^s OHntisdt 
by Henry de Bloie, bifhop of Winchefter» in king Stephen's 
time, with a profile head and a croQer (i)} and the piece is 
engraved both in the carl's tables {2), and by Mr. PoIkcb (j)*' 
as defervedly it ought, beihg certainly eiftretnoly lairc a'nd valu- 
able. The elegant and judicious Lord t^ttoleon, in tbe'Zi^- 
anJ Age of King Henry the Second, obferves, it was ^obably 
coined at one of the royal minte (4) ; but that f think may be^ 
doubted ; the head indeed is apparently the king's. And it- 
would have been mofl enortnoas itbr tM iH^iop, even amidft: 
the irrcgukrities of this reign> to have' placed ^U 'ovm head- 
upon A) but then, n(KCbinkB, the'«rttIicT; ^the'pr^to^&natile- 
put on the obverlb, and thekimg^ ^>oftpbtyed to' thereverfe,. 
- all icem lo betoken it to bo a pf«latical 'piece ifTued from 
the biihop's mint (5). Tis true one cannot by at)y means. 
approve of this unnatural heterogeneous mlxtwe'df^e croficr 
and the crown on this piece ; for though tho regfal and facer**- 
dotal powers were often anciently -Oftited m otic perfbn^ as haa^ 
been diewn by various authbrs, yet a combination of thofo- 
fymbols, in this reign, could teiid to- nothing but ta breed» 
oonfufion, as we fee it mifl^ this- learned peer. 

To return;- As our metropolitans appear to have had their- 
moneyers, aRd to have wrought their mints,, down ta the astti' 
of die Conqueft, though in a limited and- pcftrained manner,. 
foas to make tf difficult now to>diftinguifli their pieces from. 
tbofeilricken at Canterbury by (ho crown; our riext fub^fts- 
of enquiry muft be, ^ben, and whether ever they wiere for- 
mally deprived of their right, a point of fome difHcuhy, as is- 
acknowledged by Mr. Somner (6), whether they ever regained- 
it, by grAntsor otherwifej andiaftly* upon what footing thc- 
tbe archbilhbps, Warhan> aod Cranmer, enjoy'd their mints in 
the later limes. 

SilveAer, abbpt of St. Auguftine,' near Canterbury, diedr 
A. D. 1 I5i». in. king Steven's time, and the king ieized the 

(l) Folkes, Table* o/Silirec Coins, ^ 5. (a) Num. Pcmbr. IV. 23, 

(3) Polices, Ibidem, Phtel. 

f4) Lord Lvttelton, Lift and Age of K. Henry 11. Vol. 11. p. 49 '• Edit. 8vo. 
(5) 'Ti» not known bow the bifhop of Winchcfter came by his privilege} hy 
diutcr, or ufurpation. (6) Somner, Antiq. of Cantcrb, p. 65. 
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femporalittes of that opulent foaDdationj as nfual. The abbot 
was in poflefHon of his mint at that time ; but upon this odmr 
fion, his fucceffors were irrecoverably divefted of their privilege} 
for when the king reflored the temporalities of that houfe to 
Silvefter's fucceflbry he retained the mint \v\ his ovirn hands* 
But we (hall infert an accoont of this tranfa£tion» as it is curi-^^ 
ous, and fo pertinent to our fuby'ed, from William Thorne (i). 
« Memorandum quod ifte Silvefter Abbas et eciam multi 

* Pradecejfores ejus habuerunt cuneum (2) monetae in Civitate 
\ Cantuaria ficut per Inquifitipnectv fa£tam per Arnoldum Ferre,- 

* Wulfinum mercere, . et alios (3)1 qui jurati dixerunt quod. 
\ quideni Abbas S. Augidft:ini^ Silvefter nomine habuit in civi'^' 
' tate Cantuarias cuneum moqet?s et Blverdus Porr^rc cuftodivit) 

cuneum ilium ex parte illius Abbatis, et quandp iile Abbas-. 
*. obiit feifita fuit Abbatia in manu dom^in^i regis una cum prp-» 

* dido cuneoy n^c unquafti :|liqifis Abl^s qui ei.fucpefiit illiui; 

* cuijei recuj)erayit fcifipam. .$^fi^f^ji^^|nquifitip fa^a teni- 
« poribus Hen* $eciq^i. Regfs,. ct'R^is J^ic^ ^juf-i 

, )^ut before thi^ date, Henry dpke pi I^f man^y^ afterwafds 
^"gH^^V^t^f. Second,; on h^&:laflding,^.A, i ^49, ^ Plurimo- 
^ rum monetam caflayit (5),', i^l^ich . fl^ews, that tl^e ^ ruling 
jio^i^rs had it in vifj^r t9>contrftftl ^api<j^ %prc6 tjie. iof^^ 
mint offices, as oppoi:tH?«ty ifequ^^^^ ^ Whewf<M"e after- 

wards, ^^ 1^53^, ^ivthcn articlf%^ere agr^ea upon; betw|i^n .kipg*; 
Stephen and tluke J/itt^jj /it Afo^ coi^^gp^t^^Kj^i^^g^^H^P^ni 
^a^proccribus ufurpa^ |t^?f;i,ifeft.IC<?piflt;^ ^hat fbe king 
\j^eplen\ Jhoulabe^reinfiqted in; i^ J llf& regalities ujurped in difff^ 

rent. farts hjk^k^fX^)- p^^^oi^^v^J^S^ 

on his s|Cce(iion, t^vam Jecit.fnqfiei{^\^7^^ reaepia eraf et 

afceptamr/^^^ gci>eral«, and even a necefaty 

. (^IJj^."i1 alfo fij goqiifler. Aiiv'rf/Qf C^^^ p, 8. but is there 

faultily i)tiiittff. ' r . M . ' 

(2) A mint, not C9imiie^ as Mr. Somner, in the Gloflarj, expounds- It. It fig« 
. ntfies alfo the puncheon or die, fp named from its figure hke a .wedge or cone^ 

cmus^ at M is caIl<^d^il)Br<>lllptoni G61: 99V, Wre fct the Gloflary. Heitce . 
CMitfd our Eitgtiih word i^in. ' See tAe fame Glolfary. 

(3) tatet is omitted; (4) Thorfic inter X Script. Col: i8 16» 

( 5) R. Hoveden, p. 490* . (6) M. Paris, p. 8<i.» (7 ) R. Hovedcn; p. 40 f • 
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lika/ure/ fe'ecat^ft t!he enercatAttieiiti^ey^ ttfit hohittifdn the rtyait 
prerogative, in the' rergnt of Stephen,' 'had be6n', in refpfedt of 
fb^ mint, moft intolerable; ^ Eratft in Anglia,' fays WilKani 
6f Newburg, * qoiodatlvrhodo tot r^gey, tel potias tyrannt, qutot 
<• doimni Cafteil^ruini Mbentn JUngitti fercufforam frCfprii numif- 
^ maris, et pbl^ftdtem ftbdhfs dicfehdi jtxs (r).- Mr. Catrideit 
accordingly telfe us, that Heiiry t\it Second fuppifefled the mints< 
of the earls and baroni? fs). And I conceive that Aboat this 
tame, or peAaps before, upon- fome fuch occauon as oiFer'd oii' 
the demife of Stfveftc^ abfcit of 'St;'AftgttftiiW,'tBe rnint of tHe 
abbot of St;Edrttmd(bUfy Wferefumeti by the crown (3]^.. If* 
fo>\*e tiAy cbn6ItKfe> tfiaf Aff pi^a^if'aiirtts in! getrefiF we^e 
ioj^prefTet^ &t< tht^ HxtHt. '' ^ik- iibfttf j@me ti^iOatlu had' tHdr oMci&i 
re-graftted, '^iff appear* itf t^'fc^deh.>J- • • '=!'-'-•; '^ ' 

• PrefimMng thttW-thai'dAr^ri«f^lt8h'*\^jiA^ufcd" f6 ifcrc'fciae: 

Irtii* lAirifs ^\^%^ tltti-sAbtitS of St.-^ " " ' 

h^y -di*; y«iJ*h%'i<*feiiliyiWere diflfei 
H<Jri>yi acc^flfo'iii ^A.-id^^ r for tfebiiglt 
cerning proceedings in the year 1 149. may leave roomifol^ 'tire: 
archU»h*p^ t6/r§«lft tffe i)tivittfe6^''Wfeto''0^fed^ V^re'dejfHvtdi 
of theifi^ ' Et ftdt (hoa^iltiy hMitAx qoiif^vociiBdnt'nidrtekn]- 
« jdUd§ J cf# nb^^aiita'BK ipibltefi oibbfes^poffeirteii tiiii'ifriiflfii!)!,'. 

i' "«rhiir^by;'. 
'■tfedied:artdi 

reptofeittsa^ ^ bot.oiHy- /sa^ftj/^ >ijnt-iircii*w«)pis' dt cinffcrfcufv; 

aod^'V^k were prdb^t^ioi^gfi th6}& wht>le^^;lieyff were ftiU- 
foi^red to paft ;• yci ia; f f 54> tht primate of tJaritc^birtyceri^. 
taifti;^'l6ft hfe'^pri^iltgfe-lfr tlfe^ |4te«»W/ refiiiiifrtiba;' ^TBis "ii 
plaih^ frcJm : Afe terttt i^<^i*i^ iti^tftfc'"'fcm^tmifeirt WlHdi V'\itk- 
gtitig. to pri^ti«e9'!foK'l m&ll mn» !h«^7 thai i6^j^i^%e wa«' > 
reftored to our archbiihop by king Richard t^Q F/rft, and th^t- 
the Ve-grant i*as confinned by kittg'jtthttV Id M. %!(f:-ye^ ,df ^^ 
his:xeign.., . ^ : , it ^ ,!•.!•.> 'i -." :.•';.> .ros ,Mt. .■. ;..) 

( i ) :Gul. N eqbrig. See aUb abpve, , p> ilt Afi(, ,P4fx^telffi fobf^rvf) lib« Qdii»-i 
hiuvtlirers, that before HiU. le Bc]^ wli^ doscde^t A. I^^> thf{.!^eU Jordibfiik? 
fj'ance coined in their ■pwa-feigneiuici; vBacri|iglQ!^ p^ I49i4> Iti . 'i ' ■ '^ -^ ', 

(2) Camden, Remains, p« 184. -i) - •. .•:!>", 'o- . > f. 

(3JI AiUeliD, abbot of this boufe; died A. 114^. Willis> Mitred Abbisys, p. 65( 
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^ ^ lohaxinee Dei Oratia, &c. Scialis tnos (ionceffiffe et praefenti 

* if^ta ^ooft^a canfirmafl^ Deo ct. 3Bcdefi« Chxiftt Cant, et vcnc- 

* rabili'Patri noHro Huberto (i) Cant. Archiepifcopo, et wnni^ 
^ ius fwicefforibi^fids fibi canonicQ febfUtucad'i^ef i^^wftzrm 
^ r««i /r/^«x ^ff;?m (?), ad mon^tam fabricandum ik<iimiatd 

* CaDtuariae ptrpetiip l^abeodosj q.uos domious Rex Ric.'frater 
^. nofter reddidit bone inemoriae Baidivino Cant, jircbiefafeopo, et 
^ftu:ce£Qrihus fuis^ et,c^rta fua jCon6rmavit. Quare volumu« 

* et firmiter praecipimi*s,':quQd Fi!abdi<3:» Ardiiep. H. ctfuccef^ 
^ Jires Jiii, hdhcznt prp^i^^Qsr^mpn^turios cuoi praedi&is cuneisp 
T ita liberef honor^fife ,et qaiete, iicut aliquis prasdecefTorum 
i fuorum liberius et quiet^us monetarios fuos cum cuneis fuit 
^ habait. Hiis teftibus, tjcc. datum^ &c« apud Cenoman. xxix 
^ die Septemb. anno primp regni noftti (3)/ 

It appears to n^e. from thp wo^ds of lung John^ in the fixth 
year of hk rei^n^ th^jt.pur archbiihop was the Urtt prelate that 
Trained his xight, after th^ year 115^9 though others were 
afterwards re-iQvefte4 ;with theifs ; for . the kihg^ faking in 
that year of his exchange^ iays, ^ Item fi quis camUaverit de<- 

* narium vel argentuoa alii [f. alibi] quam ad Cambium 
^ aoflrum» Jaho Camh'o Domini C4nt.. ^u^JCant. tarn Cambiens 
< quam recipiens cum ep> quod catpuayerit, capiantur (4)/ 
Mints and exchanges ar^ifetlad^^^ whefefose thcie words ieeid 
clearly to prove^ that at ihit time^ithe fixth of Tohn^ th^ arch* 
bifhop of Canterbury Wdl? the only! prelate that enjoy'd hi^ 
mint; for furely if otheca hi^.been allowed 'to poflefs mintj 
and exchanges, their^s would have been excepted, as well as 
the archbi(hop'$. . -' ' < 

The archbiihops of York a!£bi» who loil their privilege oii 
the general ad: of r^fvimptiop, A« 1 1541 had it rdlored to theoi 
2 Henry III. or A. D. 1217. 

^ Rex Vicecom. Ebor. falutcm. Mandamus tibi firmiter pras^^ 
** cipientes quod fagias venerabilem Patrem noftram Doniinum 
^ W. Ebor. Archiep, bene et libere habere cuncos fwos (5) mo* 

(1) Hubert Walter. 

(a) Concerning the number of MpneyeTs httt granted, fee abovc« p. 19. 
(3) Wilklna, Cegg, A — Spx. p. 35^, (4.J Wilkins, Ibidem, p. 360* 

(5) Two or three. See above. \ - 
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* nctae noftrae In civitatc noft. Ebor. Jicut T'rddecejfores frnAr^ 

* chiepifcopi Ebor: cos meliug liberius babuerunt. Salvo nobis 

* jure noftro qiiod ad nos inde pertinet (i)/ 

There is a reference herey you obferve, to* the oTd xihgt and 
cuftom of tkefe primates (2) ^ To that this was only a renewar 
or refforation of their rights. However, upon the foundation? 
•f this^ re-grant» the primates of York continued* coming tilfi 
8 Edw, L when archbifhop William Wickwain pleaded on a 
§luo Warranto^ in r^fped: of his two mints, * That he and his. 

* prcdeceffors had been in feifin of thefe two. mints time out of 
*^mind, &c.' and fully made good his cRdm('j)*.. Nayj there 
is an half-groat of Henry the Vlthy or* rallier of Hfcnry the? 
VII th, with two keys,, fuppofedi with reafon, to be the ofF-- 
fpring of the archbifhop of York*$ mint (4)r ^nd' there are: 
other coirfs of the like itampr tempi Henry VII. ('^; 

The bifhops of Durhaov coined money after the Conqueft^, 
and lofin^ theip privilegjp A. 1*154^ had iv renewed to them by; 
king Richard the FirlU For Roger Hoveden writes on the: 
year 1196, * Eodem aimo Richa^us Rex Angliaededit Phi-*- 
^ lippo Dunelmenii.eleAoJieentiam ftibricandi monetam in civi— 
< tate.fua Dunelmenfi^ quud^prsdecefibribus fui^ a multo tern*- 
'pore retro (6) non^erat permiflum (7)/ The palatines coined « 
money in the reigas of Edward^ IV. and^HenryVIIi (8). 

To bring, all mefe matters- together;* king. Stephen himfelf. 
honoured. the church and biihop of Lichfield/ with}, what ap*- 
pears to be a new privilege in /rdpefl:of thatfee^ a. mint at: 
Lichfield^ 

^ Sciatis me dedifTe et conilifle in perpetuamel6tnofihamDeo 
^ et eocK &< Ceddaet de Lichficldict Waltero Epiibop^<^ov. etr 

* Succefloribus fuis in. perpetuum^, unumr cuneum habenduoi. 
« apud Lichfield, (gt)/ 

This^caiie was very, particukr; the mints were in? many 
ti^nds in. king Siephcn's. reign^ but all, it feems, were not^ 

(i) Unkc^ Eboric. in Append, p. cvi. (2) See what is raid.aI>ove^4>.94» 
(3} See above, p» £4. U) Drake^Eboracuniy p. cvix*. 

(5} Ibidem, and the Plates to Mr. Folkes's Tables, No. VI. . . 
[by I fttppofe from the year 1 154. (7) Rog. Hoved^n^ pw jCS^ 

(») Plates to Mr. Folkes's Tables, No. V. and VI. 
I9) Dugdale, Monafi. Tom. UL 
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nfurper^, but fome had legal grants or patents for their pradl- 
ces. Stephen here impowers Walter Durdent to coin money 
at Lichfield ; now Walter was made bifhop of that fee, A. 1 149, 
and his mint was fupprefled A, 1 154; fo that it may be juftly 
doubted whether bifhop Walter ever fet a mint a going, though- 
he had a grant for it. And by the beft enquiries, which I 
have continued to make for many years, ever ifincc I had the 
honor of being collated to a ftall in that church, by the favor 
of his grace, the prefent archbifhop of Canterbury, in the year 
1757, I cannot learn that fo much a^ a fingle penny of bi/hop 
Walters has ever been, found there^r 

But even after the general fufpenfTon of the mints in 1 154, 
our kings wouW fbmetimes pafs new grants for coining, as well 
as revive old ones : This appears from the cale of the bifliop of 
Ghicheftrer (r), which I regard as' an entire new licence^ and not 
a revival of an obfolete or difcontinued right. However, no 
coins from thrs fee have ever yet appeared. 'Tis alfb remarked 
by Mr. Camden, that even Henry II. granted 2, liberty of coia-!^ 
ing to certain cities and abbies (2). 

We learn from the .various particulars above dated, that oar 
prelates, at Icaft fome of them, were very anciently favoured ^ 
with indulgences in re(peS of coinage; that their priftine 
rights were frequently^ renewed to them by grants and patents 
(3) ; and that even as late as the reigns of Stephen and John, ^ 
fome few new patents of the fort were iflued. But I cannot 
difcover that the lay-peers ever Had the privilege of coining, 
after the year 1 154. Indeed it is a moot point with me, what- 
ever it may be with others,, whether the lay-nobles were ever 
poflcfled of any kgal power of coining money; • encroachments 
undoubtedly were made oh the royal prerogative, by many of: 
themi in the difbrderly reign of king Stephen, . and fomething 
of the fame kind might evene in the di(lra<£tion$ of the North-^ 
umbrian kingdom, as remarked above, but I have feen no evi-* 
dence to convince me that the ealdormen, or other great men,.; 

(i) Blount's Noffto XT £i«2f. v« Cuneus. (2) Camden's Remains, p. 184. 

(3) Some, hewever, feem never to have had their rights reftored, as the bilhop 
of Kochefter, and the abbots of S* Augufiine and S. Edmundfbury. 

amongft 
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^mongft the Saxons, were ever properly authorized to com. 
But I go on ; 

Archbifliop William Warham actually coined money at Can^. 
tcrbury, as is fully evidenced by our plate. Now this primate 
had no particular, grant for the purpofe that we know of, and 
confequently adled upon the footing of the royal conceffions of 
Richard I. and king John, reported s^bove ; He only revived 
and exerted an ancient obfoktc right. Whence it ihould feeo), 
that if we have no pieces of our metropolitans from the ift of 
John to the incumbency of archbifhop Warham, it was not 
becaufc the intermediate primates had been defpoiled of their 
right by any legal authority, but only had voluntarily defifled 
from thfe cxerci?e of it ; that the privilege of the mint conti- 
nued dormant, or in abeyance, and might be revived and re« 
fum'd at pleafure, as it was by $irchbUhop W^rham^ and after^ 
wards by archbilhop Cranmer« 

The archbifhops of York ftood upon the fame grounds^ tiz« 
the grant of a Hem III. and their own pradices confequent 
thereupon ; and therefore the charge agamft cardinal Wolfey,^ 
that when archbifhop of York he placed the initisds of bis name 
and the cardinal's hat on the king's coki (i)^ was perfedly 
frivolous, as thefe are but the neceifary diftinOions of his mint; 
;and the coin^ which bore the king's name and effigies, was 
levidently the king's money* and not his. Bifhop Nicholfon 
obferves very juftly, that Cranmer* archbiihop of Canterbury* 
Xee> archbiihop of Yodc, and Tunftal* bifliop of Durham, all 
o£ them coined money afterwards* ^ and the pradice was fo 
** far from being illegal, that when an a£( of parliament pre« 
* fcribcd to the royal mint in the Tower, eipecial provifion was 
^ made that thereby no prejudice ihould accrue to the coiners 
^ of York, Durefme, and Canterbury (2).' Mr. Drake adds* 
that archbiOiop Lee would probably h^ve put the hat on his 
coin, had he been a cardinal (3) j, and we may fay the fame of 
Cranmer and Tunftal, In briejf* Wolfey did not make money 
either as cardinal or legate* but as archbiihop of Yorkt 

(i) Nicholfon, Hift. Libn p. 263^. Fiddes's Life of WoUey, ia CoQedioiis* 
|). 178. 

(2) Nicholfon, Ibid. (3} Drake, Eboracum* p. cvzjx. 
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r*^. 



r^TT 



[ ^7 ] 

apprehending he might innocently do it as a right, by grant 
and antient ufage, appurtenant to his fee ; nay, *tis obfervable, 
that this article, in his impeachment, does not proceed upon 
the illegality of his practice in coining money, for the right of 
doing this fecms to be admitted, but on his pompous and pre- 
fumptuous mind, as it is there termed, in joining and itti* 
printing the cardinaPs hat under the king's arms in the king's 
groats made at York 5 which is called a noisel praSiice indeed, 
but is riot reprefented as implying any thing criminal in the eye 
of law. The article, in one word, was a mere malicipus infi- 
liuation. 

The hiftory w6 interfded here endfe and determines ; for we. 
find x^ot that any of the fubfequent metropolitans, after Cr^n*- 
mer, eV^r atttmjked to ftrike money. There is la particular 
or two, however, concerning thefe ancient and metropolitical 
and Ad 6th«f }Af«f6r mints, which, before we take d fihil 

l*av^ df ilri^ rufe^ei5t,:ihky' t^txM i few words ; but they (liall be' 

BanHlfid'aS briefly' as Wi^^^^^ ^ ' ^ \ ' . , 

Then! k i^^Wt'cm^^ the iVfittt-y^rd at Canterbury^ wliicli' 
fblttfr-dii^.b^ atit ttf;fittcy ^as'.tHd^irchbifhop's office lA the; 
affeiieiit tftti4^W iv^fi^h w^e haye'bfeen Ipeaking; buti according^ 
td'^fhe tririftfffeirry faltidvi^riartk {x\ Ihefe buildings, which be-* 
• _ '. I ^1 .'.A . :. ^ : . , MS ^ ^hfiltCWch, and not to the 

the ailrrionry, were not ap- 
jjf6pdireaio,tftt?'j[ittj^c^(i^ till after the dilTo- 

idfioA Tif oiarmottifjtfr/ % kirig HenfV Vl!f. It confequently 
wai the kirig'S'dffica,' diid'not the arcnbl/hop's, that was kept 
there. There. iV no gueffing'hovlr where the archbifhop*S mints 
wer6, ift iliofe^early davs, only tliat in general they were fome- 
where in '>^^''?Ay^;aocrndt'v^thiA. the preclafts of the palace, 
ai^we have (he^n atiov« (i)., ' ' ' . 

2. A court de mbnetariis always accompanied thefe mints,, 
though, the^ b^lQOgcd J(9 Xubje^s, (3). In thefe courts enqui- 
lies were made concerning all mifdemeanours, and particularly. 
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(1) Soroner, Antiq. Cant. p. 65. 113. Bamly Cantuar. Sacr. p. 97. 
\t) ^ee aMVe, p. 45. dibi;: - 

(3) See what is faid above, p. 84. on the court of Gerard, archbilhop of Yorlu 
Alfo Nicholfon Hift. Libr. p. 263. 
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of debafement^ and deficiency in wejght^ offences, in which 
the laws were extravagantly feverc (i). 

Mints and changes^ S^ly^ ^^^ relatives ; and an order" wa8 
cxprefly made by king Henry I. that no perfon ftiould prefume 
to change money but the mint-mafters, and he was only to do 
it in his own diftri<ft : * Praeterea defendo nc aliquis monetarius 
^ denarios mutet, nifi in comitatu fuo. • . • Et nullps fit aufus 
* cambire denarios nifi monetarius (2).' The archbi(hop*s ex- 
cTiange at Canterbury is particularly mentioned in the charter 
of John, adduced above (3). It was kept apart from the mint» 
as Mr. Somner obferves, in regard of the king^s exchange 
there (4), but in what part of the city, 'tis now impoiliblc to 
inveffiigatc. 

4. I have a fufpicion, and I advance it In qo other (hape 
than fuch, that the money of our prelates had only a curr?ocy 
in their refpedive cities, their diftrifts or liberties i as if it was 
chiefly allowed to be made for the convcjiipnce of the citizens a . 
at leaft this appears to, have been the cale iince the reign of 
king S(ephenj as I colletSt from theletters patents of king John, 
pafied in favor of the bifhpp of Chicheftec^^ in his 6 m yeap^ 
where the words are« * Quod habeat cuneum faum in.cfvitate 
^ Ciceftris, £t quodcurrat (5) donee noftri in^ eadem civitate 
^ currant^ Et tunc \xnk cum Hlis currat (6)/ and feem to |nipl^ 
tliat this was the cafe with the Tokens oitht I7th century, and^ 
as Olearius informs us, of the brafs money coined by the cities 
in Perfia (7). Thus the niinters were reftraia^d ajboye prona 
pra<5tifing exchange any where but within their refpeifltivQ coun- 
ties. The Reader will pleafe to judge for himfi^lf^' 

However, we are auur'dn 5^^^y» ^^^ puncheons or dies 
wcjc fcnt from London (ff) for t^e ufe of the inferior 01;. 
fcbun try mints, and that a duty, callec^ ^zQ^i^y Cuneaghm^ot. 






(i) A'bovc, p. 7^. ' - i . . 

(2) Wilkins, Legg. A-^Sax, p. 365. froin the md bopko^theCxdie^er^^' 

Iz) P^S® ^9- (4) Somner, Antiq. Cant. p. 164. 

(5) Ejus nummus^ or fomething of like import, (eeons to be omitted. 

(6) Blount's Nojp^ Af £isa% y. Cuncui* ' I 

(7) Battely, Append, ad Antiq. S. Edcn.Burgi, pt 136. and Domdclajr Bpok, 
cited below. Alfo Maitland, p. 947, 

(8) Olcarjus's Voyages, p. 300. 
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Cunagium, was paid for them to the king. Thus we have it fm 
Domefdajr Book, ^ Tit, Wireceftre, quando moncta vertebatuiy. 

* quifque monetarios dabat 20 ibl. ad Londinum pro cunois 
« moneta recipiendis (i)/ And fo Sir Matthe^r Hales tells us>. 
that * upon every change of the coin, by the king's proclama- 
' tion, there iflued out a mandate to the treafiirer and barons 

* to deliver ^ ftamp over to thcle private niints, to be ufed by 
« the fevcral proprietors of them (2)/ The king delivered the^ 
Aamps, and the ipecie is exprcfly called the king's money [%)i 
and^ I apprehend^ it is to the duty paid for the (lamps tnat; 
thofc words in the precept of 2 Hen. III. concerning the arch*- 
bifhop of York's mint, inferted above, alludes, where the king 
fays, « Salvo nobis jttre nofiro quod ad nos inde pertinet.* But 
you (hall hear two very eminent antiquaries^ bifliopOD^icholfoa: 
and Mr. Camden, on this head : * There's another memorable 
paffage,' fays bifhop Nicholfon, * in one of ki£^ Henry the 

* Firft's own ordinances, relating to this fubje^ ; Monetagium 

* commune quod eapiebatur per civitates vel comitatus^ quod non 
^fuit tempore 'Edwardi Regis f hoc ne a modo Jiat . omnino defendo 

* (4). R. Wcftcot (or rather Ad. Littleton) (5) tranflatcs^ 
^ monetagium commune by tk^efe wo^'ds, the common duty (^ money- 
^ or coinage (6) \ and» i» hiis Botes^ gueffes that the country-- 

* mints paid fome iw^^duty- to ^e king> chief mint. He* 
** proves, from Domefday-Book,. * that Winchefter (7) paid 
^ twenty ihillings for each minter, pracuneis monetce acctpiendis^ 
^ that is, for their dies and ftamps .(&).. Mn Camden writes^ 

* that king Henry II. graunted liberty of coyning to certainc: 

* cities and abbeies, allowing them one ftaple,. and two pun-- 

( i) Spelm. Gloin «. CaneQ». (2) Sir Matthew Hales*s Sherifs Accounts. 

(3) Clau£ 2 Hen* III. in. 6. in Drake's Ehoracum^ p. cvu 

(4) Vid. Cart. Hen. I. (e Matt. Farb) a Jph. Seld. >n^ Ang, lib. 2. p. 8o. See 
M. Paris, p. 56. Ric. Hacelfted. inter x Script. 60L 311. 

(5) Ath^Oxon. Vol. lE p. l8o. 

(6) Quaere though, whetber he is not miflaken in this, for Aihnetagium in Ou^ 
Frefne, Col. lOiO, i» rather a payment to the fovereign tb induce him not to ajter 
hit money, which was never done but wkh-lofs to the fttbje£b See alfo Wilkins^ 
in GloflT. ad Legg A — Sax. in voce. 

(7) Quaere, whether for Wireceftre abeve^ we fliould nel stad IFimaJire. 
^8) NkboUoAj Uifi».Lihr. p. 25 !• 
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* cheons at a rate, with certain reftridions*' And again, that 
Thomas, fon of OtAo Cuneator^ firnamcd Fitz Othes^ ' married 

* one of the coheires bf Beauchamp baron of Bedford, was lord 

* of Mendlefham in SufFolke, and held in fee to make the 

* coyning Jiamps for all England : nvhtcb office defcended by an 

* heire generall to the baron Boutefort (i), from whom, &c.* 
(2). The ifluing of ftamps from London, and the payment of 
a duty for them by the country mints, was the cuftom, it 
feems, in the rergn of Edward the Confeflbr, William the 
Conqueror, and in that of Henry 1. and there was an officer, 
or patentee, who in th'efe times had* an exclufive right of 
making the ftamps. And this was. an excellent method of 
providing for the famenefs of manner and uniformity of type 
in the king's money, notwithftanding the great number of 
mints diftributed in different places over the whole kingdom ; 
and the crown, at the fame time, fuffered lefs detriment and 
lofs in privileging (b many mints. 

I query, fixthly, whether fome portion of the profits of 
thefe private offices was not paid likewife annually to the 
crown under the name of Monetagiumi we learn from M. 
Du Frefne that fome fuch ufage there was in foreign parts 
(3) 5 but I muil confefj^, I have not feen afiy explicit evi- 
dence uf it ill this 'kii^gdom ; it was thought proper, however, 
to mention it as a particular tt) be attended to in time coming. 
When the mints were beconie the king's own, as^ in the year 
£154, he no doubt had a ihare of the profits (4), and it 
became a t)ranch of the royal revenue. 

ythly. The country mints, it is intimated, did not coin 
^ halfpence and farthings after thefe began to be coined^ but 
only pennies (5). The cafe indeed nxight be fo at firft, but 
it certainly was altered afterwards, fince both Warham and 
Cranmer ftruck halfpence. The inferior mints, however, 
were obliged Co return an account to London of the quan- 

{1) See tlfo Battely, Append, aid Antu|. S.Edm. Burgi, p. 135. 

(2) Camden, Remains, p. 184. (3) Du Frefne, Glou. in voce. 

(4) Battely, Append. idAntiq. S. Edm. Burgi, p. 141. 

(5) Pinchbeck in Battely's Append, to Antiq. S. £dm. Burgi, p. I35« 
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tity of ipecie tbcy had wrought with every die (i). And 
it appears that a great deal of money was coined at the 
fingle f^int of St. Edmundfbury, after the mint there'^Became 
the king's office (2). I obferve^ laftly» that the king's 
mints in fities ^nd boroughs, « were- uqder the condud or 
fuperintendence, in fotoe meafdre, *^f the senepi, or port* 
reeve, as is very evident from the laws of king Cnut (3), 
where this officer appears ;to have had a power in his city fimi^ 
lar to that of a warden* 



(i) Battel/, Ibid. (2) Ibid. pv. 140* (3) .Wnkins,l^egg. A^-^ax. p» I34» 
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DISSERTATION^ I. 

On a fine Penny of King Alfred the Great, 
with hi& Head. 



MR. Sp^ hfls delitieated in his hlfloty it very fine penny 
of king Alfred, and indeed one of the nioft elegant 
pieces in all the Saxon ferics. It was then a part of 
the Cottoniaa cabinet, but is now unhappily lofl, and does 
not appear in the Britiih Mufeum. There is on one fide, 
the king's head, on the other, a monogram or cypher j 
%nd in the following DiHertatton I propofe to confider both 
fides, as well for the afcertaining the age of the piece and the 
|)rince to whom it belongs) as the further illuuration of it. 
Tis the 9th coin in the firfl tabic of Sir Andrew Fountaine, 
who copied it from Speed, as likewiie did Mr. Walker, in the 
l.atin verfion of Sir John Spelman's Life of King /GIfred, and 
bifhop Gibfon> in Camden's Britanntai Tab. I. We are furo 
Speed had it from the Cotton CoUeflion, from the diredt tefti- 
mony of Mr. Selden, who, after giving a print of this coin, 
amongft others, fays, * Ubi [i. e. in fiiblioth. Cottoniana] 
* etiam archCtypa fervantbr iinde jam effifta heic numifmata 
" * fumpta (i).* 

Authors are not 1^ any meftns agretd to which •Slfred this 
jwony belongs, thdre being two of that name ; one, who is 
-laid to have been a learned piince, king of Deira, A. 666, 
who retired, A. 670, was reftored and made king of North- 

(1) Seldeo, TiUetoT Honour, .p»ljx. '£tlit.«&3i. 
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umberknd, A. 69$, dnd died A. 70^; the other^ Alfred the 
Great, monarch of England, who acceded A. 872, and died 
A. 900* 

"Tis a matter of confequence that coins, whether Saxon 
or others, (hould hb appropriated to their true owners ; for till 
then they muft lofe more than half their uie, as very little 
that is certain and fatisfaSory can be learnt from them. Mr. 
Selden^ for inftance, collects the form of the diadem worn by 
the excellent monarch, Alfred the Great, from the obverfe of 
this coin (i), but his obfervation would be entirely groundlefs, 
ihould the piece prove to be the prgperty pf any other fove*- 
reign« 

Speed gives the coin to lElfnd the Great, and is followed 
therein by Mn Selden (2), Mr. Thwaites (3), and Mr. 
Hearne (4); but on the other hand, Mr.. Walker (5), Mr« 
Thorefby f 6), and Sir Andrew Fountaine, all incline to confer 
it upon Alfred, king of Northumberland. This lafl triumvi- 
rate were mod converfant in medallic affairs, and the moft ex- 
perienced connoiiTeurs, wherefore they ought in reafbn to be 
the bed judges of this controveriy 1 but one objection there is 
to their opinion fo obvious, and at the fame time fo forcible, 
that I fhall here mention it directly, viz. that we have no 
piece, either of the heptarchical, or the prelatical tribe, (for 
the monarchical is out of the queftion) diat is {o old as the year 
705, when Alfred king of ^^orthumberland died; for which 
reafon alone, were there no' others to induce, I fhould lean to 
Mr. Speed's party, and be for afcribing a piece, fo terfe as this, 
and fo far exceeding fhc tafte of the rough Northumbrians 
In that unpolifh'd age, when i&lfred king of Deira flQuri(hed« 
to the renowned noonarch king iBlfred, in whofe time the arts 
and fciences began to dawn. But there are other concurring 
reasons that may drive one into this way of thinking. 

As firft, that the countenance of the prince is like that of 
the great i£lfred, of Weffex. Walker indeed remarks, that 

[I) Selden, l.C (a) SeMen, I.e. 

(3) Thwaites, Notse in A*— Sax. Nummos. 
(4} Hearne, in Sir Jokn Spelm. Life of Alfred, p. 164. 
(5) Walker in Lat. Vcrfion of Sir John Spelm. Life of ^Ifredi «it3 the laft 
EdiMon of Camden. (6) Thore^, in Camden. 
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the head upon the coin does not correj^ond to that of the Weft 
Srpcon 3 but 'tis certain th^t people judge very diiFerently of 
likenefles. Hdwcver, I will not pretend to fay, that one ought 
to lay much ftrefs on fuch an argument as this, did it ftand 
alone, on account of the difference of men's judgnients in 
^fefpeft of likenefs*, as likewife on account of the infant (late 
which the arts of painting and engraving were in, when this 
coin was minted (i), but it may have its weight neverthelefs 
in conjtmdion with the reft* It mufl be confefs'd t6o> that 
this being the only pfece yet publifh'd,; that exhibits the head 
of /Elfred the Great, no judgment can be formed from the 
coins; but then there are othdr methods of information: 
Speed's type, which is authentic, has a fuflicient refemblance 
and correfpondence, in my eye at Ieaft> with the form of this 
king*^ vifage reprefented in an ancient painting in Univerfity 
College, Oxford, in two old £tone buds at Erazen-Nofe, in the 
window of AU-Souls, and in the chufch of St. Alban's [z). 
And accordingly I find that Mr. Hearne, in the place above 
cited, infers, from the iimilttude between the coin and thofe 
ancient portraits, that it ought to be afcribed to Alfred the 
Great, in preference to. the other Alfred of Northumberland. 
I will note here what our hiflorians relate concerning the hand- 
fome perfon of :/Elfred the Great; Florence of Worcefler tells 
us, ^ Cundis fratribus forma decentior, vuUu, verbis, atqu6 
• moribus eratiofior videbatur {3)/ Matthew of Wcflminfter 
has much the &me (4)» as likewife Afier Menevenfis (5!, whom 
the foregoing authors io a great meafure tranfcribe. This great 
prince had £> great ar regard for hi& perfon, that when, on a 
, certain occafiQn». he pray'd to have a diflemper chang'd, he 

• defired to have fuch an one,. * ut corpotaliter exterius ilia infir- 

* mitas non appareret, ne defpe^us et inutilis efTet (6).' 

\ 2dly, The ule of cyphers or monograms was entirely un* 
known, la the veftern parts^ at leafl upon the coins,, till the 

(i). Walker in Caauieii, Tab. I. No. 14. IV. No. i. 5. 8. 16. 

(2) Tab« I. & II. in Walker's Lat. Verfion of Sir John Speim. Life of iElfred, 
md in the excellent edition of t^Sst Menev. by Mr. Wife, in frontifpiece. Alfa 
fp i^ and p. 164. 

(3) Florent. Vigom. p, 587. (4) Matth. Weftm. p. i67« 

\j^ hSkx MeocY* p. i6. (6) Floient* Vig« p. 558« M« weftm. p. 167;. 
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time of Charlemagne ; we have no example of any that are 
older than that emperor, who fucceeded his father A. 768^ and^ 
died A. Sic, but uiey are frequent upon his coins (i). Tis 
reported of this great emperor of the Franks, that he made 
ufe of a monogram in figning all kinds of inftrumehts, and 
Ukewife caufed nis cypher to be engraved upon a chalice, which 
Lewis le Dcbonnaire, his fbn, afterwards gave to St. Medard. 

* From that time,' fays my audior, • they began, ;n imitation 

* of the emperor, to ufe cyphers in France more generally. 
^ Eginhard relates, that Charlemagne could not write, that he 

* tried in vain to learn, after he was advanced in years, and 

* that this was the reaibn that he ufed a monogram, which wa9 
^ ea(y to make, when he had occafion to fign any thing, 

* ut imperitiam hanc honefto ritti fuppleret, monogrammatis 

* ufum, loco proprii figni, invexit. A great many bi(hops of 
^ thofe times were forced to make ufe of a monogram for the 
^ fame reafon (2)/ Eginhard further informs us concerning 
this emperor, * Amabat peregrinos, et eorum fufcipiendorum 

* magnam habebat curam, adeo ut eorum multitudo non iblum 
^ palatio, verum etiam regno non immerito videretur onerofa ; 

* He was fond (ff ftrangers^ and took great care to have them pro^ 

* perfy received f infomnch that the great number of them became a 

* burthen not only to the courts but alfo to the kingdom f 3)/ 
Amongft the reft that flock'd to the emperor's court, was Egoert 
the Great, the firft English monarch, who liv'd twelve years 
with him (4) ; and probably when he returned from his court, 
which was in the year 800, he brought along with him into! 
England this method of writing by cyphers, which is firft fecn 
upon his coins ^5). If 'cyphers then were not introduced into 
this kingdom till the year 800, a coin with a ofonogramupon 
its poftic, like this of ours, cannot reafbnably be afcribed to 
any of the heptarcihical princes; or, in other words, can never 
appertain tOiSIfred of Northumberland, but hiuft of-iiecefnty 
belong toiElfred the monarch. This, methinks, is a cafe clear 
enough, and yet Mr. Walker manages it fo, as to draw ah 
argument from the monogram in favour of i£lfred of ^North-r 

( I ) M. Lc Bls^nc, p, 90. (2) Le Blanc, L c Pert Daniel, Tom* L p. 5 1 5. 
(3) Eginhard, V It.* Car. M. p. no. (+) Rapin, Vol.1, p. 62* 

(5} Sir A. Foumainc, Tab. VIII. 
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vttberfdnd : Thefe are his wordSf ^ He leems by the cypher 
^ or monogram on the reTerfe» to hftve been the kuig of Nortfa-^ 
' ofnberiand (the face not correfpo^diog to that of iBlfred tho 
*' W^ Saxon). He fn«irthered his true and liupirful prince^ 

* A. 76 5^ and bimfelf was e>cpelled alfp. He hi faid to have 
^ been very learned : to ihew which, it may be» he damped 

• that monogram on the reverfe : (after the example of divers 
^ Conftantinop^tan emperors, but not after thofe of the Franks) 
^ which was begun by Charles the Great, &c/ This paiTage is 
certainly very perplexed ; for firft, the (hort hiflory which the 
karned aatKor here gives of the Northumbrian Alfred, be- 
fengs to Aired, who put Mollon->Adelwald to death, A. 765, 
and not to iElired^ who being the natural fon of Ofwy, was 
alibciated by him in the kingdom, and, after ibme turns of 
fortune^ died poflefled of the^ throne. The occafion of this 
error was, I €oncejve> the name of iBlfred being fpelt by Flo* 
fence of Worcefter, Alhfridus, which comes very near to Alh- 
fedtts, 4U the other prince is called by that hiftorian. In the 
next place, I do not underftand how Charles the Great could 
begin to uie monograms, when the Conftantinopolitan emperors 
are acknowledged to have had thein before ; if he meant to 
fay, that Charlemagne iegam tbem in the IVeJl^ this will not 
very well con&ft with this fa£t, whether we underfland Mr. 
Walker as ^peaking of Alfred or Aired, for they were both of 
ifaem before Charlemagne. Further, let the Northumbrian 
princes, either of them or both^ be as learned as you pleafe, I 
fannot admit that the Weft Saxoii ^fred, who was one of the 
bed fcholass of his time,, came behind them in the leaft : But 
the greateft njisfortune of all is» that the origine of cyphers in 
the W^A> beiilg owing l(p a perfbn that could not write, is 
^felf an argument rather of illiteracy than of learning ; and 
this cypher^ under prefent confideration, containing, as we 
apprehefid^ and flball evince in the fequel, the name of the 
place of coinage, is rather the zQi and contrivance of the mint* 
mafter,^ than of the prince, for which reafon there is no force 

^t all in this gentleman^s argument from the great learning of 
the Northumbrian iElfredv 

m 

Another,, no contemptible, method of inveftigating the true 
•wnec of this. coin^. is thirdly ^ from the place where it was 

minted^ 
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minted. Thus Mr. Walker, thinking he difcern'd fome part 
of the word Nortbumbria in the ligature on the reverfe, afcribed 
it on that account, in conjundtion with other reafons, toiEIfred 
the learned king of that province (i). On the other hand, 
thofe gentlemen who conceive this piece to have been ftruck 
at Norwich, and do interpret the monogram In that manner, are 
inclined for that reafbn to giv« it to j£lfred the Greats fo Mr, 
Thwaites and Mr. Hearne. The argument is equally conclu* 
five either way ; for fliould it have been minted any where in 
the northern parts, belonging to the kingdom of North umber* 
land, an Antiquarian may reafonably conclude it belonged to a 
prince of that nation; for though Alfred the Great might be 
in effedl (bvercien of that kingdom, yet there is no proof that 
either he, or the monarchs his predecefTors, ever coined any 
money there. So on the contrary, fhould the coin prove to 
have been made in any town within the ibuthera tradl of this 
ifland, where Alfred of Northumberland never can be fuppofed 
to have had any power or authority, in this cafe, the prefump-^ 
tion will be exceeding ftrong In favor of iElfred the Great, 
who IS the only prince of the name that can poilibly be ima- 
gined to have coined it. After this obfervation on the nature 
of the argument, J inilft, referring the proof of the thing to 
the next paragraph, that this coin was (Iruck in the fouth parts 
of the ifland ; whether at Norwich or not, ihall be confidered 
below s all I affirm here is, that it was minted out of the ter- 
ritories of anv Northumbrian prince, and mufl: confequently 
belong to /£ltred the Great. 

Now the knowledge of the place of coinage depends entirely 
on th« monogram of the reverie, which therefore muft be con- 
fidered, and indeed (lands in great need of it. Mr. Thorefby 
and Sir Andrew Fountaine decline meddling with It, but Mr. 
Thwaites and Mr. Walker enter the lifts boldly. Walker 
imagines it an abbreviation of the word Northumberland^ in 
Saxon NojiV-j^jnbpalanb, or Nqi^n-jT^bpa pice; ' Qu4 Northumbrian 
^ quidpiam fignificari videtur,' fays he (2); and again, ' the 
* tenth Alfred ieems, by the cypher or monogram on the 

Ji) Walk«f, on Tab. IV. No. 19. in Laf. Vcrf. of Spclni. Life of Alfred j 
in his Comment, on the ^on Coins in Camc^en. 
(2} Walker, in Spelm. Life of JEiiizi. 
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*, rcverfe, to have been the king of Northumberland,* &cc. (i).' 
But Mr. Thwaites, nevertbelefs, explains it of the city of 
Norwich :. * The cypher in the reverft,' fays he, * may be de- 
' cyphered EIVITm nordviEj' and he is fo fortunate,. I obferve,] 
as to meet with the approbation of Mr. Hearne (2), who calls' 
it an ingenious guefs, and on the ilrength thereof alleges this' 
coin as a proof, that the city' of Norwich was either repaired 
after feme devaftation, or clfe had Ibme addition made to it, 
by king Mlfrtd. But though it (hould be allowed that iElfred; 
the Great was a mighty builder or reftprcr of towns (j)* and 
even improved the fortifications of Norwich caftle (4), which 
however is doubtful, yet no works' of his at Norwich can be 
inferred from this penny, as it has nothing of the nature of a 
medal in it, and is only a common coin ; wherefore though 
Mr. Thwaites fliould have enucleated . the cypher rightly and 
juftly, all that would follow would only be, that tlie piece 
was minted at Norwich. But I flialV prove this interpretation. 
to be all a groundlcfs and random conjeClure, as well as that 
other of Mr. Walker; which done, I fliall propofe, with all 
becoming, deference and diffidence, an explication of my own. 

Thele cyphers on reveifes, as appears from three pennies of 
Charlemagne (5), are cbmpofed fometimes of the king's, or 
emperor's names ; even though the name be written at length 
on the obverfe of the fame piece, Neverthelefs, I can agree 
readily with Mr^ Thwaites and Mr. Walker, that by the cypher 
in this piece, the name of the place where it was coined was' 
intended to be exprefs'd. There are many examples in Monf. 
Le Blanc of that name's being placed in the area of reverfes,^ 
and even in a monogrammatical form. That the cafe is fo here 
is abundantly clear from a fimilar coin, both as to the obverfe 
and rcverfe, of the late Dr. Mcad^ where the rcverfe is thus, . 



(1} VVilk^r, Ni C*nil. [2I AiTcr Mene'v. p. 58. Flor.Vigorn.p.Mjt, 593. 
l^) As alTo o( the Compiler ot the Hi&ory of theCity ajtd Coun^ of Norwich, 
jbd. Svo. p. 6. {+j Hill, of Norwich, p. 6. (iTU BUnc, p. 88. 
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Here, you obfirve, the minter hat takqfn care to flur his natoc, 
•-ffilfftan, along with the cypher, from whence it is very cvi- 
liisnt, that the name of the place of coinage muft be denoted 
by the typher; nothing elfe can poflibly 'be fignified by it. 
; Whence I infer, that our cypher, which fo much refenibles 
this of Dr. Mead*s, muft be dejigned for the fame purpofe, 
though the name of the minter happens here to be, by fome 
means or other, omitted (i). In^furthcr confirmation of this, 
1 beg leave to obfervc, that a coin alfo in moft admirable prc- 
fervation, of which my moftlrefpe^tible friend Mr. Duane has 
been pieafed to favour me with tlic following plate, exhibits 
likewife the minter's name, with the n;ionogram, viz. 
TILE VINE above, and MONETA below. This name, on a 
fine coin of Egbertj in the poffeffion of the feme ntoft wortl^ 
and communicative gentleman^ is written TILVVINE, a 
particular which I mention for the iake of ascertaining the 
rcauingjof it on the former picce^ . 
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The qnefflon then is, whether the ancient name of North- 
umberland, or of the city of Norwich^ be contained in the 
monograni. Mr. Thwaites reads it EiviTaa nordvh:, but they 
muft have better eyes than I, that can find above half of thofe 
• letters in this cypher. N and O are vifible, but who can dif- 
cover R D v^E, letters highly effential in the full name of this 
city) the firft at leaft is. And in a cypher of this anticjuity^ 
to denote to ns the Saxon name of the city of Norwich, the 
leaft one could expedt would be NOR, for with fewer than' 
them, the defignation of the place would be vague and defi- 
cient. For the (kme reaibn I rejeft the pther conjecture of- 
Mr. Walker's, Nortbumbria, for here again we may rea£bnal)ly 
expedVthe letters NGRD or NOR, and yet we don't perceive an^ 
R in the cypher. 

(i) Quaere, Whether the Cottorr-Pbnny had not the minter*s name, but 5c- • 
uig much defaced, oppefhapt illegible, Speed' was obliged to omh it V 

O 2 Now 
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Now in regard of what I haye to offer^ kk lieu of the M^ 
verted and di^roved interpretations c^ thefe gentlemen, I db^ 
ferve firft, that the reverfe in Speed, from whom aU the other 
authors have taken it, appears to me to be turned upfide down; 
this I gather from the reverie of Dr. Mead's and Mr. Duane's 
pennies given above, where the letters of the mint-mafter's 
names plainly (heW that the upright ihould be thus, . 




A 



I apprehend next, that the parallel line which conneds the firfl: 
upright ftroke with O, is erroneoufly added, either in Speed's 
type, or in the original. Dr. Mead's coifi. and Mr. Duane*s 
wanting that tranfverfe line* jdly, that the{e ancient cyphers 
generally begin with the firft letter on the left hand (i). 
Wherpfore the feveral letters comprized in this monogram 
feem to be LONDI or LONDCI, to be interpreted, the firft 
LONDInium, and the fecond LONDinium CIvitas ; I prefer 
the latter, as CI is a common abbreviation of Civitas (2), 
which, in the barbarous Latinity, fignified the town with its 
buildings ; a ienfe which it perpetually obtains upon the 
coins (3)^ It wUl be allowed, that one ilroke or line in a 
monogram may ferve to two purpoles; this being a kind of 
principle, upon which the combination or alligation of letters, 
in this (hort and concife way of writing, is in a manner found- 
ed ; therefore we are not to wonder, that the curve (hould both 
be a portion of D, and alfo be a C turned backward; the in- 
verting of a letter is a liberty which the monogrammattft 
will often claim to be indulged. I am aware of no objei^ion 
to this method of analyfing the cypher, except that the city 
of London at this period of time was ufually written with U, 
iand even on the coins : But to this I reply ; though the Saxons 

(1) Le Blanc, p. 88. 97. 

{2) Le Bfanc. p^iTin). Sir A. Fount, ix, S* Petri moneU, No. 6. II. Athelfian, 
No. 2. 

(3) Le Blanc, p. 30. Lcrd Pembr. Part iv* Tab. 2. Sir A« Fount. Tab* xx.. 
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cnrrMftlf Wrdte it trith U (i), yet in Latin the natx^ was 
eontitiobly given with O, fo Tacitus (2), the Itinerary (3)^ 
the anonymous geographer of Ravenna (4), Venerable Bede (5)» 
and the ttionks many of them (6), and the language of the 
coins was at this time very often Latin; and it is remarkable, 
that on three coins of king ^thelftan, the grandfon of our 
iElfrcd^ we find the name of the city of London written 
with O ; and on two of them» it is defcribed in the fame 
language, with the fame abbreviation, and the very fame 
number of letterst as in our latter expofition, LOND CI (y), 
which I efteem a great confirmation of the truth of it. I am 
ienfible there is much room for fancy in refolving monograms, 
and therefore do "not prtteUd to controul or prefcribe to the 
judgment of others : Gentlemen have the fame liberty to diffent 
from me, and to indulge their own imaginations, as I have 
afiiuncd in departing from the former expobtions of Mr. Walker 
and Mr. Thwaites. All therefore that I propofe is, to offer a 
conje^ur^, which, i am perfuaded, will appear to be plaufible 
tajimti and, (hould it be true, will prove to us, in conjunct 
tion, however, ' with the other evidence before given, that the^ 
coin was made at London, and confequently was a penny of 
Alfred the Great, and not of Alfred of Northumberland. It 
was coined pMbably by MVE^in, who, as it (hould fecm from 
the beau^ of th^ piece. Was one of the king's beft workmen. 

Having thttc^ ^arly and firHy, as we hopei» afiured the coin 
to ^fred the Gfcat^, we xmy de/cant with ^me certainty on 
the omanoents of ovr king's heads, as ufed in the Saxon ages. 
Mr. Hearne would willingly make the diadem, as it appears 
here, an' argunient; for attributing the piece to this monarch : 

* Not now to ifjAfti* fs(ys he, ^ upon the wreath which incircle^ 

* die head, aAd h tnwt aCTceaoIe to the times of Alfred the 
^ Great, than thdfe of j£l^ed king of Northumberland ; and 
^ for that reafbn Mr. Selden, in his Titles of Honour, mentions 



i) Cbron. S^. |^iBi9« BiftopGib&iT, there. Lambarde, Top. Did. 
|2) Tacitas, hnxi^. ^y. ^^li* (S) Antpnint Itincrar. paffim. 

[4) Raven, p. SbS". Edit. Gronov. (5) Bcda, I. 19. II. 3. 

(6) Uflerii Brit. Ecclcf. Antiq. p. 32. 38. Heartie in Scl. ilia. viii. in Append, 
p* 35* Maicland's Hiflory of London, p. 1 7. 

(7) Sir Andrew Fountaine, II. No. 2. 4. 
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*it as his^ and places it amongft hts otiy^r pl^csv^jdot^.^oijat^ 
^'cerning coronation in the Wjef^ern /parts ^tcr.tbe times o£ 

* Charles the Great (i)/ But the .argument is^ ^rurely* . veryr 
weak; for the older the prince,^. the more likely are we t<> find 
the plain fillet or diadem ; Mr. Heame does hin[^elf acknow-* 
ledge as much> p. 200^ where Sit John Sp^Jman I^^tviqgi dblir* 
vered himfelf thus, * I; know not why^ we.niay:not.coqjei9:urc 

* that the king (being l^y the return^ o£,his JEaft-India £hip 
'- Aored with many. eaA.ern flonea^ anfl by hi^ eXpecial induftryl 

* upon that oqcafion provided alfo of workmen), probably iFcll: 
^-upoh the compofingof an imperial.cr,own>. which though noj 
*'of the form, &c,' , He conaments uj^qp ity * this fi^ not 

* appear f/om any author but H^r|>sfidd|^..MK)(^,^fr9i}0L;biSi^ 

^ in which his head^ is circled wijcha>iitBpl^«diadern ftftqr the 
^-common and ancienteft faihion^ in other countries/ jHut 
though this ornamdnt will not ferve the^ purpofe Mr. Heaf nc 
would have it, by contributing to fix the coin to vi^lfred the 
Great, in preferencje ^to ^Ifred of Northuniberland». yet wo 
learn from it, that the plain diadeof wsaf ncny ilfed.. Apd.Iam 
well perfuadedj^ that the monarch^ of Englaiui^ in vthefe. times 
had no fuch thing as an imperial crpwn.^ Tl^is coin iti a 
good evidence a^ te kingiElfred,, efpieciaVy, if it was minted 
it the end of his.^eign, as, totjudg€ifr9ai..tbe vifage, on« 
would think, it was ;-.and. his fon Edward,^ | <>b|ferve>. has juft 
fiich another fillet upon his he^d. ; Sufdy#.*jf. tji^fe two gieat 
and flourifhing pjinces wore not a.clofe iipperial. crOwn, on« 
has no reafpn lb tbinlsL.that any of the mooafcbs,^ their prede-^ 
ceffors, did. ., . ' • . *. 

Before Ifinally difinifs this ounous peniiy». JrihaU bog }eavtt 
to make one. obfervatipn mprc^. a /mall inatterj^ indceai^/of 
hfelf, but will be. attendfid with conli^qv^ncps of fomelfighi''- 
ficance. Gentlemen incline to take thf mark, in the anoabf 
the obyerfe, to be the. fioifliing letter of the legend or infcrip^ 
tion, which they conceive to be, iELFRED REX, but I have, 
not ohferved, fuch coninKMi- words* as REX runflirig enjiri this 
n:!anner into the middle df a coin {2)1.1 don't.recfofle^ afingler 

ii) HcarnCtJnSpcIovLifeofiElfrcd, p. 164* * ' ' 
(2) The cafe-is very diffd-ent in the prelatical^coiAt>f*V'igmund^\mentioned lA 
ilw; EflVy ^p, 55., : » 

inftancc 



ftiftahoc tiftht fort, dii the contrary, RE for REX, even wliere' 
ihere is- good rodrii for tfee laft letter, is frequent (i )^ In otlicr 
«iies, where thierd Is not Ipaciiuffictcnt for the whole ftile, 
Ae matters fcut' as tAufch as they icSn, and omit the reft, as in 
Camdeii, Tab, I. iji 34/ IV i'/.^ni. 19, &€.* aiid will fome- 
tibies leave 4 letter irhfiniJfhM, as is '6ftcn- done tven in the* 
fpecie of WilHam'the Conqueror. I am of bpinibn, to be brief,' 
rfiat we ought to feek for a difFerdnt meaning in rcfpddl of this* 
mark, -aftd that it wasiintended *for a Crofs. Vtry few of the 
Saxpn' coins evcFwarit thecrofs; it Would have been thought* 
Uptons in tbofi ddys^ to oihit thfaf moft cfleritial ofejeCt of rfeli^' 
gibn : Perhaps tM^ imagine withal, -h might ha\^e fome influ*- 
6nce on their dealings^ by rendering men more juft and honeft; 
or at feaft, that it might Contribute to fecure: the fpecie from 
dipping, or other fi^uduleni prAlftices. Bat whatever the rea- 
ft>ns for it might be/ it was ihnoft ageneraF rule For tliecrofs* 
to make 16 Appearance foracwhere oh the Saxon ^de; it was 
cet-toinly To iri this reign, and the next, 2sA is always placed' 
ih the area of *^th'e piece*(:4). But the ufual place bcrn^ occu*-' • 
pied in this penny by the king's head*^oh one {ide,\and by the 
ihonogrArh^ cri the other^ the engravir thbught fit to put the: 
deluded crofs into tHa;t bbrner. - F(>r. thaf the mark in quefliort 
i's an imperfedl'crofs, and intended for Tuch, appears fromf a 
fimilar mark on a coin of -EtHeli-ed'iL^ (3), and ion another erf 
Cnut (4); fee'alfc BirtAricr^s Th'efaur. N'umm.' Streo^-Ub^hi* 
Tab. ¥• AlBcrfus, No, 1:^2.- %. The mirk bfeing, in . theft 
eKampTes^ ihrbftirito' 4n/'ajAg?e of t^^ there was hot room* 
for a iperfdft 'dccuffiitioA. - In No. j^' of Sir A .• Fouh bine's firft* 
table, the crbft is entirely wanting on the head fide', for'tW 
fame reaibn^ viz; becautc tWi area is filled with other matter^,* 
but then there are ndlefstllah three oh the reverfe. But^hert* 
ii ^one on the reverfe 'of- the piebe lindef eonfiUei-atiom ^ 

* Wow'tbc erois'fo'tfriiVefftMy prevailing 6n 'our ancient money*,* 
and genet^y vef^ eohlprcuoufly oh /the *fpetie of iElfrdd and* 
Bdward, has givdt occafion' to manyillufidn^ and proverbial ^ 
fayingiis aniongft^MS, fomjeof which it may not be improper or 

(0 S^dcHf Tab.»L,Np^a^,aa.. ... . ; ) 

(4) £xcept one piece of Edward, No, 51, in. Sir A.jFountainc, ^ , . . i? 
(3)^ Sir A. Fouotaine, No. 30. ^ (4) Ibid^^o. 20, 

* unpleafing 



unpleaiing to mention* The toiling ua ^rofs andPUi (i), hi 
a game of chance very i;omtpQn]y ufea, yet Idon't rempin^ci^ 
to havie feen any where a ration^ folutipn of dn terma, Tia, 
a game of antiquity* being ai^n^ned bv 4"^^ Vi&or (2)» and, 
Macrobius (3), but much older thfn tneir timesp as is plain, 
from their accounts of it. 'Tis generally {^ay'd with xnaaey» 
but in regard to a great dqal of our {>refent fpecie, whereon 
there is no crofs any ^vhere, the name of this paftime, though. 
weU enough underftood as to its meaning* is fpctremelyampro-* 
per* and as to the reafon and ground of it, uniatc;lligible. In 
r^ard to another part, of our profent co^,. where there iir 9 
crofs on the reverie, the expre^on is ilill more impi^Qpqfr* and 
even abfurd* for by the ^vofy , wf; always mieaii the hieadiido 
or obverfe of a piece* and by fiih thf reverie i avd yc% ever 
i?nce the Norman Conquj^il* and before*, the large cro& haa 
always (to,ijpeak,in general) been placed) on the teverfes^ For 
the ofiginal of the gratis we ow^ therefor^e recur 40] the c)oie; 
of the ninth and the beginning of the tenth centviryi when*, as 
^p^ars from the coins of iGi£red the^ Great aod Edward the 
Elc^rj^: thi^ large crois was th^ oby^fe of the co^n* ar^df occu?^ 
pie^ generally the plac^ o^ the Jcihg's head. At tojs tinM» the* 
qxprdllon was plain- and proper* as cpnfiftc^. with ^ the farm, 
^d/a^ion of the coins; t^ ^pins sind the {^licaie mutiip^ly 
explaining one another^ ^But what is pile t This ieeins to be 
involved in; more difiiculty^than the former* and indeed of a 
later ejotradtion^ J fuppofe we bon'o wed., t^ from .th« 
French (4); and aiSr to tnev mean ijug of r it* M. Menage writes*. 
^ C^nt ao mot Pile pour le revers de lay mcmnoye* J'ay apprise 
^ des memoires du Sieur de CleraCf iuf l(;s ancient poids et 
^ monnoyeS de Cuyenne* qui m'ont ei^ commnniquez manu- 

* fcrtts par M. Ju jPi^*r qu'U amroit pris fon origine de la figure 
^ d'une Pile couchee ibus les arme^ de la viUe de BourdeauXr et. 

* qui eilioit empeinie fuf; le revers du ibu Bourdelois (j^.' He 
iays* it rook its name from a pile placed under the arms of tfa^ 
^ity rof Bourdeaux put on the rev^fes of their money; 

f 1) Dodflcy'&Piays, ix. p. 351, (a) Aur. Viaor.ileOrig. Gent. tloOLC. 3. 

(3) Macrohii Saturn. I. 7. 

(4) Andr. Schottus ad Aur. Vifior. loco cieato, MenagCt Origmes df !k tsiague 
FfiMc. V. Pilate* (ii^ Menage, Ibid. 
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The Croft again was no cafual mark or ornament, but in- 
tended to be a real reprefentation of the Crofs of Chrift, as 
appears from the word C^ VX on feveral of the pennies of 
Ethelred II. Cnut, &€. and that our authors, and cuftoms, and 
forms of fpeech, are perpetually alluding to it in that fcnfe. 
So Pierce Ploughman, Paflus 15. fol. lxxxv. 

■ • The crownc (lands in golde 

*' Both ryche and religious, that rode they honour 

• That in grates is graven, and in nobles^ 

• For covetous of that Croffiy men of holy kirke 
^ Shal turn as Templars did/ &c» 

Hence arofe afterwards the cuftom of fwearing by the crofs 
opon the coin, as Dodfley's old Plays, Vol. III. p. 28. ** All 
'' the while his money is lofing, he fwears by the Crofs of this 
^ Silver^ and when it is gone, he changeth it to the Hilts of bis 
^ Sword i^ znSi p. 30. * Yes, this is the firfl game; but h the 
* Cro/s of this Sih/er, here's all of five pounds.' From hence 
• too,- comes the fayirig of tie DeviPs dancifig in people's pbckets^ 
when . they are^ emp^» viz: becaufe then there was no crdfs 
there, which, as was then belie v'd, would infalltj^ly keep him 
out. This is< the genuine meaning of this expreHion,^ for in 
iLylie's Buphuef/ p. 148, we have thefe remarkable words, 
^'But now my barretl of gold, which pride fet abroach, love 
*' began to fet a tilt,, vtrhich in (hort time ran fb on the lees, 
•*that tbe'Devil daunced in the bat tome, 'wbere be found never a 
^Crojfe.* So the Poet Skclton, p. 71. 

^ and his pouche 



Dovy41 might dance therein for any crowhe.* 

KnANaJhy. in the Supplication of Pierce Pennilejfe t7 the Devily^ 
makes Pierce fay, •* Where as your impious Excellence hath 
^had the poore tenement' of his purfe any time this halfe yeare' 
*Jor ymtr dauncing fchote^ and he (notwithftanding) bath re-^- 
••ccived no penye nor croile^for farme/ &c. Grofs beremeans-^ 
generally.^ piece of monty^ for the fame rcafon; as alfo it does 
ifa the declaiation of the frontilpiece to Dr. Fuller's Holy 
War. 

P • Firft 
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' Firfl: Europe bids your obfetvation ftay 

^ Upon a purfe of gold (warre's furcft nerve) ' ' 

* Whcyfe ev'ry ^roffe is intcrefs*d to fcrvc 

* Tth' holy warre. The gain, alas 1 no more - 

* Then croflcs gules inftcad of crojfes or.^ 

Hence too comes the crojjing the band of a gypfie^ mentioned 
in the ^peStatar^ No. 1 30. by which is meant, patting ^ piece 
of money into her hand, without which flic wiM not utter her 
predidions. Hence alfo we fay, a man has nat a penny to blefs 
himfelf withy and, he has not a crofs in his pocket. Crofs (lands 
for money in general, in Skelton, p. 72. 

■ * I have no Coyne or Croffi^ * 

and p. 205. 

* Of a Peny, nor cf a Croffe/ 

And fo Nafh, p. 4* ^ For v^ crojfes ^ im^s<9r fiftonoa that I 
^ carry about mV meaning ^money. . Seelum.«lfi>9 p. 7. 

To make an end. Sir Roger, in the Scarr^ui uady^ A. I. 
caUs.. Wclfbrd's phriftian nsuae hi« £a^ # CMfiiamty, He 
anfwers, wittily, 

* What's that, a Crofs? There's a Tcftcr,* 
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DISSERTATION 11. 



©ft Mr. Thbrefliy's famous Unid, fuppofect to be a 
Coin of St. Edwin, fhcwing it to be a Penny of 
Ejd-ward the CoNFE&fioR, whercin a Plan for r?-f 
engraving Sir Andrew Fountaine*s. Tables of th« 
Saxon Coins, is ihfertcd. 

IHave ofteh tl^oiigIit» tiiat tbe re^engraving of Sir Andrew 
FooAtaine's TaUes' of the Ahglo^Ss^ons coins^ which arc 
now crooded at^ the end of i* l^ge wsork of Dr. Hickes'f 
(i), with his Commentary, and tboTe of other gentlemen who 
Have either occafionally,. or pro&fledly^ contributed to their 
illudration,, would prove a work both ufeful and entertaining. 
Such a defign would very properly connedt with Mr. Folkes's 
plates^ and their Supplement^ publiihod by the gentlemen of 
the (bciety of Antiquaries, Lond« 1763, Quarto. And if to^ 
Sir Andrew's Tables, which are ten in number^ as many more: 
were added j as would contain the coins of that feries difcovered ' 
fince the year 1705, with the ncceffary comments j byway of^ 
fupplement, the money ailairs of this nation would receive all 
the light and 9U the ornament they may i«em to be capable of, . 
and would be in a manner complete. 

The defign, it muft be confefs'd, is large and extenfive, . 
and woidd require fome learning and fonrxe application; as the 
undertaker ought to give an account of the performances of 
'the feveral gentlemen that have gone before him^ Mr. Speed, 
Mr. Walker, . Mr. Thorelby, Sir A. Fountainc, Mr. Thwaites, . 
&:c. as Ukewife to prefix fome neceffary preliminary diflerta- 
tions i on the uiefulnels of the work in genera] ; on the ieveral i 
methods employed for determining with certainty to what reigat 

{'!') Thefiiuritt Ling. vett. Scptentr. Tom. II. 

P2 the 
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the TcfyeHirt piecee belong; on the materials of which the 
Saxon fpecic confifted, with the dififercnt denominations there- 
of, either as ufed in account, or in actual payments^ and on 
the manner of difbuding larger fums ; on the weight and wcrk- 
manfliip of the coins, the number of the mints, and the places 
where they were fixed ; in whom the power of coining wae 
anciently vefted, and more efpecially the rank and condition 
ef the mint-mafters, whom, there is reafon to think, our au- 
thors are perpetually mifreprefenting. 

Thefe, and the like amufing and necefTary particulars, ought 
to be previoirily difcufs'd; and then as to the diftribution of 
the work, the feveral -coins of every reign ought to be brought 
together into one plate and placed at the head of the reign* 
and every piece numbered. Supposing then the celebrated 
umc of Mr.Thoreiby's, which he, with the approbation of many 
gentlemen, confers upon St: Edwin, and efleems.it the oldeft 
penny extant, to be the 48tb piece of Edward the CoofeiTor, 
^s we hope to prove it ta be, the commentaries upon it may be 
■placed mih according to the order x>£ time. 



48. R.T. <i). 
Walker on Camden, Tab. IV, 38. 
•* The 38th is Edwin Rex} thisfeems to have been the glo- 
rious king of the Northumbers. . . . his converlion fell out in 
the yeat of Chrift 627. The reverfe is Sefwel m Eeferwtc" 

Sir Andrew Fountaine. 
" EDVIN REX in averfa parte. SEE VEL ON (de) EOFEP- 
wic, hodie York, Cenfet Walkerus hunc nummum ^)eaare ad 
Edwinum Northumbrtas regem j quod fi verum fit, Saxcwiico- 

( I ) Tbcfe, the initials of Mf. lUlph Thorefry'i nuDe, ue added, to (bnr ^ 
authorit}' of the coin. 

rum 



tnm omnium nommoruin, quos novimus^ antiqniffimtts eft* 
]. Num. 38* Tab« 8 vs. (1) in Britannia Camdoniana*"' 



Mr. Thwaites. 

'* SKBVEL. ON EOFOR^ic, Seevel of Yorlc. Hinc ISavffiorum fa- 
miiia, fiquidem Eioracenfis per setates fuerit.'' 

Mr. Thorefcy on Camd. Tab. IV. 38. 

«''edv(W)IN rex Ahglprum. Rcverfe, seevel on EOFBRfic 
This moft rare piece i$ juftly fuppofed to be the and^iteft of 
^ny piece aov in being of tlie Englifh nation ; and Seevei {2\ 
the nobleman upon the reverie^ may very well be prefum'd to l>e 
one of the anceftors of the ancient and honourable family of 
the Saviles, of which Sir JoAnp afterwards lord Savile» and 
father to the earl of SufTeXj was the firft ald/^rman of Leeds, 
which place had been the feat of the kings of Northumber- 
land, after diis Edwin's martyrdom by the P^ans, &c. (3)/' 

Mr. FraAC« Drake. Eborac. Append, p. cm. & civ. 

'* Under the Saxon government in Britain, we have undoubted 
teftimony of a m^nt at York, both in their heptarchical divi- 
iion of this kingdom, and under their univerfal monarchy. 
Nor were the DaniHi kings amongft us fo'long, without leav- 
ing us feveral fuch evidences as the former* In the heptarchy, 
though I have great reaibn to afcribe every coin, the Northum* 
brian kings ftruck, to be done at York ; yet I have been fo 
cautious, as to take and engrave none, but what have the name 
of the city evidently upon them. The firft which I think 
proper to mention, though it ftands at No. 29.. in <he plate, 
IS the coin of Edwin the Great. This c«irious piece is repre* 
fented in Sir Andrew Fountaine's Tables, at the end of Dr. 
Hickes's Thefaurus Linguarum, (xc Tab. VIIL and in the 
laft edition of Camden, Tab. IV. No. 38. It is an tmk of 

(1) 4t«. 

(2) Scuia wss a minter of Edward Confefibr, at York, as I learn from a coin 
of Mr. Wbtte*t, fouod near Peterborough, A. 1759, and qvaere whether he be 
not the fame perfon, under a different orthography, with Seevel or £ceueL 

(3} See alfo Thorefby's Mufeunn p* 140. 

very 
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of wry ^tti rtrity and worth i twing'ltif Mictenltft ooki o£^ 
the Saxon moncyy knowii io iht comuASkm^ in this vMy^ It 
is probable this coin was ftruck at York> after Edwin became 
univerfal monarch ; the iaicri])tidh BDVIN REX A. or Edwin^ 
Keg. Anglorum inyplykig no lefs* Be^e iaforining uSf that he- 
was the firii Saxon monarch who filled himielf king of Eng^ 
UJkmen. On the reverfe of this fair coin is read SEEVEL ON 
EOFERwic^ or Seerely (the mint^mafter) at York. I (Ball 
not follow my countryman, honefi Mr. Thorefby's notion, in 
afcribing the great ahtiqdity of the name and familj^ of SavUe: 
in Yorkffiire, to this miht-mafter j that ancient famiW heeding;- 
no flich ftraincd efForis to denote its antiquity. 1 ihail onlj^ 
take notice, how early the Saxon began to corrupt the Roman;! 
name Eboracum, and barbarize ii ihto fheir own aialedt. This< 
iiamfc however ftuck to the cltyy, with littl^ variatioh^, quite: 
through the Sukon government id tilis ifli&ndl 

In this order the annotatioj^s, already printec^^/may ber 
commodioully pUced; after Which the new commentator^^ 
who would fucceed thefe expert medalifts,. with any^ tolerable 
degree of applaufe,. ought m the firft place lb delivef . the cha-- 
reaerifUos-of bvtry reigni, £0 far as it/can he donb y that is, he 
ihduld ^ecify the mannerrof frmty prirtee'b Mo<iey> the oftho--^ 
|;raphy of hi$ name„ the form of tht letters then in uie,. with< 
eviery other particular peculiar \o that age, or that: may ftrte 
to appropriate the money, to (hat prince with certainty ; . a poitttr 
of me firil and vdbtt important cotafequence* He ought alio to< 
have regard to the homonynftous* princes^ their age> and ther 
figure or matmer of their refpe<9:ive cohis. AfMdr this,, he will' 
diink it iioediltl to travel through, the (Hvieral pieces one by om,^ 
wmarkthg the ohfervables, clearing the difficulties, . re^ifying^ 
lire miftaket of his predecdTors where diere are any> and doiDg 
^very thing,, in (bort, that n>ay dontribute to the iuuAr^Uion. of 
Ae piece, or make, his work perfed. In the reig»< before a^« 
I.cati'conceive him {frQCfi;eding 10 ibrae ludk-maiwer as this thatr: 
fiollows^^ 

« The fpecie of Edward: ^the Confeflfar is very, pkntiful: 
Mr. Walker engraved a great many^ more than he was. aware 
of, for as he no wherew flu^ateis^ niore tbaA in this reign,, he 
Wfongs^ the prince, every now. and then, byv giving his money 

away 
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aw;»y from him. He liad feeo^ however, more ^n he has 
•en^iit'd^ Sir A* Fountainc has adjudged 47 to this Edward » 
and I have reafon to believe is right in every iQngle piece ; an^ 
indeod now we are come down fo near the Norman Coi;ique{i:, 
one may exped: the greater clearnels and certainty $ fuch notes 
and marksy as may afcertain the coins to their proper owners 
with confidence and alTurance.. 

'* It was not confident with Sir Andrew's intended brevity 
to jgive reafons ; but it may be proper for us to do it here» . 
that gentlemen may fee upon what grounds of evidence the 
mone^ of the Coo/efTor ftands. This.tafk is, moreover, be- 
come perfedly neceflary,^ by reafon that Mr. Thorefby, fince 
Sir Andrew wrote, has very unfortunately unfettled and per- 
plexed this affair. 

" The ConfeiK>r*s money is of nine forts. The general 
jnarks that runs throiigh them all are, £rft, a mod^rp way of 
fpelling either in the £rft or fecond, and fometin;ies in both 
the fyllables of liis name, EadwarJ, Edfwaerd, EidwarJ, Ed^ 
V^erJ, according to the. obfervatiojQ of the late moft ^c^cped ^-^ 
Jbiihop of London, in his Prpface to the Saxo^i ChcoQicle^ 
where obferving that the hiftory qf the ;tranfa!dipns in xhote 
apnals, from the death of king ^fred to the Confe^qr's ,age, 
was penned by perfbns who had an exaA ^Imawjledge ol* themt 
.and confequentty were living in the times; he has theie words, 

* Rem eandem confij^mant virorum npmina; qua^ non alio 
' modo in Chronica Saxonico icribuntur, quam ipci£i in numi/^ 
^ matis confpicimus : quod vero Idioma S^onicum in ea parte 
^ quae vitas tradit Hardacnuti ac Edwardi Confeflbris, baud 
^ parum immutari incipit^ ac rejedtis vocalibus, fyUabis item 
' quibufdam, ad noftrum efFerendi morem pauUatim vergere, 
^ id etiam pro nobis facit. lis enim temporibus reVera mutari 
' caepiife, teftem habemus .Edwardi ConfefToris nqmifma, in 
^ quo regis iftius nomen EDPARD exeratur ; cum tameiL 
^ nominis origo et antiqua fcriptio EADPEARD poftulent. 
' Ejufdem numifmatis pars averfa, in qua LEFViN^ fi:riptuqi 

* confpicitur pro LEOFPINE, idem teftatur/ The coin his 
lordfliip refers to, is in Camden, II. i8. where the podic has 
LEFPINE, and I am of opinion the iaaie name, with the 

fame 



feme orthography, ought to be rcftorcd to Sir A. Fountame; 
Tab. VI. Eadward I. where at prefcnt it is read REFPINE; 
It is not to be fuppofed, that the old way of writing was left 
off uniyerfally, and every where, in an inffant j it was probably 
a work of time j wherefore it is fufficient for the prelent pur- 
pofe to fay, they began at this time to innovate ; otherwife we 
have LEOFENOD and liefnod and leofric in this reign, and; 
L120FPINE and LEOFRIC in the next; The king'Srname on the: 
face-fide of the coin his lordfhip points at, is, EA-DPARD*, 
as^ it is on the Confeffor's broad' feal (•!)>;. but the argument 
and the obfervatibn is not the lefs juft, fihce the latter fylkbli^, 
though not the former, is modern, and that upon other pen- 
nies we have it Edward and Edwerd. Thcfe approximations 
to the prefent mode of fpelling being found agreeable to that 
part ot the Saxon Chroniclt, wfiicH the Right Rev. Editor 
with great reafon efteems to Have been-penned intiieConfeflbr's 
own age, wiH ga a good way in appropriating thefccoihs^ to 
him. Before, we have it always without variation, Eadwig 
and Eadgar ; and iir thofe 23 pieces, ,whicK ought to be attrr- 
buted to Edward the Elder, and'whicfa carry a quite different 
afpeft from thefe in every rclpefl:; the name- is invariably 
written Ea^ivieard; and fo the Saxon Chronicle. P add^ that 
we may expert to find it given in the fame manner, whenever 
we hfave the pleafure of handling any money of Edward the 
Martyr, the fucceflbr of king E^gar, fbr the. Chronicle always 
calls him Ed^eard. As for the termimition weardf which is 
the mod ancient and genuine, andoffeis itfelf, as was juft" now 
rcjnarkedi onalf the coins of Edw. I. Idifcover it not once in 
All this numerous tribe of coins. Wt^ have fomething like it, . 
'tis- true; iti Sir A'ndrew Fbuntaine^ IV. 5. and* in- that of 
Cimden, H; 26^.. but in the other pieces die run is fo general. 
in the- more modern-i^ray, and triat not only in the king's 
name, butin the miht-mafler's Elfwerdi thiatthey are not to 
be accounted! of 1^ the broad* feal; has it' al&j on both fides^^ 
nvardl 

( \^ Speed's Hiftorf. 12 wouM be proper for AeJConmentatoi^ who niaj haf e 
QCPiuon CO allege this feal for other purpofes, to caufe it to be engraved. 
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**'The Bpext gfenerftl rwspark f elates Id the Saxon P or W, 
wkich occi}r6 bat onpe iiir t^ whob ipebie of Edward the 
Slder» viz* Cantiden, IV * f 7* but here uniyerfally, except the 
poftic of Sir Aodre w t^pufrtainet VII. 43. and the broad feal^ 
This ch^ra^ler^ which by the way is nothing but V clofed at firfl: 
at the top V ( I )f and afterwards rounded for expedition and neat- 
oefs. Pj (the V .withthe Saxons and Romans haWng moftly 
the found and power pf W) cto)e not into ufe upon the coins 
tiJl itie ^gt 0^ £chelrfid £[. brother and^fucceiTor of Edward II* 
aii4 pof^feq^^tly all the.BdW&rdrCoins exhibiting this cha^ 
ra;£tjfer muft a^^pertaia^.to Edward III, or the Confeflbn 

^^ I obferve next» ithat the king's flile is Edward ReocAngloT 
runif which appearing upon many of thefe pieces^ not only 
aiTures the particular and individual coins to be the Confeflbr^s, 
biit all :the irefl; lifcewife of the fame [make and fstbric. The 
broad feal hft« on (both fides Ai^lorum Bafileus^ aiid not one 
|>enny of ^ktwadrd . thevElder prefents us i^ith this full ftile. 

^^ The reverfe«9 }Xi the fourth plact^ have moft of tbem a 
crofs with double lines of fbme fort or other, for the bettor 
direcStion of the Aieers Jn ^dividing the penny ibato two or four 
ptfts, in 'Order: to ni^^e h$ji%efipe, ftjid far^iog?* This deublo- 
lin'd crc^s was firil: ufedrin E^elc^ the IId!$. tmew Thofe 
pieces of tl^ ConfeiSbr tbfit waji^t it, as there ^are ibven that 
do, are confijrm'd ^o thi? pf ince J)y cert$(in. other vOtarks, as the 
iamenefs pf the mint-mafters s . the fiilKface, which is in a 
manner peculiar to this reigi^ iaireipe^f-I meafi;^ of the regal 
coins, as QpntradiftiQguiih'd to .ihe •prdbttieal ; or fbme other 
jdiferiminstive fiDgulafity $ thofe thaK Mve the i^rofs muft be- 
long to the Cotiid^r, there being no fuch on the fpecie of the 
other Edwajd, 01^. (Of king Edgar, the type of whofe money 
would pfobably he iiiut«tefl by the workmen of his fon, 
Edward the Martyr, ^ 

'^* Fifthly, the.:infcription. on the.rcverfe runs uniformly 
thus, jpoRR ON $oc^iRPlQ» or to that efied, which is co&Aant 
in this, the next, »dild i^n^e reigns ^er the Norman Conqueft. 

(i) As .you have it on the old feal of the church of Durham. Appendix to 
Dr. Smith's Edition of fiecie, p. 721. and in Sir Andrew Fountaine, Tab. VIII. 
Lodica* 

Q Gentlemen, 
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Cehtlemen, here and there, have adventured ta depart frcnr 
this Englifli form, in reading and interpreting the legends, by 
reviving the old word tnonethrius. - ;The particular cafes (hould 
be difcuifed under the parfi€ula^ eoins^ - In the nteaii tiine I 
iliall go fb far as to advance^ in general, that I cannot difcern- 
any manner of neceffity for admitting ^that antiquated word m 
any one inftance whatfoevcr. How different then^ is^ this epi- 
graphe from thofe of Edward the Elder, where we have the 
mint-^mafter's name alone, or only ^me abbreviation of the^ 
word monetarius joined to it. This mark,- it is prefumed, will 
alfo diftinguiifh the ConfeiTor's 'mon^y from that ofEidtward the 
Second, as it was far from, being th& general vogile either in 
Etbelred 11. or even in Ctiut's reign. 

" Laftly, the pkce of coinage is never omitted r whereas^ 
on the contrary, it isi hardly ever idferted^bn^ th© money of 
Edward the Elder 3* nor have we reafito to expert it often, ^t 
leaft not always, on the pennies of Edward^the Martyr^ which 
would* refemble th^ money of king Edgar, whofe ibn^ and fuc- 
ceffor he waa, 

"I have kept my eye all aldng in thefe remarks on Edw.IR 
-M well a&Edwda:d the Eldiar, for the fake of g^vkigeywy body 
' &tt$fa£tion s ^othenvifH they are not the cbins 'Of Edward the 
Confeflbr, but fome that^ beldng- to Edward the Elder, that. 
' Mr. Thorefby wtmld beftaw updfl ' Fdward the Mirtyr . . 

: " It appears,, upon tho niatter, that the ^ence of the three- 
Edwards before the Conqueft -Mfi with i^r^ more certainty 
difttnguiihed from one another j than thoie of the^ three firft^ 
after that ara aref, which ' i» chiefly owing (thoug;h not altoge- 
ther) to the former Three having 'rtigned- not in fucx:cflk)n, a«, 
the latter three did,^ but at < fome tlifi^ance of time% 

'^ Thefe are. the marks and charad^ers which bel6n^ to all 
the -Confeflbr 's money in general; but befides thefe, thefeveral 
fbrts^. if> number nine,- have notes of diftin£tion peculiar to 
themfelves,^ which, when^ all his fpecie is collected into their 
refpjsffcive- clafles, and each dafs is^confideced apart, will be 
token due notice of as they arife;** 

Here the feyeral claffes ibould be f^irmed, and the individuaT 
coios reviewed, with (iich obfervations a^ each.clafs aadeacK 

coin 
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coin may aflford*. When the Commentator arrives at the lunth 
clafs^ we may imagine him to proceed thus : 

** The ninth dafs, or fort, is Mr. ThoVefcy's famous unic 
of St. Edwin, which makes at prefent an. entire ipecies of it- 
ielf, .havifig a radiated crown, and no fcepter. The piece is 
curious, and well known to all the Anticjuafiesy as being 
extolled by the united fuffrage, ip a manner, of all our Anno- 
tator^, and moft able ConnoifTeurs, not only as an unic, but 
as the moft ancient coin .of the EngliQi nation. Were it of 
that prince thefe learned men afcribe it to, it would indeed be 
veryi antique, for, St. .Edwin, king of NorthumberUpd, , jiijd 
thp firft ^hriftian kipg of that country, w^om tjiey all copfejpt 
to favor with it, (though, ; methinks, Sir Andrew, Eountaiiie 
delivers himfelf wif h great caution , about it, quo^ajiverum 5^, 
&:c.) wa^ flain in the year 6339 almofi an yirhole century bc^fore 
any other coin ex,|ant; pf this kvi^s was ftruck., But | 4(n 
Arangely miftaken. if this jpenny, noty^ithft^ndin^ thefe ^ lofty 
pretcjtfioiis, and its. many powerful advocatps^.^one.of w^ioip, 
JVIr. Drake, wrote fo late ;as. A*D. 1756, dqcs nat belong, (o 
the rcign of th^ Confeflor., ; . _ , ,^ ., '^ , , 

, . ^f .You have the kipg^ b»^4 i^ profile \yith a i^adlated di^em, 
+ EU71N RE^ A* Walker and Sir Andrew omit the A, which 
is highly material, and is^v^ry plain upon the coin. ReVerfe, 
a fm^ll crofs, with; an annulet, in the area, f 8i:ejp:l on eoi^^. 
•* Edwin of JNorthiunbcrland took the reins of governmept 
A. 617, before either ^he pr his people were Chriftians, and 
indeed but few years after the arrival of Auguftine the monk ; 
and by fome it will be doubted, whether the Saxon alphabet, 
of wnich two letters, P and E, appear on this coin, was even 
: in being in that age (i). This is a violent prefumptipn 
agaiqft the antiquity of this piece (to take no notice of its 
terfenefs fo vaftly fuperior to all the Northumbrian coins now 
remaining, not one of which affords us the effigies of their 
prince, not during the heptarchy at leaft) wherefore may we 
not reafonably iniift, that gentlemen ihould give us fome proof, 
either from coins or authors, that the Saxon letters were Vheii 

(i) See what is Taid on the illiterate ftate of the Saxons in ottr Eflay, p.^s*^ 

Q^ in 



in ciHlrtice, Before' they require xHir'aflent to their opinion in 
favor of St. Edwin, 

** I raifc the next objcftion from the king's ftile ; for though 
it fliould be all6<ivcd that Rex Angli<r or Anghrum waS a form 
Ibmetimes ufed before the time of Egbert the Great, 'the 
founder of the hereditary monarchy (i); ahd that the North- 
umbrians were Angles, Which by no mfearti 'is clear (2), yet 
it is with the utmoft difficulty I can grant, that Edwin^king 
of Northumberland would be fo called upon any coin; his 
ftile probably wbuld liave'heen only Edivin Rex; howevet, 
lurere there to have bcfen any addjttbn,. there ^T'v'ould be na 
jnJtmds^ to exptft^hb wdrd AngTorum ih' ^th6* title, but Norths 
anij/kinrnfn^ jtift as the 'Mfr^cian kings WQfecaJled Reges 
Merctoruinf iind^ thelCentifh prindes Reges Cantii. ^This^ I fay, 
is i«^at nfiight mpft rcafonably be looked for upon the money 
of teis ^eprtarch, fbr 'though venerable Bede makes ^he Ptope 
^tferm him Kex Anglorum (3),'and<:alls hitnfo himfelf (4% 'tis 
'dnlV a groof of me inadvertence of authors in fiich matters,. 
Vrho> ^fe but too: much accYriloinfe'd to ufe the ftile arid mano^ 
of thei^own times (5),. and toputthe famd language into the 
mouths/of others. Of this wc have ar^flagrknt inftanctr in this 
very writer, who long before this, riiiikes ,Pope Gtt^oty dall 
fithelberr^' the firfl'Chriftian king of iterit, RexAnghf'um (8), 
and fo ftilcshim himfelf; and yet the inhabitants of {hat'kiirg- 
dom \Vere*h6t Angle/ hnt Jutes^^^Y^ ^^ **^^^ kings* were 
nevtr called otherwife iipon, the toins,^ tliiA Reges Cantit\: In 
a charter copied by Mr. Somncr fft)> Offa, -king" tjf M^la^ 
ftilcs himfelf RexAng/orum, a criterion fufficient of itfelf, in 
my opinion, were there no^ others, ta cdiiviA that pi^ce of 
ibrgery. To be ftiort, the cafe of. 4n hiftbrian,. whp flpuriihed ' 
an hundred years :ifter the^ime he wtites of, is cerfaihly very 
different from that of a king's putting his ftile bnhls own 
money, or his name in a charter,, when he is to be diftin- 

fl) Ripirr, jh 84* €t Annotfit.. ' (2) Idem^ p.. 32. (j) 'Bdite^-p; 8$v98. 
(4) Idem, p. 30. 87. loi. .. 

(5^ St. Edwin iiv'd almofl a whole century before Bed^ wrote his hiftorju 
(6) Bede, p« 72. (7) Stillingfleet, Antiq. Brit; Ch. p^ 3J(4. 

{i) Somner, Append, to Antiq. of Canterb. p. 41 • 

guifh'd 



« This coir 

ceptionSi cann 
utnberland; a 
our oMeft pice 
name of the 
whilft, ctfi th( 
die ago of Ed 
of the king's : 
Ea<lcr P J the 
entire for^ o 
worth obfeirii 
Confeifor's coi 
which appear! 
wife it does i 
mintrroark. of 
Edwaidf mini 
their ^rta. C 
field is, by tb 
two laft menti 
ments requifil 
Other money, 
no fuch note i 
to thfi City of 
mafter there, 
being conccrE 
however, we 
the reign of k 
appearance of 
ble argument 
Gonteflbr. 

" Another 
I. deduce froa 
Thorelby, fon 
was pleafed t< 
the weight of 
a fair penny, 

(t) Sir A.Foir 



[ 120 ] 

of the Confcflbr's pence in that colleflion, whereof one 
3 15 grains, and the other 15-^ grains, afid with a third 
Cottonian repofitory, which is perfe<a, and yet weighs 
; grains; it is No. 16 in the catalogue. No. 8 therti' 
s but 16. There is no other money lb light in thdfc 
abinets, except one very fmall piece of the Confcflbr's 
; Cotton-Colledtion, which is perfect, and yet weighs 
) grains (i). The inicription, as was remarked, is not 
11 the tafte and mode of the Confcflor'fi age, but I verfly 
5 the mafter, fiCEt^EL (a), to; be the fame With 6CVIAE, 
nade one of the Confcflbr's ctiins at York With an anna- 
the area ; Mr. Thoreiby himfelf efteemcd them the fame 

(3)- 
The grand and chief objection to Edward's title is the 

of the prince; for as to the abfence of the icepter, 
I I obferved above was wanting, many of the Coofeflbr's 
!s, undoubtedly fuch* have not that. And fo as to the 
:d crown or diadem, the ornaments of the Confeflbr's 
are various, as are thofe of Cnut^ Harthacnut, and 
d I. and a radiated crown is no more a fbange phceno- 
1 on the head of this prince, (fince we know it was for- 

ufed in this nation by Egbert his predeceflbr) (4), than 
on that of EHielred II. (5^ or of Ludica of Merck; 
; head is adorned with a double one (6). On the ancient 
f the church of Durham, made probabty in thds very 

king Ofwald wears juft fuch a crown as this fy). Thte 
ar, I fay, to Edward's claim, is the name of (he prince, 
I in Sir Andrew Fountaine's type is evidently EDPIN, 

dace .be confident is mifread. The laft letter but one 



the other ftroke, which appears plainly in the draught 

mden, IV. 38. being loft m the drapery of Sir Andrew's 

This makes it EDPAN, without any fenfe. You 



Sureljr It couU not be coined for a halfpenny ? 

I'his, as I remember, is the true reading* much diKcKnt from the type 

Thnrefby, in Miif,.No. 20 and 74. 

Sir A. Fountaine, VIIJ, Egbert, 2. (5} Ibid, II. ^ihelred, 31. 

At ieafl with a double number of rays -or poinls. 

Dr. Smith, in Append, ad Bedam, p> 73J< 

need 
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Adde.nda &. Corrigenda. 

P' 32. A Like head in profile.] Mr. White has htely pro- 
/A cured a fine penny with a bifliop's head and afuil 
facet but in other refpefls like this ; and we ■ 
embrace the opportunity of engraving it here. 



P. 3a. This number, from Mr. Weft's cabinet.] This rc^ 
verle is by miftake omitted in the plate, in its place, and tland» 
,at No. 6. 

P, 33. And the Differtation there. No. V.J add, 

JOHN MORT ON. 

This prelate, who had the fingular happinefi of uniting the 
two houfes of York and Lancafler^ and was a fagacious, pru- 
dent, ileady, and njagnanimous manj was tranflated from Ety 
to Canterbury. A. i486, and fat in the latter fee 14 years. I 
have here engraved an half groat of his, with an M in the 
center of the crofs on the reverfe, from Pkte III. No. 35 of 
the Supplement to Mr. FoJkcs's Tables, on the fuggeftion, for 
I had really overlooked it> of Mr. White, a gentleman weH 
Teried Id thefe matters, and whom I. ought always ta 
mention with refpedt. 'Tis a coin of Henry VII. and the M. 
is fuppofed, and with reafiin, to be the initial of Morton. 

P-4S- 
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p. 45. Peadragon was nt^ this prince*^ proper name, for 
diat was Vter.] According to Rapii^ !• ?• 39» his true name 
was nether the one nor the other, but both vfcte agnomifut of 
knu; Arthpr . , [ ' 

P. 46. Thefe particulars.] Gentlemen, I am fenfible, are 
very unwilling to admit that the Saxons' coined any gold i but 
iiirely this coin, in cpnjunflion with the Ji^igmtpid to be men- 
tioned below amongA the York coins, amounts to a clear and 
fufficient evidence of that fad. 

P. 47. We have not a fingle penny older than Mtbelmeard 
king of WeJ[ex, who acceded A. 727 or 728.] The like alTer- 
tion occuris el^where* grounded on a view and coniideratioa 
of the Saxm coins hitherto publiflied, which is all that could 
be expected from me. But fince the printiog of thefe fheets, 
M^- Wbittt a gentleman well fkiUed in thefe matter$, has fug- 
gefted to me %^ letter. ^^iMx.l.indegreeht a friend of his, is 
pofiefled of • a true and pcrfeft Saxon coin of Eebelbert's (and 

* in all* probability the firil of Kent) .... the king's head 
•greatly refcipbles my coin of Cuthredt Wd' like*ife one of 

* Qlffiis .'. . .. Uie reyerfe 18 like the Roman of the lower em- 

* pire, a wolf and two boys, ice." 




'This tioift &| pndovibt«dly rare and curious, and, by the, fa* 
vofir'of Mr. WBiti, Is here engraved. As to Etbelbert I. we 
have no rfiafon to think he coined any money, ar has been ap- 
giipd in our £^y», tC> which the Reader is referred. Eiht}' 
hert\\* began to ipcfn ilorie A. 748, and reigned ten ortwelvfe 
years, fo that the jlecc l^ moft likdy to be his. The arms of 
R Offa 
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Offa began to prevail in the Kentjjh kingdom fbon after the 
death of this Etbelbeg^,,znd CuL£r^J^^in^ of Kent was a meer 
tributary of the iWifrcfii^^i faOT,:.whidh may fecni fufficiently 
to account for any fii^ilitude belwientiujs EthelBerfs and Offds 
or Cuthred*s money. ^^ In regard^ to thfe rcvcrfe, a wolf with 
Romulus apd Remus^ this proves nothing in refpcdJ: of either of 
the EthelbertSf as Roman coins with that device wefre no doubt , 
perpetually difcovered at Canterbury in both their reigns, as 
even they are now ; and thfe moneyer, efteeming it a pretty 
fancy, might chufe to apply it. . After all, gerttlenien will 
pleafe to judge, as they think proper, of the antiquity of the 
Saxon coinage; I have given my opinion, formed upon the 
prefent ftate of things, but am willing neverthelefs to: leave the 
matter open, and to wait for future difcpveries. 

V. 50. Incerta Numifmata.] 'Add; with heads. \ ' 

P. 78. At 224- grains and lefs.] Mr. White, however, tells 
me he has feveral undoubtedly true coins of Edward the Con- 
fcflbr, which weigh from 24 to 25 and 26, and fome 27 
grains. Adding, thefe furely muft'have'paffed the weighed by 
accident or carelcflhels. 

P. 83. It. appears to me, from the words of king John, in 
the fixth year of his reign, UiiO. -i>ur archbUlu>p was the firft 
prelate that regained his right, after the year 1154.] This, 
howeVer, is an overfight, fince it does not elearly appear from 
thence, but from the words of kipg John in hi^ nrft yeaU givien 
imtnediately above, where reference is made tO' an id; m Ri- 
chard I. 

P. 63. Mints and exchanges are relatives, wherefore thefe 
words feem clearly ,to prove, thg^ /at that time, the fixth of 
John, the archbifhop of Canterbury was the only prelate that 
enjoyed his mint ; for furely if dthers* had been allowed to 
poffefs mints and exchanges, theirs would have been excepted, 
as well as the archbifliop's.J The infercnae here drawn is not 
juft, I confcfsj 
.Durham 

6th of John. 'Tis difficult npw, howeycr,, to inxagine a rca* 
fon why the archbKhop's exchange . alone (|iould be exc^ptied. 
I mufl: leave this to the fagacity ^\ tiie.rtadAr« .1 •- ^ 

p. 85. 



s nic arcnuiinop s.j 1 ac inicrenuc ocrc ursiwii is uk}\, 
nfefs, fince it is plain, from p. 84, that the bifhdp of 
had his privilege renewed to hipi hy Rich. I. before 
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P. 85. Cities and abbies.] Add; A precept in Nicholfon's 
Hift. Libr. p. 256, likewife informs us, that Edw. III. in veiled 
the monaftery at Reading with a like privilege. 

P. 85. Stephen and John.] Addf Henry III. and Edw. III. 

P. 87. Malicious Intention.] Add ; it was not my defign to., 
regifter in this work all the coins of the archbifliops of York, 
or of the bifhops of Durham^ whofe coins, from 2 Hen. III. 
to the reigi) of Hen. VIII. are numerous, ..and indeed ire 
.many of them extant in the prelatical feries of Mr. WhiteV 
cabinet. See alfo Folkes's Tables^ Plate VI. Plate I. ^and III. 
of Supplement, and Mr. Snelling's View of Silver Coin, p. 17. 
One cannot help wiftiing, on the occafion, that fome gentle- 
man of experience, who can have recourfe to cabinets. Dr. 
GifFord pr Mr. White, would favour us with an afleniblage of 
ail the prelatical coins, in two or three diftin£t plates. / 

P» CO. The country mints, it is intimated, did not coin 
halfpence and farthings after thefe began to be coined, but 
only pennies.] 3ee alio p. 32. For this I refer to Pinchbeck, 
in Battely's ^/^^^. to Antiq.^S. Edm. Burgi, p. i.^S^ where 
the words are very exprefs, * Verumptamen quia dtf obolo, vel 

* Ferlinges, loqui non indiget, guia tantunimodo in cambio Lon^ 

* donii componuntur^ £t na n nlihi ;, tamen de denafiis, &c.' But 
this notwithftanding, it feems to be clear from a precept of 
Edw. III. in the 12th of his reign, printed in bi(hop Nichol* 
fon's mft. Library, p« 256, that the abbot of Reading had the 
privilege of ftriking halfpence and farthings as well as pennies. 
The words are, ^ Cum . . • . conceflerimus . . . Abbati et mb<» 

* nachis de Radyng, quod ipfi et fucceflbres in perpetuuin ha-* 

* beant unum monetarium et unum cuneum ... ad monetam 
' ibidem^ viz. jt^m ad obolos.et Furlingos, quam.ad Sterlingc^y 

* prout moris eft, fabrlcandam et faci^ndam, &c.' whence one 
m^y fairly cqlledt^ that in Edward*s reign the fubordinate mints 
were impowered' to coin thefe fmall pieces ; and that they did 
it afterwards is plainly feen from the halfpenny of archbiQiop 
Warham, engraved in our plate,^ and fee Folkes's Plate VI. 
No. 26. Indeed^, if they were allowed, to iftrike peiuiies, what 
reafbn can be aligned, why they (hpuld be debarred front 
making lefler money ? ' , 

P. 99. TILVVINE fliould be TILEVIIE, according to the 
type, and is confequently an erratum. 
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View of ,^e Silver Coin atx! Coinage- of Eaglaa^ 
with Coppeivnates, in Bioards» i 2d 6d 

3. PiHQ of th^ Gold Coin and Coinage of Bngtaad, 9$ 

^, i ■ > ■ Copper Ceitt and Coinage of England^ i08 64 

ij., Miicellancons Views of CoiiiB ftruck by Engli(h rrinces in 
I I France -i-Cotinterfeit Sterlings— Ccnne ftruck by the 

■ ' Egft-India Company--Thofe in the Weft-India Colo- 

nies * — and in the Ifle of Man : Alfo, itf Pattern Pieces 
I ^ * of Goldt and SUrer Coins^ i Ds 6d 

J £, A View of the original Nature and Uffe of JettonSj^ or 

.Counters^ \}j;ith Copper-Plates, '7^ 6d 

t 6. A Supplement to Simons'^ Hift^ncal EflaQr on Irifii Coin^^ 

' I : . vith Plates^ 3^ 

^. A Vi^w of the Coins at this Time tUrreAt througboot 
i ' ' Europe, in t^ Plates 1 4«v in Svow 5&« in iAmo» 

^ 8. ,The Dodfine of Gold ihd, §ilver Cotoputation^; and the 

[,\ • Valuation of Oddn Silver,; and t^artin^ Aflays, 5v9» 
/ / ' ftwcdt 4^ * .1 . . 

{ . 9^ . Dr. Stukdky's Coini of ihfi tmifuii iritan King$» ipi 23 

Coppdr^Flfttcs^: 4tQ» i;Sf . 

• t Q. "' n "' ■ • A^sdalUo U ift. of Ora«tfii«[i ebiiip£eM> 1 1 ts 

* /,^ J. ' . •. , ■ , ^ — pjflertaiipii on Oritmg, ^8?i(e of Cdraufiusi 4s 

«j; r ta. Dr. Kennedy's two PiCertatiopf ^k Carau^us, and aaoUitr 

•Q him and AUe^iKt wi^ Flateib 6« 



^ . ^2. » M ' < ' Letter to Dr. Stukekj, and Tide to hafr 4tr^ 

■^ -' • Tri£b, feparafe» is ' = 

,14. A qurious ancient Seal pf. K>m6 RelieKwt FOttfldatioa of 

'; KingAthdftan, 6d - .' ' ' 

. 75* iMie8*6 Index t9 Lord Pembroke's Medals^ 2s 6d 
1:6. ii;*-^*—- Catalogaei of £ngliih Pleads, 8i>o. t8 6il. . 

S7. Simons'sHiftoricaliEfrayonlrifhCoins, 12» , ., 
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